
 Ram
 
 23/
 

 
 
 Firs
 
 On 

plac

con
here

 
 The

up t
pere
kno
to v
whe
purc
gene
natu
desi
liste
as an

msar Advisor

10/2002 

t of two Ram

1-4 Octobe
ce. The "Ma

servation co
e, and tens o

e white villag
to a million 
egrinate on 
wn to all of 

venerate the 
ere WWF (t
chase some
erations by 
urally, Doña
ignated in 19
ed under Un
n EU Specia

ry Mission t

 

msar Adviso

er 2002, the 
arismas del G

oncern, such
of thousands

ge of El Roc
pilgrims. To
horseback, 

f us from "F
"Virgen del

the then Wo
e of the m

creating o
ana Nationa
982 when th
nesco's Wor
al Protection

to Doñana in

ory Missions

first part o
Guadalquivi

h as the mar
s of waterbir

cío at the m
o gather org

with oxen 
lamenco" da
l Rocío". Th
orld Wildlife

most threaten
ne of Euro

al Park becam
he country jo
rld Heritage 
n Area, and 

n Spain, 200

s to Doñana

of a Ramsar 
ir", the mar

rbled teal, w
rds use the a

marshes' edge
ganized in m

and charts
ancers, thro
he former p
e Fund) cam
ned wetlan
ope's most 
me Spain's 
oined the C
Convention
was awarde

02 

a, October 2

Advisory M
shes along t

river 
Andal
famou
the fa
Africa
pine fo
shrubs
marsh
moder
tidal 
(open 
surrou
pastur
ponds
huntin
strong
such a
eagle. 

white-headed
area for bree

e attracts ea
many brother

, dressed u
ough Doñan
rivate huntin

me into bein
d habitats 
prestigious 
first Wetlan

Convention. 
n and Man 
ed the Counc

2002 

Mission to D
the estuary 

on the 
usia, are 

us wetland s
ar corner o
a, a unique m
orests, e
s and tem

hes survived
rn times, 
areas, grass

landscape
unded by 
res, rice field
s. The area u
ng ground 
ghold of extr
as the Iberia

Species 
d duck and o
eding, restin

ch spring du
rhoods in th
p in those 
a National P
ng estate Do
ng, through 
to safeguar
modern na

nd of Intern
Since then, 
and Biosphe
cil of Europ

Doñana (Spa
of the Guad
Atlantic 

among th
sites in Eur

of Europe, 
mosaic of liv
extensive 
mporary fre
d the press
interminglin

slands and 
e with tre

agricultura
ds, saltpans 
used to be a

d and stil
tremely rare 
an lynx and 

of E
others can b
ng and winte

uring the "R
he small villa
colourful c

Park and its 
oñana was t
 the urgent 
rd them fo
ature reserv

national Imp
the core are

here Program
pe Diploma.

ain) took 
dalquivir 
in SW 

he most 
rope. At 
close to 

ve dunes, 
matoral 

eshwater 
sures of 
ng with 
dehesas 

es) and 
al land, 
and fish 

a famous 
ll is a 
animals, 
imperial 

European 
be found 
ering. 

Romería" 
age, they 
costumes 
marshes 

the place 
need to 

or future 
ve. Only 
portance, 
ea is also 
mme and 
 



 How
Mon
requ
of 
abst
tour
andi
imm
Park
ecol
Span
have
to 
Unf
setb
wast
Apir
upst
Gua
zon

 
 (Pho
 
 This

effo
prog
auth
Gua
natu
subs
resto
rem

 
 Dur

andL
the 

wever, hum
ntreux Rec
uiring prior

fears tha
tractions, m
rist developm
irrigated 

mediate vici
k, would irr
logical chara
nish and An
e since und
relieve pre
fortunately, 
back occurre
te holding 
rsa pyrite 
tream, brok
adiamar rive
e of the wet

oto: Luis Co

s ecological
orts and com
gramme of 
horities wor
adiamar rive
ural riverbed
stantially sin
oration stra

maining mana

ring their f
Luis Costa f
two progra

man pressure
ord of Ram

rity attentio
at excessiv
mainly for 
ments along
cultures 

inity of the
revocably d
acter of the

ndalusian go
dertaken ma
ssure from

in 1998 
ed when the
pool of th
mine, som

ke and releas
er basin, dow
tland area. 

osta and Beg

l disaster pr
mmittees es

priority ac
rked tireless
er basin. A 
d and its ri
nce. In pa

ategy, "Doñ
agement pro

first of two
from Lisbon
ammes "Co

es continued
msar sites 
n because 
ve water 

intensive 
g the coast 

in the 
e National 
egrade the 
e site. The 
vernments 

any efforts 
m the site. 

a great 
e wall of a 
he Boliden 

me 60 km 
sed some 5 
wnstream to

gnino Bayán

rovoked ev
stablished o
ctions in fa
ly to remov
strategy "Co
iverine fore
rallel, the c
ana 2005", 
oblems. 

o visits, Ra
n, together w
orredor verd

d to increas

million m3
o the very ed

n, right) 

ventually a m
over the yea
avour of D
ve the large
orredor verd

ests, was go
central gov
to restore t

amsar Burea
with Tobias 
de del Guad

se. In 1990,

 of toxic slu
dge of the N

mental turn
ars, the lon

Doñana cam
e amounts o
de del Guad

ot under wa
vernment in
the damage

au experts F
Salathé, foc

diamar" and
Guid
Miya
the 
the M
Mad
Hyd
Gua
Mol
Age
and 
colle
resto
the 
its 

, Doñana w

udge and ac
National Par

ning point. 
ng awaited a
e into bein

of toxic slud
diamar", aim
ay in 1999 a
n Madrid b
d ecosystem

Francesc G
cused on the
d "Doñana 
ded by Fél
ares, the spe
programme
Ministry of 

drid, Benigno
drological Co
adalquivir b
ina of th
ncy of And
supported 

eagues, 
oration sites
edges of th
buffer zo

was included

cid waters a
rk, and into 

Finally, aft
and clearly 

ng. The An
dge and res
med at resto
and has pro

began an am
ms and to s

Giró from B
e concrete r
2005" in t

lix Manue
ecial coordi

e "Doñana 2
the Environ
o Bayán o
onfederatio

basin, andF
he Enviro
dalusia, accom

by several 
many 

s were visite
he National 
one (the R

d on the 

along the 
the core 

er many 
focused 

ndalusian 
store the 
oring the 
ogressed 
mbitious 
solve the 

Barcelona 
results of 
the field. 
l Pérez 
inator of 
2005" in 
nment in 
of the 
n of the 

Fernando 
onmental 
mpanied 
of their 

different 
ed along 
Park, in 

Regional 



Nature Park), and further upstream in the catchment basin. 
 
 The two concurrent programmes aim to restore the main water inflows to the Guadalquivir 

marshes in terms of quantity and quality, to re-establish the necessary water exchanges 
between the freshwater marshes and the Guadalquivir estuary, to create more than 4000 ha 
of natural landscapes on formerly drained and cultivated areas, and to establish a programme 
of monitoring of ecological health and for the prevention of further accidents. Progress with 
this huge programme of actions and investments is indeed very substantial and impressive 
already, as witnessed by the Ramsar Advisory Mission during its first field visit, at the end of 
the dry summer period. A preliminary report will be sent to the Spanish Ministry of 
Environment before COP8 and subsequently made available on this Web site. 

 
 Due to the extent and complexity of the issues at stake, a second mission is planned for the 

wet season, in early spring 2003. At this occasion, it is hoped that experts of IUCN (the 
World Conservation Union), Unesco, and the Council of Europe could join the Ramsar 
experts. Together they should encounter different stakeholders beyond the protected areas 
and water managers, including local people, farmers, and NGOs to address Doñana's 
problems in a wider context, and to make recommendations for its safe future. 

 
  -- reported by Tobias Salathé, Ramsar Regional Coordinator for Europe 
 


