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October 24-25, 2013 
 
The Third China Wetlands Cultural Festival and Dongying International Wetland 
Conservation Conference was hosted by State Forestry Administration of the 
Peoples Republic of China and the Peoples Government of Shandong Province on 
24-25 October 2013. It was organised by Dongying City Government, Shandong 
Forestry Department and the Wetlands Conservation and Management Centre of 
State Forestry Administration. Partners included: Wetlands International, World 
Wide Fund for Nature, Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) GmbH, People’s Network, Green China and Hong Kong Star TV. 
 
The meeting was attended by 150 participants, including representatives of 
international organisations including: Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, United 
Nations Development Program, Wetlands International, World Wide Fund for 
Nature, GIZ , Global Environment Centre, Birdlife International, Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust, Conservation International and East Asian – Australasian Flyway 
Partnership;  experts from China, Australia, Germany, Malaysia and the United 
Kingdom; and a range of representatives from provincial forestry departments, 
Ramsar Sites, nature reserves and National Wetland Parks from China as well as 
other sectors. 
 
The meeting agreed to the “Dongying Statement” as follows: 
 
Wetlands for life 
 
Wetlands have strong ecological and production functions, not only for biodiversity 
and maintaining a balanced ecosystem, but also for the survival of humankind. 
Wetlands provide clean air, fresh water, food, fibre and other products directly 
supporting hundreds of millions of people in China and around the world. 
Maintaining healthy wetlands is a national responsibility related to human welfare 
and ecosystem security for current and future generations.  
 
Conserving wetlands is our common responsibility 
 
Rapid economic development and population growth led to over-exploitation and 
degradation of wetlands - threatening the ecosystem balance and jeopardising 
future economic and social development. In the future - we need to work together for 
the conservation of wetland resources. 
 
The Ramsar Convention was established in 1971 to strengthen global collaboration 
on wetland biodiversity protection, promote wise-use of wetland resources and 



encourage regional cooperation. Since China became a Party to the Ramsar 
Convention in 1992, it has made good progress in applying convention guidance on 
wetland conservation and wise use.  Similarly, Shandong Province and Dongying 
City have both worked together to spearhead the protection of the wetlands of the 
Yellow River Delta. 
 
This Conference has reviewed progress in recent years and identified new targets 
and approaches to promote wetland conservation for a healthy ecological 
civilisation. 
 
We therefore call for urgent action to: 
 

1. Strictly protect and stop degradation of  remaining natural wetlands and their 
biodiversity; 

2. Strengthen the conservation of migratory waterbirds and networks of 
conservation  sites in the East Asia Australasia  Flyway; and improve 
sharing of information and experience to encourage active participation of 
flyway countries and regions; 

3. Enhance the  conservation of wetlands in the Yellow River Basin and 
Bohai/Yellow Sea Eco-region by protecting remaining wetlands, enhancing 
ecological water allocation and further restoring degraded peatlands, 
marshes, rivers, lakes and coastal areas; 

4. Improve the management of Ramsar Sites, Flyway Network Sites and 
wetland reserves including preparation or revision of comprehensive site 
management plans with clear goals and targets for maintaining wetland 
biodiversity and ecosystem services and functions;  

5. Promote development of Wetland Parks and effective standards for their 
management and operation;  

6. Encourage the support and participation of the community from all sectors 
and levels for wetland conservation through expanded public awareness 
and education programmes to increase the awareness of wetlands and 
environment protection for the whole society; 

7. More effectively incorporate wetlands into national and local strategies for 
climate mitigation and adaptation as well as sustainable development for an 
ecological civilization; 

8. Engage local communities in the management of wetlands and address 
local livelihood concerns during the development and implementation of 
wetland conservation measures; 

9. Enhance collaboration amongst the agriculture, fishery, forestry, water 
resources, tourism and environmental protection sectors to enable 
integrated approaches to wetland conservation and wise use in China. 

10. Stimulate enhanced regional and international cooperation to address 
priority wetland conservation issues. 

 
All participants agreed to widely disseminate and promote these actions.  
The State Forestry Administration and Ramsar Secretariat are requested to convey 
this statement to relevant national and international meetings. 


