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International Wetland Symposium 2012, Nepal
Safeguarding Wetlands; Securing Future

(7 – 9 November, 2012)

The ‘International Wetland Symposium 2012, Nepal’ was held in Pokhara, Nepal from 7th to 9th

November, 2012. The event was attended by 80 participants from 13 countries, and included
representatives from governments, UN agencies, international, regional and national wetland projects,
organizations, educational institutions and other stakeholders working in the area of conservation and wise
use of wetland.

The participants in the International Wetland Symposium 2012, Nepal wish to;

Affirm the valuable role of wetlands as a natural infrastructure that stores and delivers water in addition
to delivering a range of ecological services for supporting human livelihood and well-being in river basins,
as well as for the maintenance of a healthy environment,

Appreciate the efforts that the governments, local communities and other agencies, including the
Ramsar Convention have taken for the conservation and wise use of wetlands around the world and
acknowledges the support that has been provided by agencies such as donors, academia, and civil societies;

Note with concern that there are still many threats facing wetlands globally due to insufficient
awareness about the value of wetlands as well as integration and coordination of policies and activities for
the management and wise use of wetlands, all of which has been exacerbated by the impacts of climate
change,

Take into account the deliberations during the Symposium regarding best practices for wetland
conservation and wise use and as a result, recommend the following action points for strengthening the
conservation and wise use of wetlands:

1. Conduct and update wetland inventories and prioritize key sites for targeted conservation
interventions so as to maintain the ecosystem services provided by the wetland for the benefit of the
local communities and the environment;

2. Develop and update wetland policies, plans, programs and activities in collaboration with relevant
stakeholders and utilizing the guidance from the Ramsar Convention, to mainstream the
conservation and wise use of wetland resources and sustainable water management into national
development priorities;

3. Promote the effective implementation of an ‘integrated approach’ for the conservation of wetland
ecosystems and their resources, particularly water resources based on the river basin
approach/ecosystem approach as appropriate;

4. Build networks and conduct studies at the local, national, regional, and global level for the sharing of
information, knowledge and best practices regarding the understanding of the full value of the
services and benefits provided by wetlands, and their conservation and wise use;
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5. Encourage the development and roll out of wetland education and awareness material, activities,
capacity building and other programs for the range of wetland stakeholders, such as decision makers,
media, private sector, local communities etc, so that they will have a higher capacity to take action
for the conservation of wetlands;

6. Identify, respect and acknowledge the role of indigenous and local communities in the conservation
and sustainable and wise use of wetland resources. Ensure their participation in decision making so
that the benefits from wetland resources are fairly and equitable shared;

7. Create sustainable financing mechanisms for effective wetland conservation through alternative
incentives measures inter alia, the Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) etc;

8. Reduce pressure and promote restoration and rehabilitation actions to safeguard the ecological
integrity of wetlands;

9. Conduct studies and implement actions to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change on
wetlands, biodiversity and human societies.

The participants at the International Wetland Symposium 2012 pledge their support to the
implementation of the ‘Pokhara Action Points for Wetland Conservation’, and to disseminate the message
from the Symposium to related wetland stakeholders so that they too, can be encouraged to adopt the
Action Points in their own work.

Express their sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation, Government of
Nepal for generously hosting the Symposium and providing the necessary arrangements and facilities for
the successful conclusion of the event.


