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1. The Ramsar Convention and WWD

The Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance was signed on February 2, 1971 in the The Ramsar Convention
Caspian seaside resort of Ramsar in Iran. That is on Wetlands

why on this date every year a World Wetlands Day
is celebrated and the efforts of nature lovers aneh|||hIill
conservationists from all over the world turn

towards attracting public attention onto the sigaimce and problems of wetlands - rivers,
lakes, marshes, sea coast, etc. 2011 marks thartiiversary of the Ramsar Convention and
it is celebrated by hundreds of state and non-gomental organizations all over the world.

Bulgaria joined the Convention in 1976 and was ohe¢he first 10 countries (number 8,

24/01/76) in the world to do that. Ten are the amdk of international importance in Bulgaria
included in the Ramsar list: Ropotamo Complex, &ned, Atanasovo Lake, Durankulak

Lake, Lake Shabla, Belene Islands Complex, Ibiskend, Poda, Pomorie Wetland Complex,
Vaya Lake.

2. WWD 2011
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The anniversary year's theme for World Wetlands Day +40. FURED 19
Wetlands and Forestswith focus on the connections betweenss '& FORV\&AT%%‘H?
these. Unfortunately the huge importance of forefsis 7=
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maintaining the normal operation of wet ecosystésneften
neglected.Forests act as protection in major flood events,
maintain high level of ground water, host thousandsof

animals and plants, serve as a major part of the war g, .
cycle, prevent erosion, remove toxic substances, ud == 7 &
securing pure drinking water, provide shade, preveting &= | ' & '
over-evaporation, create leaf deposits, serving dsod for ,,‘\w'« @
many animals. At the same time forests in wetlandare of : 2 February WORLD
extreme importance for the environmental equilibrium on = s =< WETLANDS DAY
Earth.

: This year's WWD topic coincides with Green BalkaN&O
& o @ former activities on riparian forests conservateong Bulgarian
= stretches of Danube River. These include developnan
W eemeee STRATEGY FOR CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION
OF THE FLOODPLAIN FORESTS ON THE DANUBE
Shrategy ISLAND and ACTION PLAN FOR CONSERVATIO AND
e T RESTORATION OF THE FLOODPLAIN FORESTS ON
oo oo S THE BULGARIAN DANUBE ISLANDS - 2003-2007. These

™ were pioneer documents adopted by Bulgarian Fgrégiency

= ' at a time when a better part of the Bulgarian Danigtands was
i turned into intensive poplar plantations. Laterpdat projects in
partnership with Local Forestry Units were undegtakand

logged plots of plantations were re-planted withivea tree

2000



species of poplar, ash and willows thus restoraigitat and biodiversity.

3. Events organized by Green Balkans NGO for WWD 211

To celebrate the World Wetlands Day 2011 Green &8a&kNGO organized several events in
Plovdiv and Pomorie.

Plovdiv. Next to one of the bridges acros
the Maritsa River — one of the mos
significant bio-corridors and wetland
inland - the Green Balkans’ team carrig
out an awareness campaign. All interestggi
citizens were informed about th
importance of wetlands and had t
chance to observe the rich biodiversity
the river through a spotting-scope a
other provided optical equipment. Fc
many of them it was a nice surprise to fi
out that just next to their homes there &
such beautiful and interesting birds ik
Kingfishers, Grebes, Teals and Mallards. The fheit tMaritsa River is one of the most
important wintering sites worldwide for the
globally  threatened @ Pygmy  Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax pygmelisand the its largest
roots along the river is just next to the big city
was another revelation for many of the locals.
Other event in the city was held in the Children
Section of the Ivan Vazov National Library
where a representative of Green Balkans
introduced the kids from several schools of
Plovdiv to the rich wild life of Maritsa River
with an interesting multimedia presentation. The
events were supported by Ministry of
Environment and Waters and its regional body inv®ilo by providing translated Ramsar
materials — posters, stickers, leaflets.

Pomorie. The town issituated just south
of one of the ten Ramsar sites in Bulgaria g
— Pomorie Wetland Complex (Ramsar Site
No 1229).Pomorie Lake Visitor Centre
celebrated a double holiday: "Z0i%
anniversary of Ramsar and "0
anniversary of designation of Pomor
Lake protected site. An Open Door eve
was held at recently built Pomorie Lak
Visitor Centre with multimedia j§
presentation to local communit
describing what wetlands are, why thé
are important, what is the Ramsg




Convention and which are the 10 Ramsar sites igdia, the Forests and Wetlands topic for
WWD 2011, etc. A public showmg of the Ramsar Secrat video “Wetlands: Keeping our
planet alive and well” was also part of the
program. The visitors had also the chance
to use the available optical equipment and
observe some of the winter visitors of
Pomorie Lake like Redshanks, Grey
plovers, Black-headed gulls, Mallards,
Teals, Coots, Shelducks and Mute swans.
Last 2 species are among those 8 species
covering the Ramsar criteria for inclusion
of the site into the Ramsar List of Wetlands
of international Importance. Great interest
attracted the interactive touch-screen panel
that is part of the Visitor centre’s
exhibition. It is providing interesting facts
concerning Pomorie Lake like available eco-traits birdwatchers and nature lovers,
biodiversity and human activities in the area (sadt production and medicinal mud
extraction), other sites to visit in the regiorhrphoto gallery, etc.

Printed materials provided kindly by Ramsar Seciatavere distributed at events in Plovdiv
and Pomorie.

4. Media coverage

The media coverage included news articles on websiind participation in NBT (New
Bulgarian Television) program “Today”.
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| ! Orbennsasme Mexaynapoasma o

(:»espyepu npeau 40 roaun e chsanena » AoGasn
PAMCIPCKATA KOHBEHLMA 33 ONAZBIHE Ha
ENEXHATE SOMH C MEXAYHSDOAHC FHINEHNE.

ET0 5800 Ha TasH AaTa SCAKE FOANHE VYCHAHSTA Ha
MPHPCACSELNTHITILUNTE C& COSANHABAT 35 NPHBMWHSHE HE OOLLECTBEHOTD
Kot TO b 1 € HE BAGKHITE J0HN — DKW,

636pa, BNaTa, MOPCKC KPaAGPERWe W 1p.

Ta21 FOAVHE BCHUKM CuBTIA CRLP2AHY € KOHBEHLIMATA OT PaMCAp W@ 23CarHaT TEMaTa 23 BNAKHUTE 20HM
W FOPUTE. PAAKGO €& NPABA BPL3KA W €& OTUMTS OFPOMHOTO IHIUSHUE HA MOPHUTE 33 CLUECTBYBIHETO Ha
AOCTATLUHO 23M3CH OT NPACHA B0AA HA J@MATA, KaKTO U 23 NPABMNHOTO PYHKLIMORWPAHE Ha .BN3XHUTE”
eiocuTen. TOPUTE HIMLNKABAT POAATA HA AWIA NPH rONEMI HABOAHEHHS, NOANBPIHAT BHCOKO HHBOTO
1A NOANOYBENMTE BOAK, AOM C3 HA XWIAAN HHMBOTHM U Ca OCHOBEH €Tan, APe3 KOHTO NPEeMMHaBa Ha
KpBrosparTa Ha BoAaTa, T epo: T BelecTsa, KaTo OCHIypABaT
YNCTOTATa HA NHTEAHATA BOAA, NA3AT CAHKA, KOETO HaManABsa 3arybaTa va Bona Npw nunapenwe,
CHh3QaBaT NHUCTHA ¥ NAOA0BKM HOHOCH, KOUTO CA YacT OT XPOHHUTENHATA BEPHIa HA MHOIND XXUBOTHM.

E ropute Bhe e 30HM Ca M3k SIHO BAXHY 38 EKONOTHUHOTO PABHOBECHE Ha
3emnra.

BLe SpL2Ka € fleHa H3 BA2XHWTE 2041 TA2M roarHa CApyXKeHne .3enenin BanKaqu” OPradusupa HAKONKO
MeponpuaTUs B Mnosaws 1 Noxopue.

B Mnosaws na 6pera Ha p. Mapnua, KOATO @ EAWH OT HAA-B3MHMUTE GMOKOPMAOEY M BNAKHW 30HM BbE
BLTPEWHOCTTS HA CTPaHaTa, Ce Nposede TPAOMUMORHATa MHdopHMaumMoHHa KarnaHna. Bardrkn
33VHTEPECOBAHM MPaKAaHN NONYYMxa MHDOPMALIMA 33 3HAUEHWETO HA BASKHUTE 3J0HW W WM3EX3
BL3IMOKHOCT 43 HabnoaaeaTt Npes spuTentn TPLGm GoratoTo BropasHoobpasie B KOPWTOTO Ha pexkaTa. C
nogxkpenara Ha PUOCE- MnosAave 8 ASTCKMA OTASN Ha HapogHa BubnvoTtexa .Mead Bazos”, npsacrasuren
Ha Zenequ BANKAHM 33M03H3 ASLA 0T HAKONKO YUMIKWA B MN0BAUE € GOraToTo GUOACTMUHO PAHOOGRAzUe
Ha pexa Mapuua.

B [NoCeTMTeNICKMA LeHTLP Ha MMoMOPHIACKO e3epo O HANPAEeHa NPE2EHTALIMA I3 BNEMKHATE 2081 OT 5
MENCAYHAPOAHO 3HAUEHME B BLArapus 1 6e WanbueH GUAMBT Ha QUPEeKTopaTa Ha PancapekaTa KoHseHLA

0 CYHai TazroanwHKa buned. B UenTepbT Ge NPeacTaseHc 1 HoBoTo o0pazoBaTenHe MHTePaKTHBHD

Tabno, 4Upes KOETO MOCETUTENNTE LIIE MOraT CaMK A3 CE 33M03HABAT € MHTEpecHWTe daKkTK 33 MoMopuiAcko

£38p0. KOETO & 2aHO 0T 10 PaMCADPcKM HeCTa & BbArapis. MHTEPaKTHEHOTO TaBA0TO, KaKTO W FanAMa 4acT

07 0BoPYABAHETO Ha TIOCETUTENCKMA LISHTHD C3 BMHSHGADEHM N0 NPOSKT Ha 3enexn BankaHn kb

OrMeparueHa NporpaMa .OKonHa cpeaa 2007-20137, dnuancrpana oT Esponaickna hoss 33 pervoHanHo

pazenTue Ha EBPONEMCKAA Chioz 1 ARDXARHUA GIOANET Ha Penybauka Bearapus

3a KoHTaKT! Henn Apabamxuesa - 3enenm Gankaqu, Ten: 0884 257711



= Wsrneg Mcropus Ommerkn  Muctpyments  Tomouy

£y @ nhttp://dariknews.bg/view_article.phparticle_id=662708
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MemyHaponHMﬂ [€eH Ha BnaxHwTe 30HKU oTbennsaxa B ﬂomopue
3 hespyapn 2011 08:53 | Credwa Kpywwxosa | (2] Komermupait

TMpeseHTauUnA 3a BNaXHUTE 30HA OT
MEXIYHEPOOHO 3HaYeHue B bbnrapua
npeAcTasixa B MOCETUTeNCKMA LeHTBP Ha
NomMopuHCKo e3epo. OpraHusaTop 6e
Caopysenue ,3enequn bankanun” no nosod JeHat
Ha BIaKHUTE 30HU.

Cpeq MeponpuaTHATa GAXa OLLE, M3MbYBAHE Ha
unm Ha [upexToparta Ha PamcapckaTta
KOHBEHUMS Mo CyYal TasroaMuHHA o6knei
/40 rogvHK oT Cb3faBaneTo Ha KoHseHuMATa/. NpeacTaseto be M HOBOTO 0bpasoBaTenHo
MHTEPaKTMBHO Tabno, YPes KOeTo NOCETHTENNUTE LUe MOraT CaMi A3 Ce 3aM03HABAT C MHTEPECHUTE
daKTy 3a MoMOPUIACKD e3ep0, KOETO € egHO OT 10 PaMcapcku mecta B Beirapus.

VHTEPaKTWUBHOTO TabNOTO, KAKTO M ToNAMA YacT oT o60pYABaHETO Ha MNOCETUTENCKHA UEHTEP Ca
QWHEHCMPaKKM NO NPOEKT Ha 3eneHW bankaHW KM OnepaTheHa nporpamMa ,OKonHa cpeaa
2007-2013", duHaHCMpaHa oT EBponelickiA GOHA 33 pervioHanHo passUTHe Ha EBPONEicKUA Chio3
W AbpxaBHIS BlogxeT Ha Penybnvka Buarapus.

Ha 2 gespyapn npegit 40 roguus e cbigagera PamMcapckata KoHBeHL A 38 Oria3BaHe Ha BIaKHHTE
FOHH C MEXAVHAPOAHO FHaYerite. ETO 3810 Ha Ta3i AaTa BCIKG TOMHHE YOWTnaTa Ha
MPHDOACIUMTHHLHTE C8 OBEQHHAEAT 38 IPHBTHHAHE Ha OBLIECTBEHOTO BHITMBHIE KbM
SHIYEHHETE i POBIEMUTE HI BAGNHUTE 30HH - DEKS, 83803, B3T3, MOPCKO KDAHEDEXHE i Fp.

Contacts:
Dimitar Popov —-dpopov@greenbalkans.org
Neli Arabadzhieva harabadzhieva@agreenbalkans.org

Photo credits: Neli Arabadzhieva, Dimitar Popov,rigbo Kirov

The events for WWD 2011 were held within proje@&088-67-487 "Urgent Measures for Restoration
and Conservation of Species and Habitats of Eunof&gnificance within Pomorie Lake Complex of
Protected Natural Areas” funded by the European iBeg Development Fund of the European
Union and the state budget of the Republic of Bidgd&rough Operational Program “Environment”
2007-2013.
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