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10:00 – 13:00  Plenary Session of the Standing Committee 
 
Agenda item 1: Opening statements 
 
1. Opening statements were made by: 

• H.E. Eng. Mohamed Al Afkham, Chair of the Standing Committee;  
• Dr Grethel Aguilar, Acting Director General of IUCN;  
• Mr Richard Holland, Director of Operations and Network Development, Wetlands 

International, on behalf of the six International Organization Partners (IOPs); and  
• Ms Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General of the Convention. 

 
Agenda item 2: Adoption of the provisional agenda 
 
2. The Secretariat drew attention to document SC57 Doc.2 Rev.1, Provisional agenda, and 

proposed three modifications, namely: 
• the amendment of agenda item 12, to make the existing item Terms of reference of the 

Executive Team a sub-item under the Report of the Executive Team;  
• the addition of an agenda item to follow item 15.2, concerning the implementation of 

Resolution XIII.1 on World Wetlands Day; and  
• the addition of an agenda item to follow item 21.1 Report of the Secretariat on COP13, to 

include an oral report by the Secretariat on the Ramsar Award on Innovation. 
 
3. A proposal was made by France to include an item on potential contributions of the Convention 

to the forthcoming IUCN World Conservation Congress, to be held in Marseille in 2020. It was 
suggested to include this as a separate item after agenda item 17 on Enhancing the 
Convention’s visibility and synergies with other multilateral environmental agreements and 
other international institutions. 

 
Decision SC57-01: The Standing Committee adopted the provisional agenda with the proposed 
amendments, as included in document SC57 Doc.2 Rev.2. 
 
Agenda item 3: Adoption of the provisional working programme 
 
4. The Secretariat introduced document SC57 Doc.3, Provisional working programme, and 

following a suggestion of the Subgroup on Finance, proposed moving discussion of agenda item 



SC57 Rep.1  2 

7 on Financial and budgetary matters to the morning of Friday 28 June. The Secretariat 
proposed moving items 11 (Final reports of the Chairs of retired working groups) and 12 (Report 
of the Executive Team) forward to Tuesday 25 June.  

 
5. An intervention was made by the Republic of Korea to bring forward to Tuesday 25 June the 

discussion of Agenda item 26 on Wetland City Accreditation: Guidance for the 2019-2021 
triennium. 

 
Decision SC57-02: The Standing Committee adopted the provisional working programme with the 
proposed amendments, as included in document SC57 Doc.3 Rev.1. 
 
Agenda item 4: Admission of observers 
 
6. The Secretariat outlined the key paragraphs of document SC57 Doc.4 Admission of observers. 
 
Decision SC57-03: The Standing Committee admitted the observers listed in document SC57 Doc.4. 
 
Agenda item 5: Report of the Secretary General 
 
7. The Secretary General summarized the work of the Secretariat for the period from 29 October 

2018 to 15 April 2019, set out in document SC57 Doc.5, under five thematic areas:  
• strengthening service to Contacting Parties’ decision-making and accountability;  
• increasing the relevance of wetlands and the Convention to global sustainable 

development policy objectives;  
• strengthening support and enabling implementation;  
• enhancing the visibility of wetlands and the Convention; and  
• strengthening the Secretariat’s efficiency and effectiveness. 

 
8. Participants congratulated the United Arab Emirates on its successful hosting of the 13th 

Meeting of the Conference of Contracting Parties (COP13) and the Secretary General on her 
excellent work in putting the Convention on a sound financial and operational footing. Several 
Parties noted that they believed that Ramsar Secretariat had made considerable improvements 
in effectiveness and accountability over the past two years and was now in a much stronger 
position to enable Parties to implement the Convention.  

 
9. Interventions were made by Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria on behalf of the European 

Contracting Parties, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chad, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,  
Dominican Republic, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Sweden, Uganda, the 
United States of America and Uruguay. 

 
Agenda item 6: Report of the Management Working Group 
 
10. The Chair of the Standing Committee, as Chair of the Management Working Group, introduced 

the report of the Management Working Group which had been shared as document 
SC57 Com.3. He summarized the process undertaken to establish the Scientific and Technical 
Review Panel (STRP). 

 
11. The Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee (Sweden) as Chair of the CEPA Oversight Panel, 

outlined the process undertaken in the establishment of the Panel, as summarized in the same 
document.  
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12. The Secretary General drew attention to the inconsistency in existing Resolutions regarding the 

establishment of the CEPA Oversight Panel and the complexity of the process of the 
appointment of the STRP , noting the desirability of establishing new Panels before COP14, 
sought the guidance of the Standing Committee as to how this might be achieved. 

 
Decision SC57-03: The Standing Committee approved the nomination of the following as members 
of the CEPA Oversight Panel: 
• Chair: Sweden (as the Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee); 
• Vice-Chair: Lisa Rebelo (as the Vice-Chair of the Scientific and Technical Review Panel); 
• Australia;  
• Honduras;  
• Nepal;  
• Uganda;  
• Ukraine;  
• the United States; 
• CEPA NGO Focal Points from Iraq and Sudan; and  
• the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) as International Organization Partner.  
 
Decision SC57-04: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to liaise with appropriate 
bodies to develop revised processes for appointing both the CEPA Oversight Panel and the STRP. 
 
Agenda item 8. Urgent challenges to the wise use of wetlands to receive enhanced attention 
 
13. The Secretariat introduced document SC57 Doc.8, which synthesized information extracted 

from a number of sources, including: 
• the Global Wetland Outlook; 
• document COP13 Doc.11.1, the Global implementation report reviewing National Reports 

submitted to COP13; 
• United Nations assessments including the World Water Development Report and the 

Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction; and  
• The World Economic Forum’s Global Risks Report. 

 
14. Participants commended the work of the Secretariat, noting the scale of the challenges faced 

and the need for priority-setting and leveraging of resources. The importance of climate change 
and wetland restoration, and the need for comprehensive and reliable wetland inventories 
were emphasized. The continuing need to raise awareness, and the fundamental importance  of 
the capacity of Contracting Parties and their human and technical resources, were underlined. 

 
15. Interventions were made by Armenia, Australia, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Costa Rica, 

Dominican Republic, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Uganda on behalf of Parties in the Africa region, 
the United States of America and Uruguay. 

 
16.  Contracting Parties considered how best to apply this information, for example in updating 

guidance and identifying gaps in it, and invited the Chair of the STRP to consider how these 
urgent challenges might be reflected in discussions to follow regarding the STRP work plan for 
the triennium. 

 
17. The Chair of the Standing Committee appointed an informal group, comprising Austria, 

Australia, Algeria, Bhutan, Japan, the United States of America and Uruguay, to review the 
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document further and make suggestions for further prioritization, to be presented at a later 
session. 

 
Agenda item 9: Report of the Working Group on the Review of the Strategic Plan of the Ramsar 
Convention 
 
18. Uganda, as the newly-elected Chair of the Working Group, summarized the report of the Group, 

which had been shared as document SC57-Com.4. He recalled the tasks outlined for the 
Working Group in Annex 1 of Resolution XIII.5 on Review of the fourth Strategic Plan of the 
Ramsar Convention, which are intended to culminate in the submission of a proposal for a draft 
resolution to the 59th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC59) in early 2021.  

 
19. The need for transparency and speed in completing the appointment of a consultant was 

underlined, in order to enable a well-developed submission to SC58. Attention was drawn to 
the low rate of response from Contracting Parties to the questionnaire evaluating the 
implementation of the current Strategic Plan.  

 
Decision SC57-05: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to share the shortlisting 
assessment of the candidates with the members of the Group, and include the Chair of the 
Working Group in panel interviews of the shortlisted candidates for the consultancy.  
 
Decision SC57-06: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to proceed expeditiously 
with the appointment of the consultant and inception of the project work plan, in order that it 
might be well advanced before the end of 2019, to enable the submission of an advanced draft 
report to SC58 in 2020.  
 
Decision SC57-07: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to organize an inception 
meeting with the selected consultant on their appointment, to define detailed timelines and 
outputs, in light of existing processes such as the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD COP15) in October 2020 and the post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework.  
 
Decision SC57-08: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to seek further responses 
from Contracting Parties to the survey on implementation of the current Strategic Plan, and 
invited regional representatives of the Standing Committee to encourage Parties in their 
respective regions to respond.  
 
Decision SC57-09: The Standing Committee instructed the Secretariat to finalize the work plan of 
the Working Group to reflect the discussions of its meeting of 24 June 2019. 
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