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Seventh Pan Cyprian Celebration of the World Wetlands Day 2011 — 30.01.2011

Today, that our natural environment is in constant "damage" due to various human activities and due to
the "modern society” in which man himself chose to live, international conventions such as the
Convention of Ramsar, are particularly significant because such conventions give voice to the natural
environment that everyday endures and experiences destruction. The Ramsar Convention about Wetlands
signed in the city of Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, as an intergovernmental agreement. Since then, the
anniversary of the Convention signature, February 2nd, 1971, is marked and is used to be celebrated
every year as the World Wetlands Day.

Wetlands Importance:
The wetlands provide essential ecological services and are regulators of hydrological systems
and sources of biodiversity at all levels - species, genetic and ecosystems.
The wetlands are of great economic, scientific, cultural and recreational value to the
community.
The wetlands play a vital role in mitigating climate change.
Progressive degradation and loss of wetlands causes serious and sometimes irreparable
environmental damage to the supply of ecosystem services.
The wetlands should be maintained and where possible restored.

The wetlands are lost:
More than half of the world wetlands have been lost over the last 100 years.
Greater destruction and degradation has been observed during the first half of the 20th century in
the Northern Hemisphere and has increased since 1950 in the Southern Hemisphere.
It is estimated that Europe has lost 60% of the wetlands.
In Cyprus there is no evidence for loss of wetlands, but many species of wild flora and fauna
many of which are endemic or rare and endangered, live in the wetlands.

Protection measures/actions:
e Until today more than 1912 wetlands that cover more than 186 million of hectares were included
in the Convention and they were nominated as Wetlands of International Importance.

Consequently, the wetlands constitute natural resources with great environmental value because of the
diversity of their ecosystems and their biohabitats. Besides, beyond the various species that live
permanently and are developed there, wetlands constitute factor of great importance for the survival of an
important number of migratory birds as they are used both as intermediary stations of supply during their
big travels and as places of wintering. Important wetlands of Cyprus, as the salt marsh of Larnaca or the
wetlands of Akrotiri peninsula constitute ecological national wealth and precious bequest. Moreover, as
human depends immediately from his environment, is obvious that such precious ecosystems as the
wetlands are, should be protected aiming both at their rational management as well as the elimination of
dangers of degradation or of their alteration.
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Within this framework, the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education organised this year
the 7th Pan Cyprian celebration for the World Wetlands Day. The event was supported by the Cyprus
Ecological Movement, by the Cyprus Environmental Movement “Enarmonisi”, the Cyprus Birdlife
Organization and the Naturalist-Mountaineering Group of Limassol. Besides, this year’s celebrations
having as Slogan “Forests for Water and Wetlands”, are really special because 2011 is also the
Convention’s 40™ anniversary year. The celebration was a chance for the public, representatives of the
Government, environmental NGOs, as well as representatives of the church to meet, exchange opinions
and celebrate this day.

Since this year, it is the UN’s International Year of Forests; we have a valuable opportunity to ensure that
wetlands and their links with forests are not forgotten. These interconnections are included into three
main headings:

« Forested wetlands and the special benefits they bring. Mangroves, peat swamp forests, freshwater
swamp forests: biologically diverse, helping us manage our freshwater, and providing us with
many other ‘services’ across the globe including vital roles in carbon storage — our allies in the
face of climate change. Despite their utility, they are often under threat from development, from
drainage and conversion.

The role of forests — wet or not — in our lives, and why looking after them matters. Vital to all
human lives, freshwater availability on a global scale depends on our forests. So too, to a large
extent, does freshwater quality.

The role of forests in how our wetlands function. It’s simple: the health of our wetlands, whether
forested or not, is linked to the health of forests in our catchments. Losing and degrading forests
means losing and degrading wetlands.

The celebration took place on Sunday 30" of January at the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research
and Education in the Farm of St. Nikolaos, at the Akrotiri peninsula, a place of high ecological value and
acquaintance for its important wetlands, giving thus the opportunity to the visitors to learn and to be
informed about the wetlands of the region as well as about their importance. In the event that was marked
with great success participated more than 150 people. The event included visit in the Wetland of the
Despotiki Limni (Bishop’s Lake), presentations on wetlands and their importance as well as Messages
from the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, the Minister of Agriculture, Natural Resources and
Environment, the Minister of Education and Culture, the Bishop of Holy Church of Limassol, the
President of the Federation of Cyprus Environmental Organizations, the president of Birdlife Cyprus
Association as well as messages from Mr. Christos Pourgourids and Mr. Rikkos Erotokritou (Members of
the Parliament) and Mrs. loanna Panayiotou, General Secretary of the Cyprus Green Party.
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Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education (CY.C.E.R.E.) provides education programs
and takes dynamic actions for the conservation of Cyprus biodiversity and natural environment.
CY.C.E.R.E aims to contribute in environmental conservation through environmental education, research
and information. So far 22 000 students from private and public schools of Cyprus have participated in
the environmental programs that CY.C.E.R.E offers. The variety of the environmental programs creates a
pathway towards a more sustainable future. These programs’ aim to enable students to take actions that
create and maintain an optimal relationship between themselves and the environment, and to preserve and
protect the unique natural resources of Cyprus. CY.C.E.R.E was founded in 2004 by Holy Church of
Limassol and its site at the Akrotiri Peninsula is an advantage for the Environmental Centre as the visitor
has direct access to a variety of ecosystems and organisms of outstanding importance.




The celebration of CY.C.E.R.E. aimed to highlight the importance of wetlands at our island. Akrotiri
Peninsula includes a significant wetland complex qualified for listing as a Wetland of International
Importance under the Ramsar Convention. Akrotiri salt lake, as well as a number of salt marsh vegetation
communities that have been developed around the lake and that are really important for a range of
wetland birds including flamingo Phoenicopterus rubber, Fassouri marshes that lie to the northeast of the
salt lake as well as Despotiki Limni (Bishop’s Lake) that constitutes the last Cypriot and also European
freshwater habitat/station for the migratory birds, create the greater wetlands complex in Cyprus.

Beyond definitions, these wetlands are vital ecological and cultural features in Cyprus landscape. It is
essential that we preserve and take action for the conservation of these vulnerable and threatened
ecosystems so the future generations will have the opportunity to benefit from them as we did.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Andreas Ch. Hadjichambis
Scientific Director of Cyprus Center
for Environmental Research and Education




Kumtprako Kévtpo NepiparloviikigEpsuvag Kal Eknaidsuong
Ayiou Avépéou 306, T.Q. 56091, 3304 Aepeoog KUmpog
TnA.: 25954954, 25864344, 99302425 / ®af.: 25371548, 25335682

lotooeAida: www.kykpee.org
HAektp.Tay.: kykpee@cytanet.com.cy, a.chadjihambi@cytanet.com.cy

"Epodopog Iaykvmprog Eoptaocpig Moaykoomas Huépag Yypoprotormv — 30.01.2011

Zfuepa, oV T0 UOIKO TEPIPAAiov BpiokeTal oe cuveyn «@Bopdy, eEartiog TV ToKiAwV avOpoOTIVOV
OpACTNPIOTNTOV KOl TNG «GUYXPOVNG KOWV®VING», 6TnV omoio 0 1010 0 avBpwmog eméleée yia va (Noel,
oebveic ovpuPdosig Ommwg n ovuPacn g Ramsar, sivor daitepa onpavtiKés, Kabdmg divouy emvi Kot
VTOGTOOT GTO QLGIKO TEPIPAALOV TTOL KaONuUEepVA Pidvel Kot vopével TV kataotpopn. H ev Adym
2Oupaon v toug Yypofrotomovg AeBvoig Znuaciog, vroypdonke oty toAn Ramsar tov Ipav to 1971
Ko amotelel pio dtakvPepvntikny ocvueovio. ‘Extote o¢ [aykoouio Mépa YypoPiotonmy eoptdletan 1
EMETELOG NG VITOYPAENS ot 2 Defpovapiov Tov 1971, g ZopuPaong yia Tovg vypoPidtomove.

Ynpooio Yypofrotonmv:

e OrvypoProtomot mTapeyovv BepeMdOEIS OIKOAOYIKES VINPEGTES Kot etvorl puOUIGTEG TV
VOPOAOYIKADV GUGTNUATOV Kot TNYES PLOTOIKIAOTNTAG G OAOL TOL EMIMES D — E0AV, YEVETIKNG KO
OKOGUGTNLATOV.

Ot vypoftotomot amoteA0VV LEYAANG OIKOVOUIKNG, EMLGTNLOVIKTG, TOATIGTIKNG KO
YuYoymywkng a&log yio Ty Kowotnta.
Ot vypofiotomot dradpapatilovv {mTikd pOAO Yo TOV LETPLOGHO TNG KAUOTIKAG OAAOYNC.
[Ipoodevtikny vrofaduon Kot amdAel TV VYpoPlotdnwv mpokoiel coPapés Kol HEPIKES
Qopéc averovopbmtec meptParloviikég PAABEC 6TV TAPOY OIKOCLGTIUIK®Y VINPECLOV.
Ot vypofrotomor mpénet va dratnpnovv Kot 6mov eivar SuvaTodv Vo OmoKATaGTAO0VV.

O vypoprétomor yavovrai:

TEPLOCOTEPOL OO TOVG UIGOVS VYPOPLOTOTOVG TOL TAAVITN £Y0oLV Yabel Ta Televtaia 100 ypovia.

N peYoADTEPT KOTAGTPOON Kot vtoPdOuion éxet mapatnpnOel katd T SAPKED TOL TPAOTOL GOV

10V 20°” adva oto Bopeio Huopaipto ko £xet evrodei petd to 1950 oto Notio Huiseaipro.

Xnv Evponn vroroyiletan 611 £xe1 xo0ei To 60% TV vypofroTénmmy.

Ynv Kbmpo dev vmbpyovv otoyeio yuo Tic ammAgleg TV LYPoPlOTOT®V, ®OTOGO UEYAAOG

aplOuog e10mV Ayplag YAopidag kot movidag TOAAL amd To omoio ivar evonuikd N omdvia Kot
anglodpeva pe eEapdvion, {ouv 6Tovg VYPOPLOTOTOVG.
I[poonaOeieg Y0 VO TPOGTATEVTOVV:
o Méypt onpepa nepiocdTepol amd 1912 vypoPrdtonot mov KahdmTovy AV amd 186 skatoppdplo
extdpla evtdyOniov ot Zopufacn Kot avaxnpOymray og Yypopidtonor Atebvovg Znuaciog.

Ot vypofrotomol €mopévmg OmOTEAOVY PLGIKOVS TOPOLS pe HeYdAn mepiPoriovtikny aie AOY® NG
TOWKIAOTNTOG TV OIKOGLGTNUATMOV TOVS Kot TG Prokotvotntdg toue. Emmpdcbeta, mépa amd ta diapopa
elon mov fouv HOVIHO KOl OVOTTTUGGOVIOL GTO YMPO T®V LYPOPLOTOT®VY, Ot LYPOPLOTOTOL ATOTEAODV
TopAyovTa UEYAANG onuaciog yio TV eniiowon onuavtikod aplipod UETOVOCGTEVTIKOV TOLMOV KOOMOC
YPNCUTOTOLOVVTOL TOGO MG EVOLAUEGOL GTUOLOT aVEQPOSOGHOD GTN SIUPKELD TOV UEYOA®Y TOVG TOEWOLDV
000 Kot ®¢ TOTOoL dtayeipaong Tovg. Enuavtikoi vypofidtonot g Kvmpov, 6mtmg 1 alvk g Adpvokag
N ot vypoProtoémol ™G mEPLOYNG AKP®OTNPIOL OTOTEAOVV OIKOAOYIKO €BVIKO TAOVTO KOl TOAVTILO
KAnpododtnuo. EmmAéov, kabhg o avOpmmog eaptatan auesa and to mepfaiiov tov, gival pavepd OTL
T0. TOGO TOAVTIUO, OWKOGLGTUATO OTOC Ol VYPOPLOTOTOL TPEMEL VAL TPOGTATELOVIOL UE OTOYO TNV
opBoroyloTikn dtoryeipion) Tovg Kot TV eEAAEYN TV KIvoOvmV vtofaduiong 1 aAloimong tovg.
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Méoa ota mo mwhveo miaicwo, To Kvapwoké Kévrpo Iepifariovrikig 'Epsvvag kor Exmaidcvong,
dopydvooe @étog v EBdoun ocuvveyxouevn ypovid tov eoptacpd g MHoaykéopog Hpépog
YypoProtonowv. Tnv ekdnrlowon ompi&av n Oworoyikny Kivnon Korpov, n [Hoaykdnpro [eptBarlovicy
Kivnon «Evapuovion», o Iltmvoroyikdg Xvvoecpog Kompov kot o ®ucloratpikdc-Opeoticoc Outhog
Agpecov. H petv) pdAiota ekOAmon mov eiye og XovOnua g «Adon v Nepd ko Yypofrotémovgy,
ntav witepo EEx®PIoT] KOOOTL 0 PETIVOC €0PTUGUOC GUVENEGE LE TO. GAPOVTAYPOVO TNG cVUPAoTG
Ramsar. O kaBiepopévog eoptacudg amoteléoe pia gvkaipio Yo T0 KOO, EKTPOCOTOVS TNG KVPEPYNoNG
Kol TEPIPUALOVTIKOV OpYOVIGUOV KaOdg Kor ekmpoconmove g ExkAnociog va cvvavinfovv, va
avTaALGEOLY OTOYELG KOt VO YIOPTAGOLV TNV UEPO.

Kobng @pétog eivor to Aebvég 'Etog tov Hvopévov E6vav yuo ta Adon, vdpyet pio ToAdTiun evkoupio
Vo 0106QUACOVLE TS 01 LYPOPLOTOTOL KOl 01 GLVOIEGELS TOVG LE TO OACT) OEV TPOKELTAL VO, EEYOGTOVV.
Détog ToviCovtat ot 3 Katnyopieg d106VviEcE®Y TV Aac®dV pe Tovg YypoPtoTomoug:
e O1 Jaoikol VYPOPLOTOTOL KOI TO. TAEOVEKTHUOTO. OV TPOCGPEPOVY GTOTEAODV THV TPWTH
ratnyopio. H Prodoywkn mowkilopopoio Tov dacikdv vypoPlotdénwv, o pOAOS TOLG GTNV
POy YAVKOU vePoD, KaOMG Kot 1 oNUOVTIK) cLUPOAR Tovg oty amobdnkevon avOpaxa,
AmOTELOVV LEPIKOVS OO TOVG CTLLAVTIKOTEPOVG POALOVS TOV EMITEAOVV.
H devtepn xatnyopio oyetiletal pe 1o poio twv daowv otig (wéS uog kabwg emions kar
onuaocio g Tpootaciog twv docwv. H dubeciuomto kabhg eniong kot n wodtnta YAvkon
vepov og maykOsa KApaka, e£aptdtot amd To ddo Hog.
H tpitn katnyopio eivar o polog twv dacwv atov Tpomo Acitovpyiog twv vypofiotorwyv. H
Katnyopio avtn divel ERPacn 6To YeYovog MG 1 LYELD TV VYPOPLOTOT®V, SUCIKOV 1 Un,
cuVogeTal LE TNV LYeElD TV S00MV OTIS AEKAVEG OMOPPONG, OOV 1M OIMOAE KOl 1M
vroPdOuion TV doomV GUVETAYETAL ATOAELD KOt LITORAOION TV VYPOPLOTOTWV.

O eoptacpdg mpaypatorodnke v Kvpraxi 30 Iavovapiov oto Kurpuoko Kévrpo Hepifpariovriknig
‘Epgovag kar Exmaidevong oto Aypoxtmua Ayiov Nwoidov, ot yepodvnco Axpotnpiov, pio
tomofesio LYNANG 01KOAOYIKNG a&iaG Kl YVOGTI Y10 TOVG GNHOVTIKOVG VYPOPLOTOTOVG TG, divovtag TGl
TNV VKPR GTOVG EMGKENTES VAL YVOPIGOVY Kot Vo eviHep®BoHV yia Toug vypoPldTomovs TG TEPLOYNS.
2V €KONAW®ON TOL CNUEIMGE PEYAAN emttuyio mapePpiédnkav kot cvppeteiyav, tepiocotepa and 150
dropa. H exdniwon mepihdpPove eniockeyn otov YypoPrdtono g Agomotikng Aipvng, Tapouctdcels yio
Tov¢ VYpoProTémovg Kot TN onuacio Tovg kabmg Ko pnvopoata amd ™ [poppoteio g XOppoong
Ramsar, tov Ymovupyd Tewpyioc, Ovowkav [Mopwv xor [epipdrrovioc, tov Ymovpyd IModeiog o
[MToMmticpov, tov Xwpermiokomo ApaBovvrog, tov mpdedpo g Opoomovoiag Ilepipoarioviikdv
Opyavocewv Kompov kot tov Ilpdedpo tov IItnvoroyikov Xvvdeopov Kompov kabog emiong kot
YOUPETIGHOVG omd Tovg Povievtéc k. Xpnoto Ilovpyovpidn kot k. Pikko Epwtokpitov kar m evikn
Ipoppatéa tov Kivipatog Ouwordyov Iepifarroviictav ko lodvva [avayidtov.
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To KY.K.ILE.E. mapéyet ekmotdevtikd mpoypapplota Kot OpacTnplonoteitol He 6TOYO TN OaThpNon TG
BromowciAdtTog Kol Tov VooV TepPdAlovtog g Kdmpov. Xxomdg tov eivor va cvpuPdrer ot
dwpnon tov TEPPAALoVTOg HEC® TNG TEPIPOALOVTIKNG EKTAIOELONG, TEPIPAALOVTIKNG EPEVVOG KOl
nepParloviikng mAnpoeopnonc. Méxpt onuepa 22,000 padntéc and dnuocila Kot WIOTKG oYoAeio TG
Kompov €yovv ocvppetdoyet ota mepPAAlOVIIKG EKTOOEVTIKA TPOYPAUUOTO TOL TPOCPEPEL TO
KY.K.ILE.E.. H mowiAie T@V EKTOUOEVTIKOV TPOYPUUUATOV avoiyel dPOLOVS Yo VA OELPOPO LEALOV.
2KOTOG TOV TPOYPOUUATOV glval 1 dnovpyio o TEPPUALOVTIKA GUVELOINTOTOMUEVIG KOWVAOVING TOV
Ba dratnpel appovikn oxéon pe to euotkd mepPdirov. To KY.K.ILE.E. 13p06nke 1o 2004 and v lepd
MntpoémoAn Agpecov Kot 1 Totofesio Tov 6TV Kapdtd TG YEPCOVICOV AKpmTNPiov divel TNV gvkoupio
GTOVG EMOKENTES VO, EYOVV AUECT] TPOGPAGT GTNV TOIKIAIG OIKOGUGTNUATMV KOl OPYAVIGUOV.




O eoptaopog oto KY.K.ILE.E otdyeve 610 va avadeiEet ) onpacio twv vypoflotdénwv 6to vnoi poc. H
YePOOVNGOC AKpwTnpiov mepAapPdvel £vo onuaviikd 0iKTvo VYPOPLOTOT®Y TOL GLUTEPIAAUPAVOVTOL
ot Alota deBvoig onpaciog g XvvOnkng Ramsar. H oivkny Axpotnpiov kot ot yopw oAo@uTikol
01KOTOTOL OOV &lval 1O10UTEPA GNUOVTIKOL Y10, TNV TOKIAMO VOPOPIOV TOVAIBY OT®MG TOL PAUIVYKO
Phoenicopterus rubber, o vypoidtorog ®acovpiov BopeloovatoAkd TG aAVKNG KoM ETIGNE Kot TOL
vypofrotémov g AgomoTikKig Aipvng n omoia amoteAel TNV TELEVTAIO VOATOGVALOYT YAVKOD VEPOD
KOl TOV TEAEVLTOIO oTOONO Y0 TO METOVOOTEVLTIKA 7OVALA, GLUVOETOLV TO pEYOALTEPO OiKTLO
vypofrotonwv g Kovmpov.

O vypoPrdtonor givor {otucol Kot amapaitnTol TopdyovTeS OIKOAOYIKNG Kol TOMTICUIKNG a&iog Yo To
Kvzrproxd ko 10 maykoouo mepifdarov. Eivar onuoaviikd va 0pAcovpe GLUAAOYIKA Yoo T dlatpnon
AVTOV TOV EVTPOTOV KOl OTELOVUEVOV OIKOGLGTNUATOV OQNVOVTIOS £TGL OTIS EMOUEVEG YEVEEG pia
omovdoin PLGIKY KA POVOLLA.

Me gxtipunon,

(,ﬁ:_ i

Ap. Avopéag Xatlnyounng
Emomuovikog YrnévBuvog Kumpraxkod Kévrpov
[Tepparrovtikng 'Epgvvag kot Exmaidevong




Iipoypoppa

IIpocéievon — Enickeyn otov vypofrotomo g Aeomotikng Aipvng.

Moyxoéco Hpépa YypoProtomwv 2011 — Mnvope g poppoteiog tng
2Oupaong Papcdp and tov mepipoarioviicd ekmodevty tov KY.KILEE. «.
IMévvn l'ewpyiov.

Xoapetiopds and tov IIpoedpo tov Kvumprokov Kévipov ITlepiBarloviikng
‘Epegovag xor Exmaidevong Ocopidéctato Xwmpemickomo Apabfodviog K.K.
NwoAao.

Xopetiopdg and tov ‘Eviwo Ymovpyd Tewpyiog, Pvowov Ilopaov ot
[TepBdrrovtog k. Anuntpn I HAGo.

Xapetiopdg ek pépovg tov Ymovpyov Ilawdeiog wor IToMticpod k. Avdpéa
Anuntpiov, and ™ Ap. Apaféria Zoyopiov.

Xapetiopodg and tov A&otipo Bovievt) tov AHZY k. Xprioto [Hovpyovpion.
Xapetiopds omd tov A&otipo Bovievt tov EYPQKO «. Pikko Epwtokpitov.

Xopetiopdg ond ™  Tevikn [poppotéa  tov  Kwnupatog  OwoAdywv
[Tepparroviiotdv ka lodvva [avayidrov.

Xapetiopds amod tov [pdedpo g Opoomovdiag [epifarioviikmdv Opyavacoewv
Kvzmpov k. I1étpo IMacaod.

Xopetiopdg and tov [Ipodedpo tov ITtnvoroyikov Xvvoéopov Kompov k. Mean
Xoaporopmion.

Tpayovowr oand ™ yopwdia g Kowomrtag Néwv g lepdg Mnrpomdrewg
Agpecov.

I1eCo xeipevo pe titho «Eipon éva éhato tov Tatiyetovn amd ) cvyypapéa kot
o tpia koo Kovda [apackevd.

Ouhia oyxetikd pe v avaddowon and tov [Ipdedpo tov Tunpotog Aayeipiong
[Tep1Barrovtog tov TE.ITA K. Kabnyntm Ap. lodvvn [Haradomoviro.

Ouiia oyetkd pe to Aiktvo @YZH 2000 and tov Avaminpot| AtgvBouvty| Tov
Tunpoatog Ieppdrriovtog k. Xapdrapumo Xatlnmdxko.

Ouiia  oyetkd pe  tovg  vypofrotomovg tov  Tpoddovg omd  TOV
k. Kovotavtivo Kailn, Agttovpyo tov Tufuatog Aacov.

IMapovsioon g dpdong tov Kurprakov Kévrpov TlepiPariovtikng Epevvag kot
Exnaidoevong and tov Emommuovikd YrevOvvo tov KY.KILE.E. Ap. Avopéa
Xoatlnyopmn.

5:30 p.p. Aeioon.

To npéypappa mrapovordler n repifparioviki ekmrardevTikog Tov KY.K.ILE.E. ko Xapd Ioavvov.




