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The Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) is the subsidiary body of the Ramsar Convention that provides st@ehtifahgdidance to
the Conference of the Contracting Parties, the Standing Committee and the Ramsar Secretariat. Its members are appoitieeecyeays by the
STRP Oversight Committee and the Standing Committee has overall responsibility for its wankdeseoperandias adopted by Resolution X.9
and adjusted by Resolution X1.18). The STRP develops and implements its work plan for each triennium based on thekssattpytahe Con-
ference of the Contracting Parties (see Resolution XlI. 17). For the22QB3triennium, the STRP is composed by: a Chairpensdra Vice Chair-
person; 13 members, including the Vice Chair, appointed in their own right for their expertise on matters relating to watlsgrdation and wise
use; representatives from the five International Organization Partners (IOPs); invited experts and Observer OrganidRiPomsmSeérs are as-
sisted in their work by a network of STRP National Focal Points, who advise them directly on STRP matters and providet@mvbais the STRP
and the networks of other relevant experts within each of their countries.

Royal C. Gardner, STRP Chair

Roy is a Professor of Law and Director of the Institute for Biodiversity Law and Policy at Stetson Univer-
sity College of Law in Florida. His teaching and research focus on wetland law and policy, with particular
emphasis on biodiversity offsets and the Ramsar Convention. He began working on wetland policy at a
national level while at the Pentagon (from 198993) and served on the (U.S.) National Research Coun-
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participated in COP10 as an STRP member and COP11 as an STRP invited expert. He is the former Chair
of the U.S. National Ramsar Committee and the recipiétite 2006 National Wetlands Award for edu-

cation and outreach.

Christine Prietto, STRP Vichair

Christine Prietto is Board Member of the Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia (HWCA), Australia's first
dedicated wetlands centre, which is located in Newcastle, NSW. Involvement with HWCA has provided

her with significant experience in involving the local community in wetland restoration and manage-

ment. Christine led the Ramsar listing process for Shortland Wetlands from220@21and in COP9 ac-
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munication, Education and Public Awareness (CEPApbernment Focal Point for the Ramsar Con-
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Ms Prietto has served as the thematic lead for CEPA on the STRP.
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Cui Lijuan

Professor Cui Lijuan is the director and chief specialist of the Institute of Wetland Research, Chinese
Academy of Forestry, with 23 years of professional experience in the field of wetland ecology and envi-
ronmental science. She is currently interested in wetlands restoration, wetland monitoring and evalua-

tion. She serves as supervisor for doctoral and master candidates. She is the leader of several Chinese
national projects and international cooperative projects on wetland conservation and restoration. She is
also a member of the Chinese National Wetland Science and Technology Committee, a member of
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has also acted as an invited expert of the STRP from-2002 and STRP member from 2a28305.
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Guéladio Cissé

Guéladio Cissé is a sanitary engineer, public health and environmental epidemiology researcher at the
Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH) in Basel, Switzerland. He is currently the head of
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Unit of the Epidemiology and Public Health Department. He holds a M.Sc. and a Ph.D. from the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne (EPFL). He has been, from 2001 to 2009, the West Africa
Regional Coordinator of the National Centre of Competence in Research-8tmrth (NCGRorth-

South), a 12 year Swiss international partnership research programme on sustainable development. For
more than 20 years, his field of research has covered mainly environment and health risks assessment
in urban areas. His current interests and projects include investigations on the ecosystem health ap-
proach, applied to assessments in an integrative way to climate variability and climate change effects,
vulnerabilities, adaptation challenges and disaster risk reduction.

Hiromi Yamashita
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perceptions of the risks and benefits of tidal flat restorations); decisiaking and consensus building

for wetland conservation activities and CEPA for adults and deaisakers, as well as for young peo-

ple. In addition to working on wetland research projects, she conducts practical activities such as taking
university students to tidal flats as part of her lectures and has created visual commercials about tidal
flats. Her Ph.D. study looked at issues on environmental risk communication, especially in wetland con-
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knowledge in decisiomaking and the interface between international conventions and national wet-

land policy. She currently works at the Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Nagoya University,
Japan.

Lars Dinesen

Lars is a dedicated biologist and has worked on biodiversity conservation and use for the last 20 years.
He is the Ramsar STRP National Focal Point in the Danish Ministry of Environment. Lars participated in
Ramsar COP7, 8 and 11 in Danish and Tanzanian delegations, and he has also been to five CBD COPs
since 1997. He works with the implementation of EU Bird and Habitat Directives (Natura 2000), nature
assessment and reporting obligations. Lars worked over three years in Tanzani2(@a)0support-

ing Ramsar ratification and implementation in the country, including designation of fourdarege

Ramsar sites, and he is proud to have found in Tanzania, 10 years earlier, a bird genus new to science.
He has worked with wetland (and forest) management planning and monitoring in Europe, including
Russia since 1990, and in a few countries in South East Asia. He has dealt with Ramsar site designations
in Denmark, the Faroe Islands and in high arctic Greenland.

Matthew McCartney

Matthew is a Principal Researcher with the International Water Management Institute (IWMI). He is a
hydrologist, specializing in water resources and wetland and hgdatogical studies. His experience

comes from having participated in a broad range of research and applied projects, often as part of a
multi-disciplinary team. His research relates to climate change and water storage, as well as the envi-
ronmental and health impacts of irrigation schemes, ecosystem services and the use of wetlands for
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Matt Walpole

Matt is Head of Science, Economics, Policy and Partnerships at\WQHMRE, where he has worked

since 2008. An applied ecologist by training (one of his early research projects explored the impacts of
tourism in Keoladeo National Park, a Ramsar site in India), Matt joined the conservation NGO sector
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largely on biodiversity and ecosystem service monitoring, indicators, models and assessments. He over-
saw the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP), established to improve the development and use of
biodiversity indicators at national, regional and global scales in support of MEAs, including the Ramsar
Convention. Matt spends much time participating in and promoting ecosystem assessments, including
understanding the economic values of ecosystem services, past, present and future, and their impacts

on human wellbeing and poverty alleviation. Matt-cadinated the UK National Ecosystem Assessment
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look (GEG»). He also sits on the Steering Committee of GEO BON, which is helping to develop the

Global Wetland Observing System (GWOS).



Pierre Horwitz

Pierre Horwitz has nearly 30 years of experience in wetland management, including the areas of invet-
brate ecology, systems ecology, commusbgsed participation approaches, wetlands and human

health and together the role of ecosystems in the human condition. He was a foundedjtGoof the
international journal Ecdéiealth, the field in which he works. He is a Professor at Edith Cowan Univer-
sity in southwestern Australia, where he focuses on the role of learning and teaching about water and
wetlands management and the importance of improving connectivity across sectors to deal with com-
plexity and uncertainty. He looks older now than he did a few years ago.

Randy Milton

Randy Milton is the Manager for the Ecosystems and Habitats Program with the Nova Scotia Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and an Adjunct Professor at Acadia University. He has dedicated his career

to wetlands and waterbirds since being introduced, while an undergraduate, to the Tantramar Marshes.
Delivering the North American Waterfowl Management Plan locally, regionally and internationally is a
significant part of his program, serving on Joint Venture working groups and the international Plan
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tion to COPs 7 thru 10, participating in COP11 as an STRP invited expert, and with the STRP since COP?7.

Randy Thaman
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ceived his BA and MA in geography from the University of California, Berkeley, and a Ph.D. from UCLA.
Randy has conducted research in most of the USP member countries, with his most recent studies hav-
ing been on communitpased biodiversity conservation in Fiji, Solomon Islands Tonga, Niue, Tuvalu

and Kiribati and the floras of Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, Nauru, Tuvalu and a number of islands in Fiji.
Over the years countless USP students have worked with him on these projects. Many of these stu-
dents now hold important positions with government and rgovernment agencies working in the

areas of environmental management and sustainable development throughout the region. His main
areas of research interest include: sustainable development, Pacific Island floras, atoll anidlanmll
ecosystems and biodiversity, mangroves and coastal vegetation, marine biodiversity, agroforestry, in-
vasive species, Pacific Island food systems, ethnobiology and traditional environmental knowledge,
communitybased biodiversity conservation and ecotourism. In March 1997 he was invested as a Mem-
ber of the Order of Fiji for his contributions to Fiji through his teaching, sport and community service.
Most recently, he was awarded Honorary Membership of IUCN at the 2012 World Conservation Con-
gress in Jeju, Korea and was elected as a member of the first Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP) of
the recently established Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in
Bonn, Germany.

Reda Fishar

Mohamed Reda Fishar is Professor of Hydrobiology and Director of the Inland water and Aquaculture
Branch at the National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries in Egypt. He has 25 years of profes-
sional experience in the field of aquatic ecology. His works involve biodiversity of aquatic habitats, inva-
sive species, ecology and biology of benthic fauna in marine and freshwater ecosystems, as well as poli-
cies and strategies for biodiversity and wetlands in Egypt and the Arab region. He is a national and re-
gional expert for Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency and the League of Arab States in wetlands, bio-
diversity and crossutting issues. He is in charge of many projects funded by donor countries and inter-
national agencies (e.g., GEF, EU and USAID) for the conservation and monitoring of natural resources in
Egypt and North Africa. He has supervised more than 10 M.Sc. and Ph.D. theses and published about
50 scientific articles, book chapters and reports on aquatic biodiversity, the Nile River and wetlands.




