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AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE,
FOOD & WETLANDS
Ramsar Culture Network Update

Culture, Agriculture and Innovation for Sustainable
Development
The memory of agriculture and associated civilisations is carried by landscapes,
seeds, plants, animals and by farmers' knowledge and technologies, but also by oral
traditions, languages, arts, rituals, culinary traditions, and unique forms of social
organisation. Together, these elements combine to form living agricultural systems and
their associated cultures. In many countries, unique agricultural systems and
landscapes have been created and maintained by generations of farmers, herders and
fisherfolk, using locally adapted, distinctive and often ingenious combinations of
management practices and techniques. Read More
Editorial by Dr Parviz Koohafkhan, RCN Agriculture & Food Heritage Thematic Group Lead

Supporting traditional agriculture & fisheries
Banrock Station: Wine, wetlands &
culture in South Australia
Banrock Station in South Australia has been
owned since 1993 by one of the major wine
producing businesses in the world: Accolade
Wines (formerly Hardys Wines). In 2000, the
Banrock Station Wine and Wetland Centre
opened to the public for the enjoyment of Read
More

'Abbandandari': Customary
management in Iran's Anzali wetlands
The history of conservation by indigenous
peoples and local/traditional communities goes
back thousands of years. It frequently features
strong social organisation, identity, collective
production, and adaptation of governance Read
More

Safeguarding wetlands in Globally
Important Agricultural Systems
The great diversity of agriculture systems and
wetlands around the world includes an
agricultural heritage of global importance.
Whether they are manmade, natural, or the
combined works of nature and people, wetland
agricultural heritage systems are managed by
communities living in and around them, seeking
to Read More

Landscape heritage of the "Courtils",
Marais Vernier Ramsar Site, France
The Marais Vernier (Normandy, France) is a
4,500 hectare marsh located in a former
meander of the River Seine, not far from the river
mouth. Containing one of the largest peat bogs
in France in its southern part, this marsh remains
in a natural state, offering a striking contrast
Read More

Piangüeros (shellfish harvesters) of
the TérrabaSierpe, Costa Rica
Five hours into the new day, the first rays of
sunlight are beginning to warm the mixture of
fresh and salty waters in the channels and along
the beaches of the estuarine TérrabaSierpe
Ramsar Site on the southern Pacific coast of
Read More

Preserving peatlands through traditional approaches

Restoring Southeast Asian peatlands
with traditional approaches
One of the biggest environmental disasters is
happening right now. It concerns the largescale
conversion of Southeast Asia’s peatswamp
forests to drainagebased agriculture and
forestry. The dominant crops are oil palm (for
vegetable oil) and Acacia (for paper). Read
More

Put Typha in your wall, and heat with
reeds
Drained peatlands cover a mere 0.3% of the
world’s land surface, but they are the source of
almost 5% of the world’s anthropogenic CO2
emissions. To turn ”climate villains “ into
”climate saviours” we need to rewet drained
peatlands and keep the carbon in the soil. Along
with Read More

Culinary heritage, archaeology & art
Culinary heritage of wetlands
Although considered mystical and potentially
dangerous, wetlands have since prehistorical
times been amongst the first places where
people choose to live. They have done this for a
number of reasons: the wetlands offered
protection against fires, animals and other
people, they were used for transport, and they
often held a sacred character as places where
people came closer Read More

Archaeological evidence for shifting
irrigation and cultivation practices at
Engaruka, Tanzania
A semiarid environment is not the obvious
place to look for evidence of past wetland
agriculture, but this is assuming the
environmental conditions have remained the
same. In much the same way that wetlands are
not static Read More

A Field of Wheat
On the site of drained fen land in Branston
Booths, Lincolnshire, UK sits a 9 ha piece of
land: officially named 'Middle Field', it is one of
three fields belonging to farmer Peter Lundgren.
In September 2015, Middle Field became the
focus of a yearlong participatory artwork entitled
A Field of Wheat. Read More

Through the lens & upcoming publications
Photo essay: Traditional way of life in
a fishing community in Ghana
Click here to view a photo essay by
photographer Tomasz Tomaszewski of coastal
traditional way of life in the historic fishing
community of Elmina in Ghana, West Africa
(published in the Washington Post.)

Short film: Oasis de Ouled Saïd  a
traditional 'fouggara' irrigation system
Click here to view a WWF short film shot in 2002
in the Oasis de Ouled Saïd wetland and its
traditional 'fouggara' irrigation system, which
distributes water in openair channels and
shares it equitably to individual oasis gardens.

Te Reo o Te Repo – the Voice of the
Wetland
Te Reo o Te Repo – the Voice of the Wetland is
an online wetland handbook created
collaboratively between the Waikato Raupatu
River Trust and Manaaki WhenuaLandcare
Research, and funded mainly by the Ministry of
Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE)
Wetland Restoration Programme. If you would
like to be notified when this report is published
online in February 2017, please register your
interest here. The handbook highlights a range
of mahi (work) undertaken by iwi (tribes) and
hapū (subtribes) to increase the health and
wellbeing of their repo (wetlands). Information

shared includes processes for facilitating
renewed these vibrant connections.

Ramsar Convention Secretariat News
World Wetlands Day, 2 February 2017 
Download your free information
materials today!
World Wetlands Day is rapidly approaching. For
the 2017 edition, we invite you to engage and
raise awareness around the theme “Wetlands
for disaster risk reduction.” More than 400
events have been registered on the World
Wetlands Day event map. If you have not yet
added your event, please login here or register
here to add your event.
Free information materials to support your
events are available to download here and
include Logos, Teacher and organizer guide,
Posters, handouts and InDesign files.

Wetlands Youth Photo Contest
coming up from 2 February to 2 March
2017!
The Wetlands Youth Photo Contest will be taking
place from 2 February to 2 March 2017 (open to
anyone aged 1825).Take a picture of any type
of wetland that helps us cope with extreme
weather events, and upload it to
www.worldwetlandsday.org for a chance to win
a free flight courtesy of Star Alliance Biosphere
Connections to visit a Wetland of International
Importance (Ramsar Site). You can read more
about the experience of the 2016 Wetland Photo
Contest Winner, Adarsh Prathap, who visited
one of the world's largest wetlands, the Pantanal
in Brazil here.

COP13 news: Mainstreaming of
Biodiversity into Agricultural Practice:
Rice Paddy Resolution of the Ramsar
Convention
Industrialisation or modernization of agriculture

has recently been confirmed as one of the key
issues for biodiversity loss in many countries, so
mainstreaming biodiversity in agriculture is
crucial for achieving the Aichi Biodiversity
Targets. Mainstreaming biodiversity means to
influence development decisions and improve
outcomes of biodiversity conservation and
poverty reduction with a variety of activities on
the ground. Furthermore, issues related to food
security in order to reduce poverty is a crucial
aspect of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda Read More
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