
DRYLANDs-WETLANDs 
UNCCD-Ramsar working together 



Global Land Outlook 



Global Land Outlook 

Strategic communication: Global picture of land 
resources – soil, water and biodiversity in the 
context of human security 
 
Ramsar sec and STRP review of chapter on water 
resources – integrated management approach 
 
Maps and cases studies – potential contribution of 
the SOWWS – also future complement to the WAD 



Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
Target Setting Programme (TSP) 

Land cover/land use – IPCC (6), GLC-Share (11) and 
SEEA (15) 
 
Land productivity – vegetative indices – JRC, ESA, 
NASA and others 
 
Carbon stocks, above and below ground – SOC is the 
current proxy – ISRIC, GSP/ITPS – align with NDCs 
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Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
Target Setting Programme (TSP) 

Ramsar as a potential LDN partner in select countries 
 
Default data to 168 countries by COP13 in Sept 2017 
 
Currently 104 countries participating in LDN-TSP:  
setting baselines and targets, and identifying LDN hotspots 
 
For some countries, wetlands will be critical to implementing 
transformative projects that address LDN hotspots 
 
Ramsar expertise and networks could be invited and possible 
joint advisory missions undertaken 
 
Project proposal preparedness: GCF, GEF, LDN fund 
 
 
 
 
 



UNCCD Science-Policy Interface (SPI) 

A subsidiary body of the Committee on Science and Technology 
(CST), somewhat like the current STRP 
 
2016-2017 – 3 objectives: LDN conceptual framework; the role 
of SLM in CC mitigation and adaptation; land rehabilitation and 
restoration 
 
COP13 in Ordos, China in early Sept 2017: some ideas for a new 
work plan (2018-2019) include: 
 
Restoration (rolled over); Floods and Droughts; Sand and Dust 
Storms (WMO/UNEP/UNGA); Communicating Science 
 



SDG indicators 

IAEG-SDGs working group on geospatial information (WGGI) to 
focus and fast-track 3 indicators: 
 
Indicator 6.6.1 
Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time 
 
Indicator 15.3.1 
Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area 
 
How can we be mutually supportive? ESA, GEO (CEOS), JRC, 
CSIRO, … 
 



Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
(CPF) + CBD 

New UN Strategic Plan on Forests: 6 goals/26 targets 
 
Two year CPF Work Plan: Core set of global indicators; thematic 
areas of action; IUFRO lead on report “Forest and Water” 
 
CBD COP13 climate change decision: technical review group on 
EbA: preparation of voluntary guidelines for the design and 
effective implementation of EbA and Eco-DRR 
 



Sowing the seed - Your thoughts? 
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