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Ramsar Convention
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Ramsar Convention (also called the Convention on Wetlands), adopted in the
Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971, is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the
framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation
and wise use of wetlands and their resources. As at January 2013, there are over
160 contracting parties all over the world. Over 2,000 sites with a total area of
more than 190 million hectares of areas are designated as wetlands of
international importance (also known as Ramsar sites).
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What are Wetlands?
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Wetlands are places where water connects to
land and account for around 6% of the total
surface area of the Earth. Wetlands are

illustrated in the Ramsar Convention as:
“areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish
or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not
exceed six metres”.

There are various examples of wetlands including lakes, rivers, ponds, marshes,
swamps, peatlands, mangrove forests, salt pans, sandy beaches, coral reefs, and
also artificial fishponds or wet farmlands.
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World Wetlands Day 2013 - Weatlands Take Care of Water
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2 February each year is marked as the
World Wetlands Day. It is a day for
commemorating the adoption of the
“Ramsar Convention”. On this day,
government agencies, non-governmental
organisations, and groups of citizens at
all levels of the community take the opportunity to raise public awareness of values and
benefits of wetlands.

With the aim to echo with the UN International Year of Water Cooperation, the
theme for World Wetlands Day 2013 is “Wetlands and Water Management”, with the
slogan “Wetlands Take Care of Water”. The objective of this year's theme is to raise
people’s awareness of the interdependence between water and wetlands, and that
wise use of wetlands is essential for the delivery of sustainable water management.
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Precious Freshwater Resources
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Since the rise of the earliest great civilisations, access to a clean and adequate
supply of fresh water is a basic requirement for human survival. Fresh water is the
critical natural resource upon which all socio-economic and environmental
activities depend.

The total volume of water on Earth is about 1.4 billion km>. However, only 2.5% of
them are freshwater resources. Among these freshwater resources which are held
in form of lakes, rivers, glaciers, snow covers, or ground water, the total usable
freshwater supply for ecosystems and humans is only less than 1%. Therefore,
fresh water is undoubtedly a scarce and precious resource that requires our
appropriate management.
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Water Footprint
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Understanding the “Water Footprint” of an individual, a community or a business,
or the total volume of fresh water that is used to produce the goods and services
consumed by them, is an essential element of sustainable water management.

Every day, we use water directly and indirectly. Each one of us requires 20-50 litres
of clean water per day for drinking, cooking, hygiene purposes, as well as
satisfying many other needs such as producing foods, papers and clothes etc. We
use about 54 percent of the Earth's available fresh water. Of this, over 70 percent
goes to agriculture, 20 percent to industry, and the remainder to our households.
In the last century water usage has been growing twice the rate of population
increase, which implies our water footprints are also growing.
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Water and Wetlands: Interdependent Relationship
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Water is the vital component of wetlands and is crucial for maintaining the
important ecological functions of wetlands. Water is the lifeblood of plants and
animals and supports a number of organisms by providing them with food,
nurseries, habitats and breeding grounds.
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Wetlands provide food for
Small Asian Mongoose, such as
snails, amphibians and fishes.
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Many waterbirds feed on fishes,

aquatic insects, crustaceans or
molluscs found in water.
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Most frogs, like Green Cascade Frog,
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Wetlands are the essential infrastructure for clean and sustainable water; they are
natural providers and regulators of water:
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Wetlands such as tundra, bogs, lakes, fens and swamps store water like giant
sponges, and slowly release water for human and wildlife consumption. These
wetlands provide us with stable natural sources of fresh water.
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Wetlands: Vital Positions in the Water Cycle

The water cycle links atmospheric, terrestrial, aquatic, subterranean and marine
ecosystems. Water moves around our Earth through rainfall, evaporation,
infiltration, surface flows and groundwater recharge.

Through every stage of the interactions in the water cycle, wetlands play an
important role as changes to a single part of wetlands could result in unintended
consequences in other parts of the interconnected water cycle.
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Who Manages Water?
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We are all water managers. The responsibility to manage water extends across
sectors, governments, nation states and individual citizens.

Since the water cycle is interconnected, the management of water is complex.
Water management should be recognised as an issue that requires cooperation
and integration from local to international levels, and implementation in a
multi-sectoral, multidisciplinary, transboundary, and equitable approach.
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At individual level, we can :
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Do not keep the tap running

o LUMBRIAR AR

Take a shower instead of a bath

o TERERIURRIKFE

Use a dual flush cistern
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Do not litter and contaminate wetlands
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Only run washing machines with a full load

o REESAKRFRAKIME

Water plants with water used for washing rice, vegetables or fruits
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Hong Kong Wetland Park Takes Care of Water for Wildlife
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Hong Kong Wetland Park is a facility
incorporating functions of education,
conservation and ecotourism. The Park
comprises a Visitor Centre and a 60-hectare
Wetland Reserve with diverse habitats.

The reedbed of the Park takes care of water by
polishing the water quality of freshwater
marshes. The reedbed traps suspended solids
and absorbs excessive nutrients of water. It is
an important facility of the Park that supply
clean and desirable water for the wildlife living
in the wetlands, and hence an enjoyable
journey for visitors.
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Hong Kong Wetland Park
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Address : Wetland Park Road, Tin Shui Wai, New Territories, Hong Kong
BEE Tel 13152 2666

{8H Fax 12617 1158

#8tt Website : www.wetlandpark.com
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