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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1. SGF Project: “Developing the Wetland Policy in the Republic of 

Moldova”  

Within the project: “Developing the Wetland Policy in the Republic of Moldova”, 

BIOTICA Ecological Society, in close cooperation with the Ministry of the 

Environment and other stakeholders, aimed to determine baseline information for 

development of the National Wetland Policy of Moldova and draft the policy 

document. Design of criteria for identification of Wetlands of National Importance 

(WNI), description of identified WNI, analysis of legal provision and gap analysis as 

well as organization of two national workshops to discuss draft policy and provide 

methodological and advisory support on sound wetland management were the main 

planned activities. After consultation with the National Ramsar Committee, relevant 

authorities, stakeholders and public, a final draft Policy will be delivered to the 

Ministry of Environment for the official approval.  

The Project Progress Report has been submitted by BIOTICA to the Ramsar 

Secretariat with most of its objectives positively achieved: 

1. Improved knowledge about the Wetlands of National Importance (WNI) for the 

development of the National Wetlands Policy has been achieved through the 

compilation of criteria for WNIs identification and the database update on the 

existent WNI.  

2. The national environmental policy has been partially upgraded mainstreaming 

wetland issues through a participative approach. Draft amendments to the 

legislation with provisions on the national wetlands policy have been 

developed and a national wetlands policy together with a strategy and an 

action plan, have also been partially drafted.   

3. Finally, capacity building for the national authorities and related institutions 

and NGOs in the field of wetland management has been promoted through 

the discussion of national wetland policy and law provisions, organization of 

national workshops and public participation.    

Therefore, few are the steps missing in this SGF project implementation. The 

Ramsar Secretariat is expecting to receive the Final Report by the beginning of 

2013.   
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2. TRIP REPORT 

The following point describes the results of the second national workshop, attended 

by the Ramsar Assistant Advisor for Europe, Laura Máiz, as well as a summary of 

the different meetings within the Ministry of the Environment and with National NGOs 

which took place in the capital of Moldova, Chisinau between the 5th and 7th of 

December 2012.  

 

2.1. The National Seminar on Wetlands Management  

On 7 December 2012, the Ministry of Environment of Moldova, in collaboration with 

the Ecological Society "BIOTICA", organized a seminar to deliver training and 

information on wetlands management to national stakeholders.  

The event was part of the project "Developing a Wetland National Policy for the 

Republic of Moldova”, funded by the Ramsar Small Grants Fund. 

Over 50 experts from different 

governmental agencies and NGOs 

attended this National Seminar. 

Among them: Moldova Waters, 

Moldsilva Botanical Garden Institute, 

environmental inspectors, district 

representatives of the Environmental 

Movement of Moldova, BIOTICA and 

the International Environmental 

Association of River Keepers Eco-

TIRAS.   

Meeting the challenge of conserving wetlands of international importance requires 

comprehensive national policies to provide the basis for domestic action and a 

framework for international and national cooperation.  

In a number of national examples 

completed to date, this has been 

observed to involve a lengthy and 

complex process. Political, institutional, 

legal, financial and social constrains 

affect the policy formulation and 

continue to contribute to wetland loss 

while policy-making is still underway. 

In order to address these issues, during 

the national seminar different wetland 

challenges were discussed: national 

wetlands policy implementation, major threats and institutional capacity challenges 



5 
 

for wetlands management, wetlands legislation and wise use of water bodies, 

grasslands and forests.  

From the Ramsar Secretariat it was explained the importance of having a “stand-

alone” wetland policy in order to recognize wetland problems, identify responsibilities 

and targeted action to deal with them.  

Furthermore, it was provided to the audience with guidelines for effective wetlands 

policy implementation and sustainable management, highlighting the importance of 

establishing efficient National Ramsar/Wetlands Committees in order to assist the 

Governments to deliver the goals of the Ramsar Convention.  

During the seminar, different points of view and concerns where brought to the light, 

as well as disagreements on management plans, consequences of water pollution, 

overgrazing, illegal fishing, hunting, construction and sand extraction, inefficient 

communication between local stakeholders and the parliament and lack of effective 

mechanisms to finance protected areas.  

By the end of the seminar good notes were taken on all these issues in order to 

develop the following steps to ensure conservation and sustainable management of 

wetlands in the Republic of Moldova. 

 

2.2. Side Event Meetings with the Ministry of the Environment and 

National NGOs  

The day before the National Seminar, the Ramsar Representative had different 

meetings with the Minister of the Environment Mr. Gheorghe Salaru, the Vice 

Minister Mr. Lazar Chirica and Ms. Veronica Josu, Head of the Natural Resources 

and Biodiversity Division.  

Subjects addressed were the importance of implementing management plans within 

Ramsar Sites and the need of designating a Governmental National Focal Point for 

CEPA matters.  

Furthermore, it was encouraged to designate new Transboundary Ramsar Sites in 

collaboration with Ukraine and Romania and recommend to conduct Strategic 

Environmental Impact Assessments in order to anticipate negative impacts and 

enhance cooperation and interministerial harmonization to establish policies and 

guidelines for enhancing the role of wetlands in mitigation of climate change.  

Please, click here to see the Ministry webnote on this event. 

http://www.mediu.gov.md/index.php/serviciul-de-presa/noutati/1141-zonele-umede-arii-naturale-protejate-de-stat-dorim-calitatea-componentelor-de-mediu
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From the Ramsar Secretariat it 

was used this opportunity also to 

congratulate Ukraine and the 

Republic of Moldova for the 

signature (on 28 November 

during the conference of the 

UNECE Water Convention in 

Rome) of the bilateral treaty on 

cooperation for the protection 

and sustainable development of 

the Dniester river basin. 

Furthermore, several meetings with representatives of national NGOs, where also 

hold during the Ramsar Representative trip to Moldova, including a meeting with Ilya 

Trombitsky from Eco-TIRAS.  

Finally, Alexei Andreev and Liliana Josan from BIOTICA, and the Ramsar National 

Focal Point Andrei Isac explained the Ramsar Representative the major weaknesses 

and strengths, opportunities and threats of wetland management and conservation in 

the Republic of Moldova.  

 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS  

In order to build on existing strengths, minimize weaknesses, seize opportunities and 

counteract threats, the Ramsar Secretariat would like to make the following 

recommendations: 

- In order to improve participation and communication, we suggest including 

education, participation, and awareness (CEPA) expertise and tools into the 

catchment/river basin planning and management (See Resolution x.19) as 

well as designate a Government National Focal Point for matters relating to 

the CEPA programme.  

 

- In order to promote sustainable development and the wise use of wetlands we 

recommend bringing the Changwon Declaration (Resolution X.3) to the 

attention of the head of state, parliament, private sector and civil society. 

Translating it and disseminating it into the official languages of Moldova.  

 

- In order to anticipate possible negative impacts which other national policies 

may have on wetlands we encourage carry out Strategic Environmental 

Assessments (SEA) when reviewing policies, plans and programmes.  This 

will improve inter-ministerial harmonization and will help to remove perverse 

incentives which discourage conservation and wise use of wetlands.  
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- In order to foresee the impacts of climate change, we recommend to establish 

policies or guidelines for enhancing the role of wetlands in mitigation and 

or/adaptation to climate change. 

 

- In order to improve the ecological character of the Moldova Wetlands of 

International Importance we suggest identifying priority sites for wetland 

restoration plans and implement national invasive species control and 

management policies or guidelines. Implementation of management plans is 

essential in order to ensure wetlands conservation and stop the illegal 

logging, fishing, sand extraction, poaching and water pollution.  

 

- In order to benefit from cross-sectoral cooperation we recommend  

encouraging the private sector to apply the Ramsar wise use principle and 

guidance in its activities and investments concerning wetlands.  

 

- We would also like to encourage the designation and identification of trans-

boundary shared wetland systems with Ukraine and Romania in order to 

promote international cooperation and shared experience of wetlands 

management.  

 

- In order to improve local authorities’ capacity for implementation we 

recommend carrying out an assessment of national and local training needs 

for the implementation of the Convention objectives and goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


