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Introduction 
This statement was discussed and agreed upon between participants from Poland, Belarus and Ukraine 
during the International Seminar on the Protection and Management of the River Bug in a 
Transboundary Context, which took place in Lublin on 13 and 14 November 2008, and which was 
organized by Wageningen International in cooperation with Pro Biodiversity in Poland.  
 
The seminar was organised in the frame of a project that assesses the possibilities for the designation 
and management of an ecological network along the River Bug from its source in Ukraine to where it 
discharges into the Narew River in Poland and was funded by the Dutch government under the BBI 
Matra Programme.  
 
The seminar brought together 31 policy-makers, scientists, water managers, nature conservationists, and 
various international organisation, in particular UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme, The 
Ramsar Convention, IUCN-World Conservation Union and ECNC. 
 
Over a long stretch the River Bug forms the border between European Union member state Poland 
and its neighbours Ukraine and Belarus. This poses extra challenges to the conservation, management 
and sustainable use of its biodiversity and water resources in terms of research, communication and 
monitoring activities. 
 
Immediate objectives of the seminar included: 

• Encouraging the speedy designation of the Tri-lateral Biosphere Reserve through the signing of 
the appropriate agreement by the three responsible governments 

• Discussing the pros and cons of the designation of a Tri-lateral Ramsar site complementary to 
the proposed tri-lateral Biosphere Reserve including its possible delineation.  

• Assessing the possibilities of the designation and management of an ecological network along 
the River Bug  

• Promoting integrated management of the water resources and the biodiversity along the river 
Bug based on the principles of the EU Water Framework Directive 

• Promoting transboundary and cross-sectoral cooperation between the water management 
sector and the nature and biodiversity conservation and sustainable use sector in across the 
border between Poland, Ukraine and Belarus. 

 
The participants of the workshop  
 
Being aware of:  
 
- the special position of the River Bug as the border between the European union and the neighbouring 
states Belarus and Ukraine,  
 
- the European significance of the landscape and biodiversity along the River Bug, and its vital role in 
the European Ecological Network; 
 
- the constraints the border between the European Union and its neighbouring countries poses on 
communication and cooperation between relevant organisations involved in the management of the 
biodiversity and water resources and the difficulties this causes for transborder and cross sectoral 
cooperation regarding the protection and management of the biological diversity and water resources 
along the River Bug  
 



-the urgent need to develop scientific knowledge on the hydrological, climatological and ecological 
processes that are crucial for the protection and maintenance of the landscape and biodiversity along 
the Bug River and for the planning of appropriate measures for the management and protection of the 
biodiversity and water resources along the River Bug, 
 
- the results of the UNESCO-JFIT Project “Establishment of a Transboundary Biosphere Reserve and 
Ecological Network in the Polesie Region” which aimed at the provision of scientific background of an 
ecological network in the Polesie region 
 
stressing  
 
- the importance of international co-operation among governments, science organisations and non-
governmental organisations at the national and regional level sector for the management and protection 
of the biodiversity and water resources 
 
- the need to harmonize land use planning with protection and management of the biological diversity 
and water resources  
 
- the need to develop tuned and coordinated protection and management measures for the River Bug 
using the EU Water Framework Directive as a coordinating tool. 
 
taking into consideration  
 
the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity,  
 
the provisions of the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat ( the Ramsar Convention) with regard to the cooperation on the protection and management 
of transboundary wetlands 
 
the principles of the EU Birds and Habitats Directives with regard to the identification, protection and 
management of habitats and species of European significance in a coordinated manner 
 
the Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of the MAB programme of the UNESCO and the 
MAB Madrid Action Plan, 
 
the requirements for transborder basin wide cooperation on River Basin management Planning as 
demanded by the EU Water Framework Directive  
 
the ongoing work to establish the Pan-European Ecological Network and also national ecological 
networks in Belarus, Poland and Ukraine 
 
the need to integrate the protection and management of the biodiversity along the River Bug into the 
management of the water resources of the River Bug 
 
Have agreed that:  

 
The overall goal of this Joint Statement is to promote appropriate management of the biodiversity and 
water resources along the River Bug as part of sustainable development of the border area between 
Poland and Belarus and Poland and Ukraine through strengthened cooperation between the 
government bodies, scientific organisations and non governmental organisations involved in nature 
protection and water resources management in the three countries and to promote an integrated 
approach to the protection and management of the River Bug. 
 



The participants of the International Seminar call upon the respective governments, 
stakeholders and international organisations to: 
 
- include the aspects of transborder cooperation on biodiversity management along the river Bug into 
the activities of the Transborder Water Management Commission for the Bug River,  
 
or where appropriate,  
 
- establish a Joint Commission on Transborder Integrated Biodiversity Management along the Bug to 
coordinate the planning and execution of management measures in accordance with the goals of this 
Joint Statement , 
 
- transfer information on the proposed and ongoing activities relevant for the conservation, sustainable 
use and management of the River Bug  
 
- consult with each other about the planning of measures that impact the biodiversity and water 
resources along the River Bug  
 
- promote the accessibility and open exchange of data and publications regarding biodiversity, climate 
change, hydrology and water quality data as well of relevant policies and strategies relevant for the Bug.  
 
- promote training and capacity building of experts working in the fields of biodiversity research and 
biodiversity monitoring to allow for compatibility of the data gathered  
 
- promote to raise public awareness on the importance of the River Bug as a backbone of the Pan-
European Ecological Network. 
 
- coordinate activities aimed at the designation and management of protected areas and their flora and 
fauna along the Bug River 
 
- exchange information on protected areas management 
 
- start investigations into the delineation of the proposed Ramsar Site in the area of the Trilateral 
Biosphere Reserve and agree with the neighbouring countries to designate the national part of the 
proposed Ramsar site together with the proposed Ramsar site in the neighbouring country as one 
Trilateral Ramsar site  
 
- elaborate a joint integrated management plan for the management of the Trilateral Ramsar site once 
designated 

 
- identify biodiversity hotspot and designate these as protected areas in compliance with the methods 
applied for the identification and designation of Natura 2000 sites under the EU Birds and Habitats 
Directives as part of the design of an ecological network along the Bug River  
 
- designate the Trilateral Biosphere Reserve as soon as possible 
 
- agree on the priorities for research, conservation, sustainable use and management for the execution 
of the above through the elaboration of a joint Action Plan  
 
the participants identified the signing of an intergovernmental agreement between Poland, 
Ukraine and Belarus on transborder cooperation in water management and nature protection 
as a priority action to successfully design and implement an European Ecological Network 
along the River Bug:  
 



the participants identified the following important actions for the above-mentioned Action Plan: 
 
Organisational 
 

a. the identification and nomination of an NGO coordination/leader unit to coordinate and 
encourage the implementation of this Joint Statement 

b. the establishment of expert working groups (hydrology, biodiversity and other work areas) 
consisting of relevant stakeholders – one in each country but with regular coordination 
meetings between the working groups  

c. one web portal with information on the activities and initiatives taken and that opens up to 
the other web sites 

d. the promotion of integrated management taking into account regional interests 
e. the inclusion of the main principles of the EU Water Framework Directive into Belarusian 

and Ukrainian law 
f. the application of the methods of the EU Habitats Directive in the monitoring, mapping and 

identification of habitats and species of European importance. 
g.  

Research 
• Creation of a scientific coordinating body to coordinate and harmonise research activities 
• Harmonised methodologies in research and data gathering 
• Research in cultural history, socio-economic aspects, political aspects, architectural aspects to 

increase management effectiveness.  
• Habitat identification, flora inventories and fauna inventories based on a gap analyses of current 

knowledge to gain full insight in the biodiversity  
• Research and data gathering that respond to the needs of management issues 
• Better coordination of the planning and execution of research activities.  
• Research into the ecosystem-services of the area including quantification and valuation 
• Unification of methodologies to assess chemical and biological water quality status 
• Common understanding on the methodologies to be applied before starting research and 

monitoring 
• More focus on economic and social aspects of the area 
• Investigations into the spreading of invasive species and the consequents for the ecosystems. 
•  

Management 
• Assessment of current management structures relevant for the management of the Bug River 

(national and international) 
• Collaboration in the elaboration of joint action plans 
• Integrated management planning (agriculture, tourism, forestry, nature conservation)  
• Addressing pollution with pesticides and other chemical and organic substances 
• Cooperation and twinning with other biosphere reserves to exchange experiences (UNESCO is 

willing to facilitate)  
• Exchange of experiences with nature reserves and other protected areas and initiatives across the 

border 
• More focus on water management issues and the relation between water management, hydrology 

and biodiversity 
• Insight in the relation between agriculture, forestry, tourism and biodiversity 
• The development of tourism harmonised with the protection of the biodiversity 
• More focus on the protection of the cultural and historical features and landscapes. 

 
Emerging research and management issues: 

• Global warming and the impact on the water resources and biodiversity 



• The development of green or pro-biodiversity businesses  
• The communication with and involvement of local stakeholders 
• Synchronizing the designation of the Ramsar site with the designation of the Bilateral Biosphere 

Reserve. 
• More attention for social, historical and cultural aspects 
• Learn from other countries in best practices and inspire each other.  
• The Bug River as part of an ecological network to connect the Black Sea and Baltic Sea 
• The Bug River as a pilot for Integrated Water Resources Management and Biodiversity 

Protection 
 
The participants expressed their hope that the designation of the Biosphere Reserve will:  
 

• Benefit nature and the livelihoods of people living in the area (long term) 
• Improve the transborder cooperation and communication 
• Enhance the exchange of knowledge  
• Support the development of Green Business 
• Increase local ownership of the protection and management of the area 
• Promote easy cross border contacts  
• Give better access to external sources for funding for research and management  
• Improve the protection status because of the international status and attention.  
•  

The participants endorsed the designation of a Trilateral Ramsar in the border area of Belarus, 
Ukraine and Poland along the Bug River as part of the Ecological Network and propose the 
following concrete steps to achieve this:  
 

• Design and implement a project to agree on delineation and designation. Three options are 
mentioned with respect to the possible delineation of the Ramsar site: just the floodplains, 
floodplain and adjacent upper parts, and 3rd ; the whole biosphere reserve. The last option might 
prove to be difficult because complex situation in terms of management 

• Have a meeting with decision makers to promote and elucidate why the area needs protection 
and coordinated management 

• Compare three national proposals and process into one proposal to be submitted to respective 
government bodies 

• Secure support from local stakeholders and clarify reason and implications of the designation 
 
The participants proposed that:  

• Each country does its best to get its own part designated. The Ramsar Focal Point has the 
responsibility to provide a platform by for instance the establishment of an informal working 
group to do all the scientific work  

• The initiative should be taken by relevant NGOs with involvement of local stakeholders. 
• The responsibility for sending the proposal to the Ramsar secretariat lays with the Ministries of 

Environment in the three countries in cooperation with the national coordinating committee for 
Ramsar sites or National Ramsar Committees where appropriate. 

•  
 
 
The participants requested to organiser of the conference to send a copy of the Joint Statement to the 
following parties: 

 
- the Ministries of Nature and Environment and Water Management t of Belarus, Poland 

and Ukraine 



- the appropriate regional and local authorities 
- The Water Management Boards, responsible for the Bug river 
- The European Commission 
- The Council of Europe 
- Donor countries with an interest in the conservation and management of the Bug River, 

including the funder of the seminar. 
- Donor organisations  
- The Secretariats of UNESCO MAB and the Ramsar Convention 


