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Presentation Notes
Convention mission
Les zones humides fournissent des services écosystémiques vitaux, d’une valeur inestimable et trop peu souvent estimée: fourniture en eau pour les populations (“no wetlands, no water”), l’agriculture, source de nourriture, de revenus à travers l’écotourisme ou la pêche par exemple, refuge pour la biodiversité.

Approvisionnement en eau potable, irrigation, préservation de la biodiversité, sécurité alimentaire, durabilité des moyens de subsistence sont des thématiques clés du développement durable et sont indissociables des zones humides.

Gérer les zones humides, c’est donc contribuer directement au développement durable. 
La Convention de Ramsar a donc un rôle déterminant à jouer pour apporter des réponses aux besoins actuels et problèmatiques –clés à l’échelle mondiale.
Pour que la Convention puisse remplir ce rôle et que la gestion des ZH contribue au développement durable, il faut les zones humides et Ramsar deviennent une PRIORITE pour toutes les parties prenantes, tout particulièrement pour les CPs qui sont la CLE DE VOUTE DE l’EDIFICE.


But/déroulement de la présentation:
Faire le point, thématique par thématique, sur ce qui s’est passé depuis la COP10:
Les progrès
Les obstacles et défis
Les priorités futures

Je suivrai pour cela les 5 objectifs du plan stratégique



WISE USE
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WISE USE — National inventories

National wetland

inventories
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Recommendations:
* National inventories with description of ecosystem services for all CPs
* to be used for assessing the loss of vital role of wetlands

e Language adapted to decision makers for easy link with local/national priorities
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Wetland inventories are crucial tools, on which any wetland policy should be based: The appropriate formulation and effective implementation of a national wetland policy are achievable only if all wetland types of a country are well-known, i.e. if comprehensive wetland inventories are available. They should not only give an overview of existing wetlands in a given country, but should also describe the ecosystem services provided by each wetland, and be presented in a way allowing decision makers to understand the vital roles of wetlands, hence enabling to answer to question such as “if this wetland disappears what do we lose?”
 
Comments on figures
 Increasing number of inventories since COP10
... but only slight increase: 5%
Assessment of the ecosystem services provided by Ramsar Sites for only 21% of the CPs


Recommendations:
developing national inventories that include a description of ecosystem services 
key findings in simple language, with a clear link with national and local priorities understandable and usable by decision makers.
	National wetland inventories to use for  understanding and recognizing the values of wetlands and for assessing the loss of vital role



WISE USE — National wetland policies

Have wetland issues been incorporated into other RAMSAR
national strategies and planning processes?
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Recommendations:
e Undertake and use wetland inventory to adopt policies
* Integrate wetlands in local/national priorities and national legislative frameworks.

e Through NWP, value wetlands as natural infrastructures providing critical
ecosystem services www.ramsar.org/copll
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Since COP10, there is a slight increase in the percentage of CPs reporting that they have a national wetland policy in place (from 44% to 51%, i.e. +7%, indicator 1.3.1), but half of the countries still do not have such an instrument in place. 

Recommendations:
-Undertake and use wetland inventory to adopt policies, integrate wetlands in local and national priorities and national legislative frameworks. 
-Through National Wetland Policies, value wetlands as natural infrastructures that provide a variety of critical ecosystem services



WISE USE — Participation of stakeholders

Changwon declaration

Changwon Declaration brought to the BUCHAREST 2012
attention of key stakeholders
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Participation of stakeholders at national level
-Implementing the Changwon Declaration at national level requires exploring options to take into account possible involvement of the all relevant sectors
-in global processes and national debates, highlight the vital roles of wetland ecosystems in the provision of basic needs – water, food, energy – with climate change adaptation and mitigation as a way to contribute to sustainable livelihoods.



WISE USE — Participation of stakeholders

National wetland committees
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The number of operational National Wetland Committees has increased since COP10 particularly for Europe. 
For good coordination of wetlands management at the national level, such structures are crucial. 



ISE USE — CPs implementation .\
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Rôle central des CPs
Les CPs sont les chevilles ouvrières de la mise en oeuvre de la Convention: les CPs sont les acteurs principaux ou devraient être les acteurs principaux. Tant que ce n’est pas le cas, les ZH et la Convention ne seront pas prises au sérieux!
Les autres acteurs ne viennent qu’en soutien

Recommendations
Need for reinforcing the capacity of most Ramsar Administrative Authorities to make Ramsar more and continuously relevant to local, national & international priorities through:
-Management of wetland ecosystems as an integral part of landscape planning, including urban planning.
-Making hard choice between short-term benefits and long-term sustainability. 
-Identifying and addressing the root causes of wetland degradations, especially unsustainable land use planning systems.
-finding reliable economic information to enhance the commitment of decision makers
-identifying where high priority management areas are
-specifying what services should be managed, and taking action on how they should be managed by stakeholders
-Ramsar Contracting Parties to integrate wetland management into their national and local planning, including overall landscape management and urban development



WETLANDS OF INTERNATIONAL
IMPORTANCE
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From 1,758 Ramsar Sites to 2,040, with nearly 50% of Ramsar Sites in Europe and only 326 in Africa;
From 161.3 million hectares of Ramsar Sites to 193.4 million hectares; un peu plus que la superficie de l’Indonésie un peu moins que celle du Mexique.
Below the target adopted for 2015 (2500 sites,  covering 250 million hectares,) but a 10% increase compared to COP10. 

50% of Ramsar Sites in Europe and only 326 in Africa;





LHAMSAR SITES- Designation

Regional specificities
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almost half of the sites are in Europe but representing only 14% of the total area. 45% of the total area is in Africa although Africa has the smallest number of Ramsar Sites (326)
Gaps in the network


QAMSAR SITES — Conservation status

A useful tool

Ecological character of Ramsar Sites versus BUCHAREST 2012
wetlands in general
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According to the data given in the national reports (indicator 1.1.3a and b), Ramsar Sites are in better condition than wetlands in general: fewer countries reported deterioration in the condition of Ramsar Sites than in the condition of wetlands in general, more countries reported an improvement or a stability in the condition of Ramsar Sites than in wetlands in general
Ramsar Sites remain useful and successful tools for recognizing the values of wetlands. Additional designations, based on national designation strategies, are therefore highly encouraged.

However Ramsar Site designation is a first step towards effective site management. However, this by itself is not enough to guarantee the wise use of wetlands and all Ramsar Sites should have effective management planning in place and being implemented
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Number of management plans
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Number of Ramsar Sites with a management plan for Contracting Parties answering to indicators 2.4.1- 2.4.3



RAMSAR SITES - Management
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Only 37 CPs have plans for all their Ramsar Sites ;  45 Parties have plans for fewer than half of their sites ;
Africa is the region needing the highest support during the next triennium in terms of management planning, with only 39% of the sites having a management plan .



RAMSAR SITES - Management
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Only 37 CPs have plans for all their Ramsar Sites ;  45 Parties have plans for fewer than half of their sites ;
Africa is the region needing the highest support during the next triennium in terms of management planning, with only 39% of the sites having a management plan .



RAMSAR SITES - Management
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Article 3.2
97 open folders in 97 Ramsar Sites, announced by the AA for only 20% of the RS concerned. (otherwise thrid party or National report only)

Montreux record
48 sites on Montreux record, some of them for more than 20 years 
-5 sites believed to be closed to removal
-For 15 other sites, ecological change actively addressed
-For more than half, no clear information on their status (close to removal? Ecological change actively addressed?)
Therefore: Urgent need to take action for this long outstanding sites on the Montreux Record where no active signed received from the CP


RAMSAR SITES - Management
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The most powerful and cost-effective tool to assist CPs taking concrete action to care

for wetlands and promote their wise use.
www.ramsar.org/copll


Presenter
Presentation Notes
15 RAM this last triennium
9 foreseen for 2012-2013

The most powerful and cost-effective tool to assist CPs  taking concrete action to care for wetlands and promote their wise use. 
Possible improvement: design and implementation of a framework for follow up actions/monitoring of recommendations implementation


RAMSAR SITES - Management {
-

Recommendations

Management Plans

* Adoption & implementationof =~ Ramsar Advisory Missions

management plans L
8 P  High importance for concrete

e Each Ramsar Site to have a actions on the ground
committed agency for the
coordination of its
management

 Urgent need to mobilize
funding and human resources
to respond to requests from

e All key stakeholders to be CPs
involved in the management

. e No provision in the core
of Ramsar Sites P

budget to support this action
e CEPA to be part of the work
on Ramsar Sites

www.ramsar.org/copll



E:RAMSAR SITES — Information

RIS, maps and updated information

Sites with updated CPs with updated
information information

CPs with
outdated information

Sites with
outdated information

45 Ramsar Sites with no Ramsar Information Sheet and /or no map

Urgent need for accurate information!
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Le statut des sites Ramsar évolue nécessairement dans le temps, que ce soient leurs caractéristiques écologiques, les menaces qui pèsent sur ces caractéristiques ou les mesures de gestion et processus de conservation. C’est pourquoi, les Parties Contractantes, dans la Résolution VI.13 (1996), se sont engagées à mettre à jour leurs FDR au moins tous les six ans. 

How to follow the ecological character of Ramsar Site without accurate information?
How to know if the change in ecol char is outside the acceptable limits without monitoring?
How to take the necessary actions to solve problems and address the negative change in ecol char without data and good communication?
ACCURATE INFORMATION IS CRUCIAL...
And there is room for improvement!

-Congratulations to the 62 CPs whoc sent one or more updated RIS
-However outdated information for two third of the sites in 90% of the CPs!!!
Recommendation: urgent need for accurate information


L IRAMSAR SITES — Information

Updating Ramsar Site information
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e First RIS
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En bleu: notre recommandation au sein du Secrétariat
But: plus efficace, eviter de recevoir  de très nombreuses fiches descriptives en mêm temps ce qui permet de mieux repartir la charge de travail au sein du Secrétariat

En orange: ce qui est obligatoire
Cependant je vous encourage vivement à nous transmettre toute modification à une FDR dès qu’elle survient

Champs important de la FDR pour mise à jour: rubrique 6, qui demande si modification des limites du site… si c’est le cs, on a besoin d’une nouvelle carte, de la surface exacte.
Toute modif de surface doit être indiqué ici + explication de ce qui a engendré cette modification (Obligatoire s’il s’agit d’une réduction de la surface).

Recommendation:
Adoption of the new RIS format will make all this process easier for both CPs/Secretariat/manager of the database with online submission system (if we have the funding)… and thus could improve the situation in terms of accuracy/updated information.



RAMSAR SITES - Information

Ramsar Sites Information Service

—
Ramsar
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Ramsar Sites Information Service Database GIS & Maps | Statistics ‘ Tools for Parties

The Ramsar Sites Database: search for sites

Download this first if you want fo view sites in Google Earth.
Find sites to report:

Cluickly search the datsbase using one of these fields:

Country: | (=]
Site name: | or
Ramsar Site Mo.: | or

Wetiands International Site No.: |

“Build Query |
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Modern for Ramsar website
Forward-looking Ramsar Sites Information Service (RSIS) 
Online searchable Ramsar Sites Database is the only Convention investment in information technology and data and information management. 



IR AMSAR SITES — Information

Ramsar Sites Information Service
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Number of Ramsar Sites [l | Afghanistan
designated 29 Albania
Algeria

Total Area of Ramsar Sites [ |
1646745 Hectares
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Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
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Source: Ramsar Contracting Parties
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New functionalities have been developed (as announced through our forum mailing list) and continuously improved:
Dynamic maps/charts: you can choose the variable (CPs, Ramsar Sites area per country, number of Ramsar Sites...) you want to display and the year
boundaries available in GoogleEarth (in addition to downloadable through the RSIS website)
Harmonized presentation of the data
-Data cleaning: missing data identified and filled in where possible (old RIS/Maps)




o Brentwood

RAMSAR SITES — Information

1025, Thames Estuary and Marshes

JUK141
country: UNITED KINGDOM
coordinates: 51°29°'00°M 000°35'00°E

Thames Estuary and Marshes. 05/05/00; England; 5,588 ha; 51°29°N 000°36'E. Special Protection

Areal EC Birds Directive; 3551 The site comprises a complex of brackish, floodplain grazing marsh

ditches, saline lagoons and intertidal saltmarsh and mudfiat along the River Thames between

Gravesend and Sheerness in Essex and Kent. The habitats support internationally important

numbers of wintering waterfowl, and the saltmarsh and grazing marsh are of international

impaortance for their diverse assemblages of wetland plants and invertebrates. The site performs L'.
important hydrological functions, including shoreline stablization, sediment trapping, flood water Foulness
storage and desynchronization of flood peaks, and maintenance of water quality by removal of

nutrients. Human uses include yachting, angling, wildfowling (seasonal), jet skiing, waterskiing, and

pirdwatching; disturbance from some ofthese is a current issue butis being addressed through

negotation and awareness-raising. Ramsar site no. 1025. Most recent RIS information: 2007.

Mare site informatien from the BRamsar database

Available products:
Ramsar site boundary (kml)

Directions: To here - From here

ramsar.org/copll



Presenter
Presentation Notes
New functionalities have been developed (as announced through our forum mailing list) and continuously improved:
Dynamic maps/charts: you can choose the variable (CPs, Ramsar Sites area per country, number of Ramsar Sites...) you want to display and the year
boundaries available in GoogleEarth (in addition to downloadable through the RSIS website)
Harmonized presentation of the data
-Data cleaning: missing data identified and filled in where possible (old RIS/Maps)



RAMSAR SITES - Information

RSIS - Technology challenges

e Outdated software
e Risk of the database failing increasingly high.
* Not all information can be held

 Necessary functionalities missing (e.g. time-
series records)

www.ramsar.org/copll


Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Current Ramsar Sites Database operates in outdated software which is no longer supported
-Risk of the database failing is increasingly high. 
-Also Database does not and cannot hold all information 
-it cannot deliver a number of functionalities identified by the Secretariat as necessary, such as maintaining time-series -records of a Ramsar Site once its RIS has been updated. 

What ever the choice made by CPs (new RIS adopted or not), the database will need to be redeveloped.



IRAMSAR SITES — Information

Recommendations

e itis now essential that the Database is redeveloped
in modern software

e the Secretariat is working with Wetlands
International to plan and prepare for this

e an implementation plan will be communicated to
the Parties in due course.
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The new database would use new tools such as the ones used for the World Protected Area Database (cf website: protectedplanet .net) or th new IUCN webiste for the red list species : search in the database through interactive maps


INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
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e Preparations for Rio+20

e UN-Water

e Environmental Management Group (EMG)
e Biodiversity Liaison Group (BLG)

* Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES)

e UN Global Compact
e Global Partnership for Oceans (World Bank)

e UNEP Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-Based Activities (GPA)

 UN Environmental and Social Sustainability

e PlanetWorkshops on sustainable development and environment

www.ramsar.org/copll



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION - Partnership

e UNEP  Ramsar International Organization
Partners (IOPs)

 World Health Organization
e World Association of Zoos and

e World Bank ,
Aquariums (WAZA)
e UNESCO, World Heritage . . .
e Society for Ecological Restoration (SER)
* UN-Water

e Society of Wetland Scientists

e UN World Tourism Organization (WTO
ar ganization | ) e  Ducks Unlimited (USA)

e Secretariat of the South Pacific
Regional Environment Programme
(SPREP)

e Stetson University College of Law
(Florida, USA)

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

e Organization of American States (OAS)

 CBD, CITES, CMS,

Danone Group and Star Alliance

e UNECE Convention

www.ramsar.org/copll
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Progress since COP10
15 Regional initiatives established and recognized by the Conventions, a nice progress compared to COP11.
11 networks
4 regional centres for training and capacity building




TERNATIONAL COOPERATION — Regional initiatives
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Governance
The guidelines stipulate that Regional Initiatives need to become firmly established in their geographical regions, and they must establish their own governance and advisory mechanisms, involving all relevant Contracting Parties and other appropriate stakeholders, in order to provide guidance and insight.
Nice progress: all 15 regional initiatives have an effective coordinating body either as an independent structure (big blue drop) or hosted by an other institution (dark blue drop middle size)
Challenges: For 6 Initiatives (black drop), involvement from Secretariat needs to be adjusted: 
	- either RI needs too much assistance from the Secretariat to fill the gaps (cf Annex of Resolution X.6: “The Ramsar Secretariat has no capacity to develop, coordinate or run regional initiatives”). The Standing Committee has been quite clear about the purpose and kinds of support that can be offered.
	- or RI not enough active and not enough communication with the Secretariat



HUTERNATIONAL COOPERATION — Regional initiatives

Financial capacity
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Financial capacity
Only 3 RI have their own financial rules and procedures and their own bank account, whereas 4 have no mechanism at all.
Too few Regional Initiatives are financially self sustaining (only 4) all the other still in need of Ramsar funds.




HUTERNATIONAL COOPERATION — Regional initiatives

Activities delivered

Profile of the activities reported in annual reports of each RAMSAR
regional initiative for the period 2009-2011
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If we now look at the profile of activities delivered, only six of them reported fundraising activities. 
If the goal is to be self sustainable, it should be the goal of each RI to include fundraising activities in its work plan.

More on the profile of activities and number of activities:
Good progress for several RI which implemented diverse activities from training workshop to networking activities including ground and awareness raising activities.
However, there are still several RI (around 3) which are at still at the “organizing” stage, i.e. For Which all or almost all activities consist in meetings and organizational activities.
There is no unique ideal profile of activities but it should be diverse and provide concrete deliverables at the regional level.




More tangible

FNTERNATIONAL COOPERATION — Regional initiatives

Recommendations

achievements

Programmatic
approach

Monitoring
for adjusted
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Financial
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In the light of previous elements, here are my recommendations and proposal for future actions:
Main goal: to work in the direction of more tangible achievements
To reach this objective, necessary to:
1. enhance fundraising success, increasing our collaboration to jointly prepare long-term objectives, through: 
	- full governance for RI, i.e. a clear operational structure recognized and supported by the 	host country and the participating countries AND 
	- financial mechanisms in place
2. adopt a programmatic approach, with long-term objectives that match national and regional	priorities as well as donors’ main concerns.
3. Good monitoring procedures enabling the Secretariat to continue analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of each Regional Initiative so as to adjust our assistance more precisely. 



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION — Regional initiatives {

Secretariat renewed commitments

e enhancing our support to all Regional Initiatives

e Willing to assist in supporting activities similar the
proposed project under the Ramsar High Andean
Regional Initiative

e Strengthen collaboration with partners such as UNEP as
GEF implementing agency and the GEF Secretariat.

www.ramsar.org/copll



Al

~

-
-

e

|

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND
EFFECTIVENESS

www.ramsar.org/copll



ASTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

CEPA — Future priorities

2% 0 s ¥ .

1+ CEPA National Focal Point Workshe
r East and Southeast Asia V
-22 April 2010, Bangkok, Thailand
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Continuing to look for funding
to support CEPA National
Focal Point workshops

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
est sur Facebook.

Pour communiquer avec The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, inscrivez-vous sur Facebook dés maintenant.

(BN | Coeoece|
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Assistance to Regional Centers
in strengthening their training
and capacity building skills.

Consolidating and developing
social media tools as well as
the regular tools
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For a better understanding of ecosystem services that wetlands deliver  to sustain human society.
Role of wetlands in water cycle, climate change adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity conservation


COP11 to examine
recommendations of
the informal working
group on scientific
matters and define:

Complementary
tasks

ASTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

STRP — Future priorities

STRP role, mandate
expected output

SCientifiC Other options to

assist CPs on

nee d S scientific matters

Relationship with
IPBES
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Future of the scientific and technical aspects of the Convention 
Clarify  the mandate and expected outputs from the STRP
 COP11 to  examine recommendations of the informal working group on scientific matters
 Define  the complementary tasks that are needed to make the best use of the STRP’s work.
COP11 to better define:
future scientific needs of the Convention 
STRP’s role 
best way to make the STRP better equipped to provide meaningful and substantial assistance to Contracting Parties and their key stakeholders at national and local levels.
explore other options to assist CPs on scientific matters. 
define the working relationships they wish to have with the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). 
Facilitate and support the participation of STRP and Ramsar Secretariat so as to establish consistent national positions regarding wetlands  each time. 




STITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Partnership Coordination — Actions taken

Stronger
relationships

Extension of
the donor
database

Revision of
agreements

PARTNERSHIP

Initiation of a
fundraising
campaign

Raising the
visibility of the
Convention

Projects/prog
presented to
prospective
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Actions taken for: 
 stronger relationships
extending the donor base
presenting projects and programmes to prospective donors
 revising agreements and raising both the visibility of the Convention and the recognition of its work 
initiating a fundraising campaign



INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Partnership Coordination — Actions taken

 Initial discussions with 4 important donors

e An Agreement with [IUCN-US to accept gifts from
US citizens, companies or foundations for Ramsar
Convention programmes and projects.

e Details of the progress made provided in the
Strategic Framework for Partnerships (DOC. 18)

www.ramsar.org/copll



MISTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Priorities actions at global level

Strategic planning

Enhance Work on Address shared

: common vision:
partnership VISION 40+ challenges

Ramsar Strat.
Plan 2016-2022
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Strategic planning
enhance partnerships with selected organizations
work  common vision, core values, goal and common strategy
 address shared challenges through cooperation that leads to enhanced mutual benefits and added value. 

Vision 40+
work on a vision following the 40th Anniversary to ensure that vital services provided to human societies by wetlands through water are recognized, maintained, restored and sustainably used This vision is expected to shape the drafting of the future strategic plans by the Conference of the Parties. 


QISTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Programmatic Approach: the key?

Climate change adaptation Water and fOOC! security, [ oo e
and mitigation / poverty reduction

™ Biodiversity conservation and wise use

Programmes
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Using a programmatic approach, we can expect to work on common goals and address shared challenges through cooperation that leads to enhanced mutual benefits and added value. 
The Secretariat proposed to start with 2 main programmes (cf SG report), others could be added (Biodiversity conservation and wise use).
These areas, identified as national and regional priorities, are the ones where we think wetland management can bring a real added value. 
The existing Ramsar tools, such as Regional Initiatives, RAM or SGF are fully compatible with such an approach, and would be important cross-sectoral tools.




MISTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Management challenges

Overall growth
Secretariat of the
Convention

* Need to right balance
between COPs expectations
COPs expectations and capacity of the Secretariat
e Finding voluntary funding in
difficult economic trends
Core budget e Covering the cost of the
More Ramsar Sites participation in COP11 of

Contracting Parties from the

Voluntary funding - DAC List
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Overall growth of the Convention:

More CPs
More Ramsar sites 
Increasing needs for assistance to CPs 
Increasing requests for RAM
Increasing emerging issues
Increasing need for capacity, including new technology devices
Increasing need for programmatic approach and new Vision



MISTITUTIONAL CAPACITY AND EFFECTIVENESS

Secretariat — future priorities

Unpaid contributions from 2011 and earlier

e One third of the CPs
e 736 O00CHF

Extra capacity needed for

o T
e Legal advice
e Social media and web

www.ramsar.org/copll
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The Secretariat appeals to all CPs to pay their contributions.
Capacity of the Secretariat has become increasingly overstretched and there is a need for increased staff support  in terms of IT, legal advice, social media and web.
Options for additional staffing other than core budget allocations might include: 
-secondment to be provided by Contracting Parties; 
-additional voluntary financial contribution by Contracting Parties; 
-financial assistance through partnerships with the business sector
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Grenada and Bhutan are welcome; they just join the Convention in addition to Laos and Turkmenistan
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Overall the Ramsar Convention still has only 162 Contracting Parties despite the fact that it is the first global environmental convention. 

This is really low compared to the 194 members of the United Nations. 
Main areas concerned: Caribbean, Horn of Africa, Middle East,  Oceania.

We need to bring on board 34 additional parties: 
-7 countries from Africa (Angola, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan, Swaziland, and Zimbabwe); 
-1O from Asia as  (Afghanistan, Brunei Darussalam, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, East Timor, Kuwait*, Maldives, Oman*, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and Singapore.
 (* = Accession process underway)
-7 from Oceania (Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati*, Nauru, Solomon Islands, Tonga*, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu*); 
-3 from Europe (Andorra, Holy See, and San Marino); 
-5 from the Americas (Dominica, Guyana, Haiti, St. Kitts and Nevis, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines).
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Is the Convention relevant
to all stakeholders and at
which level
(global/national/local)?

How to improve this
relevance?
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PERSUASION
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In addition to the 5 goals of the Strategic plan, PERSUASION is a key goal and real challenge of the Convention:
Persuasion of countries not yet CPs(something that other Conventions such as CBD do not have to do
Persuasion of CPs to make wetland a priority 
Persuasion of donors
Persuasion of the private sector
etc


)
CONCLUSIONS

Key recommendations

Enhancing the relevance of the
Convention

¢ Encouraging collective action through urban planning

St re n gt h e n | n g O u r * Encouraging cross-sectoral actions at river basin level

» Developing/supporting existing networks on water,

CO | | a bO rat | O n S biodiversity, climate change, food

Water as a
| “entry

successfu
point”
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Enhancing the relevance of the Convention
The Secretariat remains committed to concentrate its efforts to enhance the relevance of the Convention for sustainable development, including constructive land use and efficient water management, biodiversity conservation and wise use, climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
The Secretariat is collaborating with many organizations to ensure complementary and supportive joint actions that integrate wetland issues into local, national and international priorities. 
At least three kinds of partnerships are highly recommended:
 a)	encouraging collective action through urban planning;
b)	encouraging cross-sectoral actions at river basin level; and
c)	developing and supporting the networks established by other organizations working on water, biodiversity, climate change issues, and food security.

Water is a successful “entry point” to use when explaining the significance of wetland values for life on Earth. 



Thank you !

Jorge Gamboa©Térraba Sierpe; Costa Rica
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