
 

CONVENTION ON WETLANDS (Ramsar, Iran, 1971) 
 
Proceedings of the 6TH Meeting of the Conference of the 
Contracting Parties (Brisbane, Australia, 19-27 March 1996) 
 
 

RESOLUTION VI.17: FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY MATTERS 
 
1. RECALLING the budgetary provisions established by Article 6, paragraphs 5 and 6, of the 

Convention; 
 
2. ACKNOWLEDGING with appreciation the prompt payment by the majority of 

Contracting Parties of their contributions to the core budget of the Convention; 
 
3. INVITING Contracting Parties that have not done so also to pay promptly their 

contributions in order to facilitate the work of the Convention and in particular the 
smooth financial running of the Convention Bureau; 

 
4. NOTING with gratitude the additional financial contributions made by many Contracting 

Parties for activities undertaken under the Convention and the financial contributions also 
made for this purpose by intergovernmental institutions and non-governmental 
organizations; and 

 
5. ACKNOWLEDGING with appreciation the effective financial and administrative 

services provided by IUCN - The World Conservation Union to the Ramsar Bureau; 
 

THE CONFERENCE OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES 
 
6.  DECIDES that the Terms of Reference for the Financial Administration of the 

Convention contained in Annex 3 to Resolution 5.2 shall be applied in toto to the 
1997-1999 triennium; 

  
7. APPROVES the budget for the 1997-1999 triennium attached as Annex I; 

8. DECIDES that the contribution of each Contracting Party to this budget will be in line 
with the scale of assessments for the contributions of Member States to the United 
Nations budget already approved by the UN General Assembly for 1997 (Annex II) and 
yet to be approved for 1998 and 1999; 

 
9. INSTRUCTS the Standing Committee to report to the 7th Meeting of the Conference of 

the Contracting Parties on its further investigation into alternatives to the use of the 
United Nations scale of assessments as the basis for the calculation of annual 
contributions to the Convention budget, taking into consideration the need for an 
equitable burden sharing among the Parties and the situation in developing countries; 

 
10.  FURTHER DECIDES that: 

  
a) the Ramsar Bureau shall establish a Reserve Fund to meet unforeseen and 

unavoidable expenditures, which shall not have implications for the core budget; 
  



 

b) the Fund’s source of income shall be:  
 

i) savings which result from limiting expenditures or efficiencies realized within 
the budget of the previous fiscal year; 

ii) payment of Contracting Party subscriptions that had been written off as bad 
debts; 

iii) interest earned on funds received, with the approval of the donor; 
 
c) the resources kept in the Fund should not be higher at any time than one-twelfth of 

the core budget of the current fiscal year; 

d) the Fund should be administered by the Secretary General under the guidance of the 
Subgroup on Finance as established by the Standing Committee; and 

11. FURTHER DECIDES that:  
 

a) the Standing Committee shall establish a Subgroup on Finance, with a minimum of 
five and a maximum of seven members from different regions, and shall designate 
one of the members to act as Chair of the Subgroup; 

b) the Subgroup shall deal with all financial matters of the Convention and report and 
make recommendations on these matters to the Standing Committee; 

c) the Subgroup Chair, in consultation as appropriate with the Chair of the Standing 
Committee and, when so required, the Subgroup as a whole, shall provide guidance 
and advice to the Secretary General in the discharge of his/her duties in connection 
with the administration of the finances of the Convention (this shall include all 
issues related to the sourcing and use of funds in the Reserve Fund); and 

d) the Subgroup on Finance shall meet in anticipation of each Standing Committee 
meeting and prepare recommendations on all financial aspects that are submitted to 
the Standing Committee; otherwise, the Subgroup shall work by correspondence. 

 



 

Annex I 
 

CORE BUDGET 1997-1999 
(costs in Swiss francs [000]) 

 
1997 1998 1999

   
1. Staff Costs  1718 1796 1878
  (salaries and social charges)    
   
2. Scientific and Technical Services   
  a) Ramsar Database 110 110 110
  b) Management Guidance Procedure 0 0 0
   
3. Travel on Official Business 100 105 110
   
4. Purchase/Maintenance of Equipment/ 30 30 30
  Office Supplies (including depreciation)   
   
5. Administrative Services & Operating Costs   
  a) IUCN services: computer/finance/ 305 314 322
   occupancy/personnel administration   
  b) Operating Costs: fax/telephone/photocopy/ 95 110 120
   clerical help/hospitality/bank charges etc.   
   
6. Communications and Reporting   
  a) Publications/translation/mailing 130 150 155
  b) Newsletter 30 30 30
   
7. Standing Committee and Other Committees   
  a) Standing Committee delegate support 30 30 35
  b) STRP members’ support 20 20 20
  c) Regional representatives’ support 20 20 20
  d) Standing Committee chair fund 0 0 0
   
8. Conference of the Parties   
  a) Cost of the Conference 0 0 0
  b) Conference delegate support 0 0 0
   
9. Ramsar Small Grants Fund 70 70 70
   
10. Reserve Fund 0 0 0
   
   
Total Core Budget 2658 2785 2900
 
 
Total for the 1997-1999 triennium: SFR 8,343,000 

 



 

Annex II 
 

CALCULATION OF MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 1997 
Note: Annual contributions relating to the budget for 1998 (SFR 2,785,000) and 1999 (SFR 

2,900,000) will be calculated according to the scale for these two years to be adopted by the UN 
General Assembly. 

 
 UN RAMSAR 1997 
MEMBER STATE % %  
ALBANIA 0.01 0.010694  284  
ALGERIA 0.16  0.171111  4,548  
ARGENTINA 0.48  0.513332  13,644  
ARMENIA 0.05  0.053472  1,421  
AUSTRALIA 1.48  1.582775  42,070  
AUSTRIA 0.87  0.930415  24,730  
BANGLADESH 0.01  0.010694  284  
BELGIUM 1.01  1.080137  28,710  
BOLIVIA 0.01  0.010694  284  
BRAZIL 1.62  1.732497  46,050  
BULGARIA 0.08  0.085555  2,274  
BURKINA FASO 0.01  0.010694  284  
CANADA 3.11  3.325966  88,404  
CHAD 0.01  0.010694  284  
CHILE 0.08  0.085555  2,274  
CHINA 0.74  0.791387  21,035  
COMOROS 0.01  0.010694  284  
COSTA RICA 0.01  0.010694  284  
COTE D’IVOIRE 0.01  0.010694  284  
CROATIA 0.09  0.096250  2,558  
CZECH REPUBLIC 0.25  0.267361  7,106  
DENMARK 0.72  0.769999  20,467  
ECUADOR 0.02  0.021389  569  
EGYPT 0.08  0.085555  2,274  
ESTONIA 0.04  0.042778  1,137  
FINLAND 0.62  0.663054  17,624  
FRANCE 6.42  6.865821  182,494  
GABON 0.01  0.010694  284  
GERMANY 9.06  9.689149  257,538  
GHANA 0.01  0.010694  284  
GREECE 0.38  0.406388  10,802  
GUATEMALA 0.02  0.021389  569  
GUINEA 0.01  0.010694  284  
GUINEA-BISSAU 0.01  0.010694  284  
HONDURAS 0.01  0.010694  284  
HUNGARY 0.14  0.149722  3,980  
ICELAND 0.03  0.032083  853  
INDIA 0.31  0.331527  8,812  
INDONESIA 0.14  0.149722  3,980  
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 0.45  0.481249  12,792  
IRELAND 0.21  0.224583  5,969  
ITALY 5.25  5.614573  149,235  



 

JAPAN 15.65  16.736775  444,863  
JORDAN 0.01  0.010694  284  
KENYA 0.01  0.010694  284  
LATVIA 0.08 0.085555  2,274  
LIECHTENSTEIN 0.01  0.010694  284  
LITHUANIA 0.08  0.085555  2,274  
MALAYSIA 0.14  0.149722  3,980  
MALI 0.01  0.010694  284  
 
 UN RAMSAR 1997 
MEMBER STATE % %  
MALTA 0.01  0.010694  284  
MAURITANIA 0.01  0.010694  284  
MEXICO 0.79  0.844860  22,456  
MOROCCO 0.03  0.032083  853  
NAMIBIA 0.01 0.010694  284  
NEPAL 0.01  0.010694  284  
NETHERLANDS 1.59  1.700414  45,197  
NEW ZEALAND 0.24  0.256666  6,822  
NIGER 0.01  0.010694  284  
NORWAY 0.56  0.598888  15,918  
PAKISTAN 0.06  0.064167  1,706  
PANAMA 0.01  0.010694  284  
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 0.01  0.010694  284  
PARAGUAY 0.01  0.010694  284  
PERU 0.06  0.064167  1,706  
PHILIPPINES 0.06  0.064167  1,706  
POLAND 0.33  0.352916  9,381  
PORTUGAL 0.28  0.299444  7,959  
ROMANIA 0.15  0.160416  4,264  
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 4.27  4.566519  121,378  
SENEGAL 0.01  0.010694  284  
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 0.08  0.085555  2,274  
SLOVENIA 0.07  0.074861  1,990  
SOUTH AFRICA 0.32  0.342222  9,096  
SPAIN 2.38  2.545273  67,653  
SRI LANKA 0.01  0.010694  284  
SURINAME 0.01  0.010694  284  
SWEDEN 1.23  1.315414  34,964  
SWITZERLAND 1.21  1.294025  34,395  
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV  0.01  0.010694  284  
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA    
TOGO 0.01  0.010694  284  
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 0.03  0.032083  853  
TUNISIA 0.03  0.032083  853  
TURKEY 0.38  0.406388  10,802  
UGANDA 0.01  0.010694  284  
UNITED KINGDOM 5.32  5.689434  151,225  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA1 ----- -----  -----  
                                                           
1 The contribution of the United States of America is not included in this list because of the US declaration at the 
Extraordinary Conference of the Contracting Parties (Regina, 1987) on Article 6, paragraph 6, of the Financial 



 

URUGUAY 0.04  0.042778  1,137  
VENEZUELA 0.33  0.352916  9,381  
VIET NAM 0.01  0.010694  284  
YUGOSLAVIA 0.10  0.106944  2,843  
ZAIRE 0.01  0.010694  284  
ZAMBIA 0.01  0.010694  284  
 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS2 25.00  25.000000  664,507 
   
TOTAL 95.13  100 2,658,000  

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
Amendment to the Convention. 
2 Other contributions include the voluntary contribution of the United States of America. 


