
City to get first
eco resort soon
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Kolkata: Kolkatans will soon
have an eco-friendly resort to
spend the weekend.

Bidhannagar Municipality
chairman Biswajiban Ma-
jumdar laid the foundation
stone of the project at the East
Kolkata Wetlands on the oc-
casion of World Wetland Day
on Saturday

Spread over4.$sq km on the
fringes of Salt Lake, the twin
wetlands at Sukantanagar
bheri and Natar bheri will of-
fer the people a chance to relax
in the midst of nature. Mem-
bers of local self-help groups
(SHGs) who are stakeholders
inthe project mooted by NGO
South Asian Forum for Envi-
ronment (Safe), will run the eco
tourism project.

"To ensure that there is no
Iittering, plastic and frrr-rd
wil l  noi be al lowed t 'ronr
outside," said l) lpaynn l)oy,
chair research and planning,
Safe. He also participatod in
The Times of India's Lead In-
dia programme.

Incidentally this is the first
bio-rights project in India. Bio-
rights is aconcept thatattempts
to protect areas of global bio-
logical importance by com-
pensating poor people living

Green actlvlst Dlpayan Dey
(centre), who participated in
The Times of India's Lead India
programme, along with Salt
Lake Municipality chairman
Biswajiban'Majumder

near it and dependent on it for
cash-generating activities.

llxt-'r:uted by Safe, the proj-
cct is funded by DF'ID through
Kolkata Urban Service for
Iroor's lnnovative Challenge
Fund. The project includes a
state-of-the art museum show-
casing extinct water species.
"This willbe an educational ex-
perience for visitors, who will
have a close look at the hard-
ships of pisciculture and un-
derstand the biological impor-
tance of wetlands," said Dey


