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“Here is our breakfast, our 
lunch and our dinner,” a 
middle-aged villager tells us, 
pointing to a large pond.

She lives in Nongtha 
village in Chanthabouly 
district, where one of three 
wetland areas in Vientiane can 
be found.

Every day, villagers go 
to the pond to collect various 
kinds of vegetables that 
flourish here and the men go 
to catch fish.

“There are a lot of fish 
here. We don’t need to buy any 
at the market,” Mr Bounthom 
Vorasane, a 64-year-old 
fisherman, told us.

“Catching fish in the pond 
has enabled me to feed my son 
and daughter over the years. 
Although we’re not rich, we’re 
also not poor,” he said.

Fishing in the pond has 
been his only way of earning 
a living since 1988. In the 
past, he could catch over 10kg 
per day. On a good day, the 
old man could bring in over 
20kg. 

Just 2-3kg was enough 
for his family of four so the 
remainder was sold at the 
market.

Thirty households grew up 
next to the pond in Nongtha 
village. The wetland area 
became a source of food that 
seemed inexhaustible.

“There were so many fish 
that we had to use a basket 
to catch them,” an old lady 
recalled.

Then everything changed. 
Life turned tougher. 

The mass of fish is now 
significantly reduced. With 
luck, a fisherman can only 
catch 6-7kg a day now, and 
the fish are smaller than in the 
past.
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The World Bank is one of the world’s largest sources of funding for the developing world. Its primary 
focus is on helping the poorest people and the poorest countries. It uses its financial resources, its 
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the following Locally Recruited Staff positions to join the Lao PDR Country Team in Vientiane. 

SHORT TERM CONSULTANT 
PUBLIC SECTOR AND GOVERNANCE
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on policy actions and triggers;
4.	 Working with Bank sectoral colleagues under guidance of the task team leader on the Nam Theun2 

Revenue Management Arrangements, with specific focus on determining eligible programs;
5.	 Working with the task team on dissemination of the PFM diagnostic studies such as  public 
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and
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•	 Fluent in English and Lao.
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Wetlands – a natural source of food that 
may not last forever

Such biodiversity loss has 
occurred not only in Nongtha 
but in many other areas of 
Laos. 

Mr Savanh 
Chanthakoummane, Deputy 
Director of the Forest Resource 
Conservation Division at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, gave an example of 
biodiversity loss in a wetland 
area in Champassak province. 

“Some populations have 
moved elsewhere and have not 
come back. The food source, 
of course, reduces. We have 
no clear regulations to ensure 
that people, even residents of 
wetland areas, are fishing in 
the right ways,” he said.

In Nongtha, villagers 
blamed the reduced fish 
population on outsiders who 
come to the village to catch 
fish by many methods, even 
electrofishing, in which electric 
shocks are administered.

“Nongtha village shares 
the pond with four other 
villages. This makes it difficult 
to manage and control, 
especially with regard to 

economic and environmental 
concerns,” said Village Head 
Souphan Keobounma.

“In spite of this, as head of 
the village I have asked people 
to clean around the pond. I 
think we should protect it 
because the pond can benefit 
not only this village but others 
nearby as well.” 

International Union 
for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Country 
Representative, Ms Latsamy 
Silavong, said: “Some areas 
in Laos are low areas, which 
all are wetlands. We need 
local people to recognise how 
important wetlands are. All the 
functions of wetlands should 
be understood by everyone.”

The wetlands ecosystem 
fulfils various functions 
which are essential for human 
survival such as recharging 
of groundwater reservoirs, 
water purification and waste 
treatment, flood control and 
storm protection, as well as 

being a source of water and 
fish, and providing recreational 
and spiritual opportunities.

These functions have been 
valued by some economists 
at US$14 trillion annually 
worldwide.

According to IUCN, we 
have probably already lost 50 
percent globally and we are 
still losing wetlands, especially 
in developing countries.

It is difficult to protect 
wetlands when there is no 
specific legislation in place in 
Laos. 

Mr Savanh 
Chanthakoummane said the 
government was trying to 
make local people understand 
the importance of forestry and 
wetlands. His activities now 
focus on the establishment of 
laws and regulations to protect 
them.

Villagers in Nongtha tried 
to express their hopes and 
expectations.

“We want this area to 

be developed. We hope the 
government protects it. This is 
all we have to live on.” 

The village head said 
“Wetlands can provide jobs 
for people. We really want to 
conserve them.”

“We want to keep them for 

 A view of Nongtha pond. 

Mr Bounmy Bhodhisane shows 
a fish he has caught in the 
pond.

Villagers in Nongtha village collect vegetables from the pond.

future generations.”
Truong Thanh Thuy, a 

reporter with the Vietnam 
Forum of Environmental 

Journalists, is working at 
the Vientiane Times for 10 

months under an exchange 
programme.  


