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Overview 
 

• Appointment process 
 

• STRP19 and the development of the draft work plan 
 

• Budget 
 

• Peatland fires 
 

• IPBES update 



Appointment process 
 • 13 July: Secretariat issues call for nominations with a 13 August deadline 

 
• 11 September: Chair and Vice Chair are notified of appointment by MWG 

 
• 1 October: At request of MWG, nominations for a scientific expert from 

Africa are re-opened with a 13 October deadline 
 

• 2 October: Other members notified of their appointment by MWG 
 

• 10 November: final member notified of appointment by MWG 
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STRP19 

Gland, 2-6 November 2015 



Draft work plan: guiding considerations 

 
• Five thematic work areas approved by Contracting Parties at COP12 

(identified in Resolution XII.5, Annex III) and literature survey of 
existing guidance 
 

• Fourth Ramsar Strategic Plan (Resolution XII.2)  
 

• Requests by Contracting Parties in other COP12 Resolutions  
 

 



Draft work plan: advisory tasks 

• Requests for advice or input from the Secretariat (including on the CEPA Programme and 
the Fourth Strategic Plan indicators) and Standing Committee 

• Drafting (at the request of Contracting Parties) or providing input on Draft Resolutions 
submitted by Contracting Parties  

• Specific requests for advice from Contracting Parties  

• Participating in Ramsar Advisory Missions when requested 

• Advising on the Montreux Record  

• Serving on the Wetland City Accreditation Independent Advisory Committee  

• Providing advice on emerging issues 
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Draft work plan 

• 25 proposed 
tasks: 
estimated 
cost of CHF 
458,000 
 

• Panel 
identified 
particular 
attention be 
paid to these 
tasks. 
 

 
 



Draft work plan 

• Additional tasks for which particular attention should be paid: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Nine tasks: estimated costs of CHF 297,300 
 
 

 
 



Budget for task implementation 
 

• CHF 118,000 in rolling funds (non-time-bound) from last triennium 
 

• CHF 120,000 (CHF 40,000 in 2016, 2017 and 2018) 
 

• CHF 50,000 for meetings and writing workshops in 2016 
 

• Estimated gap: CHF 170,000 
 

• Assuming that Global Wetlands Outlook (SOWWS) is donor-funded, then 
estimated gap is CHF 103,000 
 



Peatlands 

• Resolution XII.5: The STRP should provide in an efficient, timely and 
effective manner, global, regional and where possible national 
specific scientific and technical advice, guidance and tools … to 
respond to the opportunities, challenges and emerging issues of 
wetland conservation and wise use.  
 

• STRP offer of assistance regarding widespread peatland fires 
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IPBES update 

 

• IPBES-4: 22-28 February 2016 in Malaysia. 
 
• Pollinators assessment: IPBES-4 will consider for adoption. 

 
• Invasive alien species (IAS) assessment: IPBES-4 will consider approving moving forward with IAS 

assessment; scoping document identifies Ramsar as source of information and solutions. 
 

• Sustainable use of biodiversity assessment: IPBES-4 will also consider approving moving forward 
with this assessment. 
 

• Timing of regional and land degradation and restoration assessments: these assessments will be 
considered for approval at IPBES-6 in March 2018. 
 

• Timing for call for new proposals: Ramsar Resolution XII.2 requests “the Secretariat … to submit to 
IPBES a request for a thematic assessment on the current status and trends of wetlands, including their 
condition.” It is likely that there will be no new call for proposals until the completion of reviews of the 
effectiveness of the Platform. Accordingly, we can anticipate that the next call for proposals will be after 
IPBES-6, which is scheduled for March 2018.  
 

• Chairs of the Scientific Advisory Bodies of the biodiversity-related conventions (CSAB): will meet 
on margins of IPBES-4. 



Actions requested 

The Standing Committee is invited to: 
 
• note the report of the STRP Chair; 

 
• consider and approve the draft STRP 2016-2018 work plan (Annex 

1);  
 

• consider possible ways of sourcing funding for the implementation 
of tasks contained in the approved STRP 2016-2018 work plan, if 
necessary; and  
 

• take appropriate action regarding the peatland fires in Indonesia 
with a view to offering support through the Convention’s 
mechanisms, including STRP. 
 



Thank you! 
Prof. Royal C. Gardner 
STRP Chair 
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