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- Deliver first hand experience to you on the use
of the new 2012 RIS format

- Test some points for possibly further
elaboration

- To open up for possibly feedback from you
including useful or needed background work
in order to use and fill in the RIS properly



Kilombero Floodplain, Tanzania (tropical site)
- 7000 km? seasonally inundated plain

Lille Vildmose, Denmark (temperate site)
- 70 km? closed peatland system

Lille Vildmose is a 2013 Ramsar site *NEW
Kilombero Floodplain designated in 2002 *RIS Update






Kilombero Floodplain
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Designation criteria:

Criterion 1:
Criterion 2-8;

Criterion 9: Did not exist in 2002.



Lille Vildmose, Denmark

Ramsar Site designation Restoration of raised bog
Criterion 1: Representative wetland ) degraded, b) natural
Climate regulation (1 vi)

Criterion 2:
Threatened Ecological Communities
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Criterion 1: if it contains a representative, rare, or unique
example of a natural or near-natural wetland type found within
the appropriate biogeographic region.

Criterion 2: A wetland should be considered internationally
important if it supports vulnerable, endangered, or critically
endangered species or threatened ecological communities.



il’.lnﬂ.‘n
e Designation due to hydrological importance:

 vi) have a major hydrological influence in the
context of at least regional climate requlation or
stability (e.g., certain areas of cloudforest or
rainforest, wetlands or wetland complexes in semi-
arid, arid or desert areas, tundra or peatiand
systems acting as sinks for carbon



2012 RIS - Fill in findings
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- Combination of tick boxes (for statistically analysis)
and mandatory or optional text fields

- Clear distinction between baseline information and
updates and a focus on recording change (suddenly
RIS updates become very important)

- Crystal clear distinction between international
important species and communities and noteworthy
flora and fauna



il’.lnﬂ.‘n
- Increasingly focus on ecosystem services

- Focus on management treats (and responses)

- Important fields flagged as optional i.e.
providing opportunities to explore further in
future e.g. ecological processes or habitat

connectivity



il’.lnﬂ.‘n
- To fill in what you can fill in rather than wait —
better to fill in partly than not at all

- Test Yourself by coming back - your first choice
might have to be altered - ask also for second
opinions

- Document as much as possible by using the
text field boxes and references



-53 references used for Kilombero Floodplain RIS

-8 references for Lille Vildmose RIS

-At least 3 birds move from international
important to noteworthy in Lille Vildmose

-After update Kilombero qualifies on all criteria



For Updates:
- Use a Word template and do copy paste
- The first transformation is the worst!

- Give it a quick go and fill in as much as you can
in a couple of hours

- New RIS for a new Ramsar site is simpler than
an Update



Focus on ecosystem services




Lille Vildmose
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Lille Vildmose
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Regulating Services — benefits obtained from the regulation of ecosystem processes such as chmate regulation, water regulation, and natural hazard

regulation

BRI N

; Maintenance of Groundwater recharge and discharge []

g h}'d,to]ogjlzgl regimes

M Storage and delivery of water as part of water supply systems for agriculture and industry D

; Erosion protection Soil, sediment and nutrient retention D

B Pollution control and Water purification/waste treatment or dilution D

; detoxification

= Climate regulation Local climate regulation/buffering of change ?

Regulation of greenhouse gases, temperature, precipitation and other chmactic processes

i Biological control of pests | Support of predators of agnicultural pests (e.g., birds feeding on locusts)
- and disease

Hazard reduction Flood control, flood storage

O O
[m]

Coastal shoreline and river bank stabilization and storm protection

Cultural Services — the nonmatenal benefits people obtain from ecosystems such as through spintual enrichment, cognitive development, reflection,
recreation, and aesthetic expenences
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Service

Climate regulation
Carbon storage

Carbon dioxide emissions

Carbon stock

Nitrous oxide and Methane emissions

Water-related service

Water for domestic purposes and irrigation

Flood protection
Water quality
Harvested wild goods

Wild products
Cultivated goods

Cultivated products
Nature-based recreation
Number of visits

Output RAMsar

8942 t CO2 / year
5113t CO2 / year

4,5 m x 2000 ha
?

0?
0?
0?
Hunting (No animals)

None?

"many” (No)



Service Output RAmsar

Climate regulation
Carbon storage
Carbon dioxide emissions
Methane emissions

VY VU Y

Nitrous oxide emissions
Water-related service

Water for domestic purposes and irrigation Yes

Flood protection Yes
Water quality Yes

Harvested wild goods
Wild products Fish, game, materiel, fruits,

wood,
Cultivated goods

Cultivated products Sugar can, rice, other crops
Nature-based recreation

Number of visits Yes



Ecological character of a wetland
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Change to ecological character |
\d[l1ddl

RIS Baseline

13. What are the critical ecological components, processes and services that
determine the ecological character of this Ramsar Site?

RIS Update
6¢) Changes to the ecological character of the Ramsar Site

Please describe any changes to the ecological character of the Ramsar Site,
including in the application of the Criteria, since the previous RIS for the site.

If the change of
ecological character is
negative and human-

induced, has an Article
3.2 report been
submitted to the
Secretariat?




We have under-valued our wetlands’ importanc

Rar

Value of wetlands & other ecosystems
(average $/ha - derived from de Groot et al. 2012)
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Have studies or assessments been
made of the economic valuation of the
ecosystem services provided by this
Ramsar Site

YES NO UNKNOWN



Perspectives using 2012 format
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- When STRP presented this new framework to COP11
the STRP stated that: “this new format has the

potential to revolutionise our understanding of
Ramsar sites”

- When transformed it will be a hugely powerful tool
to inform conservationist and to be used in
environmental assessments

- In short to explain stories including costs and
benefits to decision-makers



RENIRED
Two main points:

1) The Information from a single site is focused, rather specific
and detailed e.g. international importance, ecological character
change, ecosystem services, opportunities for management
response

2) The opportunity to undertake analysis on all 2012 RIS
“transformed” Ramsar sites using electronic means

"How many of x, y and z species of crane breed in the worlds
Ramsar sites”



Thank you!

Lars Dinesen, STRP member

Ramsar Convention Secretariat
28 rue Mauverney, CH-1196 Gland (Switzerland)

Tel. +41 22 999 [xxxx]; [xxx]@ramsar.org

Join us: www.facebook.com/RamsarConventionOnWetlands

WWW.ramsar.org
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