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Background

World  Wetlands  Day (WWD) is  celebrated internationally  on  2nd February 

each year. It marks the date of the signing of the Convention on Wetlands, also called 

the  Ramsar Convention, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian 

Sea.  Each year since 1997, government  agencies,  non-governmental organizations, 

and groups of citizens at all levels of the community have taken advantage of the 

opportunity to undertake actions aimed at raising public awareness of wetland values 

and benefits in general and the Ramsar Convention in particular. From 1997 to 2007, 

the Convention’s Web site has posted reports from more than 95 countries of WWD 

activities of all sizes and shapes, from lectures and seminars, nature walks, children’s 

art  contests,  sampan races,  and community clean-up days,  to  radio  and television 

interviews and letters  to  newspapers,  to  the  launch of  new wetland policies,  new 

Ramsar sites, and new programmes at the national level.

Every year, there is a special theme for the WWD. The theme for WWD 2013 

is Wetlands and water management, with the slogan Wetlands take care of water. The 

theme highlights the interdependence between water and wetlands and the key role 

that wetlands play. Looking at the water issues, the world is full with challenges at the 

global,  regional  and  local  levels,  and  it  involves  governance  to  transboundary, 

agricultural and urban water management to water storage issues and water diversion 

schemes. Therefore, it is very important to wisely use our wetlands for the delivery of 

sustainable water management. The call of WWD is to ensure wetland ecosystems 

and their water are well managed for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

Malaysia, as a country with all kinds of forested wetlands, plays an important 

role in promoting the concepts of WWD. In Penang state of Peninsular Malaysia, 

there are beautiful wetlands lie along the coast.  The west coast of Penang Island or 

generally  known  as  “Balik  Pulau”  has  some  nice  mangrove  forests,  which  are 

threatened by the strong wave of developments.  To strengthen the knowledge and 

environmental awareness among the locals, especially the young generation,  WWD 

was introduced and celebrated for the first time in a fishing village in Balik Pulau. It  

will be a very good start to raise public concern on wetland conservation in Penang.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_Convention


Objective

1) To promote environmental consciousness among the general public particularly the 

younger generation living in Penang.

2) To expose the students and teachers to the local efforts of mangrove conservation 

as well as the knowledge of mangrove ecosystem. 

Organizer

1) Nature Classroom: Wong Yun Yun (Event Coordinator)

Koh Teng Huat (Art & Design Advisor)

Ng Hong Jing (Volunteer)

Supporter

1) SJK (C) Yeok Hua, Balik Pulau:   Yeoh Geok Hoon (Principal)

Tan Chiew Choon (Board Chairman)

2) KDU College, Penang: Chow Chee Kit (Leading Lecturer)

Audrey Boey Siew Mei (Lecturer)

Tan Geok Pin (Lecturer)

Participant

1) PreU A-level students from KDU College, Penang

2) Standard 1 - 6 students from SJK (C) Yeok Hua, Balik Pulau



Programme Schedule

Date: 2nd February 2013

8.00 am – School cleanup and mural painting

9.00 am – Stage Performance

9.30 am – Official ceremony

10.30 am – Tea break

11.00 am – Mangrove Talk 

12.00 pm – Closing ceremony 

12.30 pm – Group photo and dismiss

Highlight of Activities

In Penang, WWD 2013 was celebrated at SJK (C) Yeok Hua. It is a Chinese 
primary school situated at a small lovely fishing village in Kuala Jalan Bharu, Balik 
Pulau. There are a total of 49 students from standard 1 to 6 at this school.



In  the  early  morning  on  2nd February,  the  event  was  started  with  school 
cleanup programme. Teachers, school kids and their parents worked together to clean 
up the school area. They were collecting rubbish and fallen leaves, sweeping floors, 
clearing drains, pruning plants and so on.

On the other hand, 20 lecturers and students from KDU College have arrived 
at the school. Under the guidance of Mr. Koh Teng Huat and Mr. Chow Chee Kit, they 
started to paint a special mural with theme “Mangrove Biodiversity in Balik Pulau” on 
a big wall of school. There is a big mangrove tree as the mural background and each 
student drew their favourite animals on and tree or surrounding. 



With great passion and hard work by the students, the wall has become so 
colourful and lively and it was just in a morning time!



After the tea break, a sharing session with the school kids was presented by 
Nature Classroom. A group of students from another school, SJK(C) Tar Thong also 
joined the session. The topic of discussion explained what is World Wetlands Day, 
what is mangrove forest and the unique biodiversity of Balik Pulau’s mangroves.

We have so much fun in learning the mangroves! The kids were excited to tell 
their experiences with mangrove fauna and they joined games to learn new things 
actively!



In the afternoon, the event was ended by the completion of mangrove mural 
and  the  closing  ceremony  was  conducted  in  front  of  the  beautiful  new  wall. 
Certificates of appreciation were presented to the KDU students and lecturers by the 
school board chairman, Mr. Tan Chiew Choon and principal, Mdm. Yeoh Geok Hoon. 
A group photo with the “Balik Pulau’s Mangrove Biodiversity” marked the end of the 
WWD celebration at SJK(C) Yeok Hua.   
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