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15:00– 19:10  Plenary Session of the Standing Committee 
 

Agenda item 23. Update on the status of Sites on the List of Wetlands of International Importance 

  
1. The Secretariat introduced document SC59 Doc.23 Rev.1, drawing attention to the actions 

requested and noting that the document had been prepared in February 2021 and could be 
updated if the Committee so asked. 

 
2. During discussion, a request was made that the information in Annex 1 be updated. Other 

discussion concerned paragraph iv in the section under “Actions requested”. Some considered 
this to raise issues not relevant to a document they considered to be essentially of a technical 
nature, and asked that it be deleted. Others felt strongly that the paragraph should be 
retained and the action requested addressed. The Secretary General noted that the paragraph 
highlighted a request from the Secretariat for the guidance of the Standing Committee. 

 
3. In the absence of agreement, the Chair of the Standing Committee decided to defer further 

discussion until Agenda item 24.2 had been addressed. 

 
4. Interventions were made by Algeria, Australia, France in its capacity as President of the 

European Union, Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Mauritius, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Uruguay, and the Secretary General.  

 

Agenda item 24.2 Draft Resolution on review of the Ramsar criteria, and delisting of Ramsar Sites 
located in territories which are not recognized at the UN level as part of the territory of the 
submitting country (Submitted by Algeria) 

 
5. Algeria introduced the draft resolution in document SC59 Doc.24.2, stating that they 

considered its adoption would increase transparency and ensure the Convention adhered to 
established legal norms appropriate to multilateral environmental agreements. 

 
6. During discussion, some participants strongly supported the draft resolution. Others were 

strongly opposed to it, stating that they believed the issues it raised may go beyond the intent 
of the Convention and would be more appropriately dealt with in other fora. 

 
7. As it was not possible to reach a consensus, the Standing Committee agreed that the draft 

resolution should be forwarded to the COP for further consideration with the whole text in 
square brackets. 
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8. Interventions were made by Algeria, Austria, Australia, Belgium, Chad, France in its capacity as 
President of the European Union, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Mauritius, 
Mexico, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of 
America. 

 
Decision SC59/2022-13: The Standing Committee decided to forward the draft resolution on 
review of the Ramsar criteria, and delisting of Ramsar Sites located in territories which are not 
recognized at the UN level as part of the territory of the submitting country, in document SC59 
Doc 24.2, to COP14 for further consideration with all the document’s text in square brackets. 
 

Agenda item 24.4 Draft resolution on Guidance on Conservation and Management of Small 
Wetlands (Submitted by China, cosponsored by the Republic of Korea) 

 
9. China, as co-sponsor, introduced the draft resolution in document SC59/2022 Doc.24.4 and 

invited further input from participants. 
 
10. During discussion, the intent behind the draft resolution was broadly welcomed. However, 

concerns were expressed about the introduction of new and potentially complex classification 
systems as proposed in the document’s annex.  

 
11. The Chair of the Standing Committee asked that a group, to include Australia, China and a 

representative of the STRP, meet in order to prepare an amended version of the draft 
resolution for further consideration by the Committee. 

 
12. Interventions were made by Austria, Australia, Brazil, Chad, China, Costa Rica, Dominican 

Republic, France in its capacity as President of the European Union, Japan, Mexico, Uruguay 
and the Vice-Chair of the STRP. 
 

Agenda item 24.5: Draft Resolution on Integrating wetland conservation and restoration into 
national sustainable development strategy (Submitted by China) 

 
13. China introduced the draft resolution in document SC59 Doc.24.5. 

 
14. During discussion, the draft resolution was widely welcomed. Several participants proposed 

changes to the text, in particular recommending that use of terms that did not have settled 
definitions in an international environmental context should be avoided. 
 

15. The Chair of the Standing Committee asked participants who had amendments to the text to 
send these to the Secretariat so that a revised version could be presented to the Committee. 
 

16. Interventions were made by Austria, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, France in its capacity 
as President of the European Union, Japan, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United States of America and Uruguay. 

 

Agenda item 24.6: Draft Resolution on Wetland education in the formal education sector (Submitted 
by China and Republic of Korea) 

 
17. The Republic of Korea introduced the draft resolution in document SC59 Doc. 24.6. 
 
18. The draft resolution received strong support from participants, some of whom made 

proposals for minor changes to the text.  
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19. The Chair of the Standing Committee asked participants who had amendments to the text to 

send these to the Secretariat so that a revised version could be presented to the Committee. 
 
20. Interventions were made by Australia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Finland, 

Mexico, Republic of Korea, Sweden and Youth Engaged in Wetlands. 
 

Agenda item 27: Draft Resolution on the Ramsar Wetland Awards (Submitted by Sweden)   

 
21. Sweden introduced the draft resolution on the Ramsar Wetland Awards, noting that most of 

the draft resolution was based on the same information as that contained in Resolution VI.18 
Establishment of the Ramsar Wetland Conservation Awards. More substantive changes were 
summarised in the document’s introduction. 

 
22. During discussion, the draft resolution was generally supported although it was noted that 

there was no reference in it to conservation. The importance of balancing Ramsar objectives 
was stressed, as was the need for maintaining full transparency.   

 
23. Participants were asked to submit their amendments to the Secretariat for incorporation into 

a revised version of the draft resolution. 
 

24. Interventions were made by France in its capacity as President of the European Union, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay. 

   

Agenda item 14: Report of the Working Group on Observer status in the United Nations General 
Assembly 

 
25. Mexico, as Chair of the Observer Status Working Group, presented the group’s report in 

document SC59/2022 Doc.14 and sought guidance on how the group might continue its work. 
 

26. During discussion, several participants stressed the importance of the work undertaken and 
thanked Mexico for its efforts. Others noted that the issue had been the subject of discussion 
in Ramsar Convention fora for many years and that it had proven difficult to make substantive 
progress. It was also noted that there had been a low level of engagement and participation 
among Contracting Parties. There was general agreement that the work undertaken to date 
was of value to the Convention and that, although not urgent, some mechanism should be 
found to allow its continuance. A proposal was made that the Standing Committee establish 
an open-ended working group with broad regional participation to continue the present 
group’s work. Concerns were raised regarding the title and remit of any such group. 

 
27. The Chairman of the Standing Committee asked interested Contracting Parties to consult with 

their regions and return to the meeting with proposals for a way forward. 
 

28. Interventions were made by Brazil, Colombia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Uruguay and the Secretary General. 


