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Newly designated sites 

New and total Ramsar Sites by region 

Number of Sites Total area in Hectares 

Africa 3 25,220 

Asia 10 656,664 

Europe 5 79, 596 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean 
 

2 278,312 

North America  1 1,584 

Total New Ramsar Sites  
(from  10 June 2015 to 3  
February 2016) 
 

21 
 

1,041,377 
 



Transboundary Ramsar Sites and 
Extensions  
 

Number of Sites Total area in Hectares 

Transboundary  Ramsar 
Sites 
Wadden Sea, by Denmark, Germany 
and the Netherlands (composed of 13 
existing Ramsar Sites)  
and the Olmany-Perebrody mires by 
Belarus and Ukraine 

 
 

2 

 
 

1,365,273.8 

Extensions 
Madagascar (Parc national 
Tsimanampesotse, from 45,604 ha to 
203,740 ha); and Mozambique 
(Zambezi Delta, from 688,000 ha to 
3,171,172 ha).  
 

 
2 

 
3,374,912 

Total Ramsar Sites  
(as of 3 February  2016) 

2,231 214,936,005 



Trends in the total number of Ramsar 
Sites 

Cumulative number of Ramsar Sites, 1974 – 3 February 2016 
Total 2,231 
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Changes in ecological character 

Article 3.2 Administrative Authorities inform the Ramsar  
  Secretariat on changes at Ramsar Sites 

Ramsar  
Advisory Provide assistance to countries in solving problems or 
Missions threats 

Montreux 
Record 

To 
demonstrate 

national 
commitment 

to resolve 
adverse 
changes 

To attract 
positive 

national and 
international 

attention 

To provide 
guidance in 

the 
allocation of 
resources 



Changes in ecological character 

Article 3.2 9 new files open   2 files closed 

Ramsar  
Advisory 2 in  Italy and Norway  
Missions 

Montreux    47 sites 32 sites with           1 site with 
Record  no sites added      no new     ongoing removal 
  no sites removed    information           process 

128 Ramsar Sites ( 5.7% of all sites) 



Longest-running Article 3.2 files 

Longest-running unresolved Article 3.2 files (open for two years or more) 
including sites on the Montreux Record 

Time since opening 
Percentage of open Art. 3.2 

files per region 

13% 

21% 

50% 

12% 

2% 2% 
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Regular updating of site information 

Resolution VI.13 
 
“The conference of Contracting Parties urges 
Contracting Parties… to revise the data 
provided at least every 6 years for 
monitoring purposes”; 
 
For example: 2009 

First 
RIS 

2012 
Change 

reported to 
Secretariat 

2015 2018  
Update 

Or even better 
EVERY TIME A CHANGE 

occurs in the site 



 Eight Parties provided updated or missing data for 29 Ramsar sites 
 5 Parties submitted updated Ramsar Information Sheets for 15 Sites 

currently in process: with Secretariat or with the Contracting Party. 
 

Status of Ramsar Sites information: 

Outdated information on Ramsar sites 

Sites with  
Out of date information: 1,308 
 
Contracting Parties:142 58% 

42% Outdated

Up to date



Actions requested 

 take note of the report on the updated information on the status of 
Sites on the List of Wetlands of International Importance 

 
 to advise on activities to be undertaken by regional representatives on 

the Standing Committee and those Contracting Parties directly 
concerned 

 
 to instruct the Secretariat as appropriate on specific measures to be 

taken on the longest-running Article 3.2 files.     
     
 



Managing MIDAs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Schaaf and Diana Clamote Rodrigues 
In partnership with 



List of sites with overlapping designations  
(Annex to publication) 

Country Ramsar site World 
Heritage 
site 

Biosphere 
Reserve 

Global 
Geopark 

France Baie du Mont 
Saint-Michel 
(1994 / 62,000 ha 
/ 48⁰40'N ; 
01⁰40'W) 

Mont Saint-
Michel and its 
Bay (1976 / 6,560 
ha / 
48⁰38'8.016''N ; 
01⁰30'38.016''W) 

France Camargue (1986 / 
85,000 ha / 
43⁰30'N ; 04⁰30'E) 

Camargue (1977 / 
13,117 ha / 
43⁰30'N ; 04⁰30'E) 

France Luberon-Lure 
(1997 / 179,600 
ha / 44°02’N to 
43°39’N ; 4°58' to 
5°55'E) 

Parc Naturel 
Régional du 
Luberon (2005 / 
195,300 ha / 
43°81' N ; 5°44' E) 
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Frequency of double designated sites 



Frequency of triple designated sites 

47 
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All 4 designations on Jeju Island (Republic of 
Korea) 

Biosphere Reserve 
World Heritage site 

Global Geopark 5 Ramsar Sites 



Ramsar Criterion 6 - update of  
Waterbird Population Estimates 

• Identification, designation and management of Ramsar Sites is based on 
nine criteria;  Criterion 6 refers to a site supporting a 1% threshold of one or 
more waterbird populations. 

• > 36% (797 of 2241) Ramsar Sites in the RSIS are designated under 
Criterion 6 (note: this is a minimum as many sites that meet Criterion 6 are 
not yet listed in the RSIS). 

• Wetlands International provides official Ramsar 1% population thresholds 
through the Waterbird Population Estimates (WPE). WPE5 was produced in 
2012. 



Ramsar Criterion 6 - update of  
Waterbird Population Estimates 

• The first WPE website was launched at Ramsar COP 11 (2012), funded by 
Environment Canada and Ramsar Secretariat. 

• Website is used widely by Ramsar Focal Points and national agencies 
worldwide, conservation organisations, research institutions and public. 

• Website with 600-900 visits (2200-3000 page-views) each month. 

• Ramsar resolutions strongly encourage regular WPE updates (incl. VI.4, 
VIII.38 and X.22)  

 



 

Accessible on: wpe.wetlands.org 



Planning WPE6 for COP13 

Draft prototype module for population boundaries 



Planning WPE6 for COP13 

• No global review/update since 2011. Some regions even more outdated.  
e.g. Central Asian Flyway from early 2000s 

• Status of many populations is worsening: 
• IUCN global Red List reveals rapid decline of many and up-listing of 12 species to Red List 2015 
• 36% of AEWA populations declining 
• East Asian-Australasian Flyway and Central Asian populations declining 

• Growing risk of new site designations and reviewing implementation of management 
effectiveness of Ramsar sites being based on increasing outdated information.  

For COP 13 in UAE - urgent need to:  
 
 Undertake expert review and update of global pop. estimates and 1% 
 Make population boundary maps available to support management actions. 
 Enhance WPE web portal 
 



Summary of cost estimates and options for WPE6 development  
(2016-2018) 
 



Thank you  
 
 

www.ramsar.org 
  

 

http://www.ramsar.org/
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