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which defines wetlands as: ‘areas of marsh,

One broadly accepted international definition of
wetlands is that adopted by the International Ramsar

Convention

ANVILIM

fen, peatiand or water, whether natural or artificial,

permanent or temporary, with water that is static or
water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six

flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine




D eforestation e T

Q uarrying and Mining

L and Reclamation

C hemical pollution from agriculture

P orts and Shipping Activities

I ourism

N atural storm events

G lobal Climate Change

he Town and Country Planning Division
helps to promote healthy wetlands
and healthy people by:

Setting standards for all types of
development throughout the country
via Development Plans and Development
Control processes.

Continually updating local area plans
and policies ensuring that sensitive

wetland areas are maintained.

D emarcating wetland boundaries.

Proposing buffer zones at all major
rivers and listed wetlands to prevent
encroachment from surrounding
development.

F nsuring that development in river
k= basins are planned to facilitate natural

O ver-extractions of resources

P ollution from Urban areas

T he Town and Country Planning Division works
in partnership with organizations such as the
Institute of Marine Affairs and the Buccoo Reef
Trust

We attempt to manage land based development
sustainably in order to minimize and mitigate any
degradation of our wetlands resources

processes such as seasonal flooding.

Conducting public education in the form
of exhibitions and consultations to
sensitize the public on the value of
wetlands.

Upholding international treaties and
agreements such as the RAMSAR
Convention on the wise wuse and
conservation of wetlands in the
development of policy documents which are
then used as development tools.

NEED TO CONTACT US?

¢ T&CPD North Regional Office

Ground Floor, Eric Williams Finance Build-
ing, Port of Spain

Tel: 627-9700 ext 2161. Fax 625-2130

¢ T&CPD East Regional Office

Level 2 Tunapuna Administrative Complex
Eastern Main Road Tunapuna
Tel/Fax 663-2726

¢ T&CPD South Regional Office

Palm’s Club Point-a-Pierre Road
San Fernando Tel/Fax 652-2141

¢ T&CPD Tobago Regional Office

Old Works Building, Ground Floor
Corner Castries & Carrington Streets
Scarborough, Tobago Tel/Fax 639-2663

¢ T&CPD Head Office

Level 17 Eric Williams Finance Building,
Port of Spain

Tel: 627-9700 ext 2134. Fax: 625-8445
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HEALTHY
WETLANDS,
HEALTHY PEOPLE

Wetland ecosystems are part of our
natural capital. It is estimated that only
3% of the Earth's surface is covered in
wetland areas.

A recent assessment of the dollar value
of all natural ecosystems  globally
estimated a value of US$ 33 trillion.

It is further estimated the global value of
wetland ecosystems are an amazing
US$ 14.9 trillion, 45% of the total. The
dollar value however, only hints at the
functions and products that wetland
areas provide, many of which are
difficult to quantify.

Wetlands therefore, are invaluable and
irreplaceable.
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