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~ A river basin is the total area of
Iand drained by a river. Human
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What Is a River Basin?
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*EH iver basins. Long ago, human
I—— settlements and societies have
==

1N *been developed along rivers, in order
' 'to obtain freshwater and utilise the
. fertile soil for farming. River is also an
important medium for transportation
{ lj\ hich are important to social and
economic development.
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% “ Summary of a river model
% : from upstream to downstream

,% i,_.,_ﬂ_;)ften found in Hong Kong
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I Vegetation along river and stream_ River is a good place for leisure, such as
can protect soil and maintain the wa r quality. fishing, bird watching and photo taking.
l It has social-economic benefits.

1 @ gsasusens sETR
~on O/ = 1-yw- 1 M 4 %u :
n be ARAIES

7 A d s i OISR RS MIEM T EEMER
E.S vwevane ecosystems cal e

found along river and stream. They provide Mangrove and mudflat at river mouth are
breeding or growing places for many animals breeding and nursery grounds for wildlife.
and plants which form complex ecological webs. h
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sﬁ? Water flow to reservoirs through catchments.

River can be an important medium
for transportation.
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Most of the rivers and stfeams in Hong
Kong are within country parks,
besides water resources are being
protected, people can also appreciate
their natural beauty.

Raln water is temporarily stored in the '\‘
alluvial plain and floodplain.
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River and stream provide water for,
irrigation.
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- Floodplain is formed by sediment deposition 4’

at the downstream. Since the sediments™ f

contained organic matter, soil in the floodplain is \
%TE more fertile and suitable for farming. Therefore, . °
i

floodplain is often turned into agricultural land. Yuen Long ™
See Mew Rice in the past, and Water Cress that can be
found today are well known products of such wetlands.
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The topography of the downstream is gentle, some areas have i -
been converted into fishponds. 7 NS
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Some people live along the riverside. "t 4«’-@ X
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Most industries need water.
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- What happens in the river basin, for
. good or bad, is closely affected by
how we treat the natural resource,
for instance, overstorage or
~ wasteful use of water, human
activities causing soil  erosion,
infroduction  of exotic  species,
,.over-ﬁshing, water pollution, and

~ urbanisation. Our habits and decisions are

“management and sustainable development
- of river will ensure that wetlands are well
- managed, leading to a healthy environment.
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~_ltis common that a river flows through
“many countries. For instance, the
downstream of Lancang River
located in China is named Mekong
iver in Vietnam; the upstream of
~  Brahmaputra River in India is
- _named Yarlung Zangbo River in
'China. Some of the river basins
__involve transboundary benefits,

therefore, international management
~  strategies which involve cooperation
~of relevant counfries or regions
applied, for example, “Integrated River
- Basin Management’ and ‘Integrated

¥ - Water Resource Management” are
B strategies which have been widely
adopted by many countries or regions.
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TN Cherish and reuse E’** k E'J‘ Collect sufficient
< water. For example, 7 A load of clothes or

re-use the water after HIRRES - TR

> 5 dishes before
ﬁ washing rice for HRBARUKREDR © washing.
LY watering piats. Do not leave the water tap
{ﬁi LUHAER running while you are
Ri=is s brushing your teeth,
E0  EEAERES washing your hand,
KD =z (Bl - dothesand deaning  FAFIET "B
vegetables. {R4R ; : FAME
Take shower instead of FH (Reduce) * &
bath and use a 7E{FH (Reuse) * {&
low-flow shower EI#IREIR ; 2/ (Recycle) -« £

head. #{# /A (Replace) -

Save energy

+ Implement Environmental 4
Rs : Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle, Replace.
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- .. Share your opinion on of river basin with your
-~ wise use of water family and friends
=g resources and related = =
5 e environmental issues. —




