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World Wetlands Day  
Introduction 

 Single most important awareness-raising event for Convention 
o Funded by Danone-Evian since its inception 

 Enthusiastically promoted by Parties year after year 
o 89% have carried out WWD activities since COP11 

 France is by far the biggest supporter of the day 
o 2014: 481 events 
o 2015:  692 events 

 Other prominent examples of country support: 
o 2013: Estonia – country-wide support for WWD with government officials and 

guides giving educational tours at multiple wetland locations 
o 2015: Uganda – Ministry of Environment event at Lutembe Bay Ramsar Site 



World Wetlands Day  
Introduction 

Resolution X11.9.20 
 
“RECOGNIZES the growing celebration of World Wetlands Day in a large 
number of countries, and URGES Contracting Parties to continue, or to 
begin, to use this occasion to bring attention to their achievements and 
continuing challenges in wetland conservation and wise use.” 

 



Review of 2015 



Futerra study to assess  
World Wetlands Day 2014 

Recommendations to improve  

1. Redefine the “why” or core purpose 
of WWD   

• take broad purpose of raising public 
awareness and translate into action 

2. Develop a ‘theory of change’: 
• identify desired outcomes 
• define groups that aid outcomes 
• need strategy for barrier removal 
• engage with groups both rationally 

and  emotionally to provoke action 
 

Why ? 

How ? 

What? 

 



World Wetlands Day 2015  
New focus 

 TARGET: youth 15-24 – savvy, extrovert 
 The how: give them a reason to encounter wetlands 

o Wetlands Youth Photo Contest 
o Educate about importance of wetlands and urgency of loss 
o Trigger a next step for taking action: pledges 

 Launched World Wetlands Day website 
o Education & publicity materials for download 
o Upload and rate photos in contest from  2 Feb to 2 Mar 
o Register pledges for all to take action for wetlands 

 

 

Why? 

Who? 

How? 



World Wetlands Day 2015 
The how 

 Materials to download in 3 languages included: 
o WWD posters 
o Teacher and organizer’s guide 

o 4 Hand-outs targeting youth audience 

 Supported with extensive social media 
campaign  
o All materials linked to Ramsar Convention pages on 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

 Secretary General invited to Uganda for  
      WWD 2015 and launches Youth Photo Contest  



2014 2015
Activities (reported) 822 844
Participating countries 77 (58) 80

Downloads 28.400,00 113.464,00
Press mentions 116 379

World Wetlands Day 2015 
Event results 

 Rise in reported activities 
 2200 photo entries from 80 

nations 
 Quadrupling in downloads 

o Top item  2014:  9,000 (video) 
o Top item  2015:  26,000 (logo) 

 Over 56,600 website visitors 
 Facebook Reach: 

o 2015 : 16,135,974 
o 2014:2,266,348 

 Prominent supporters 
o Mentioned by Virgin Unite 

 



World Wetlands Day 2015 
Overview of target audience 
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World Wetlands Day 2015  
Photo contest winners 

Francesca Negrini, 17 from Italy 
 Stunning photo of trees reflected in a river in 

Padule di Fucecchio, Northern Tuscany  
 She won the free flight, courtesy of Star 

Alliance to visit a wetland of her choice 

 
Helder Andre, 23 from Brazil 
 Incredible image of a horse and its rider rising 

out of a river near his hometown of Passira in 
Pernambuco state  

 Self-taught photographer and musician 



World Wetlands 2015 
Country adaptations 



World Wetlands Day 2015 
Observations   

 Photo contest successfully engaged youth and public 
 Extending World Wetlands Day over one month as opposed to one day 

encourages more participation, visibility and engagement 
 Having a dedicated website facilitates wide dissemination of materials, 

better tracking of users and focuses attention on the theme and the day 
 Materials online should be complimented by distribution of printed 

materials to areas with slow internet connection or other resource 
problems 

 Social media is an increasingly vital channel to reach key audiences 
 Facilitate reporting for countries 
 In addition to Ramsar channels, partner networks are critical to reach 

other audiences (IOPs, Regional Initiatives, etc.)  
 Event organizers in the countries are vital to success of WWD 

 



World Wetlands Day 
Proposed 5 year Strategy 

Wetlands why should I care ? 
• Support sustainable livelihoods  
• Provide fresh water 
• Feed humanity 
• Filter harmful waste 
• Fight climate change  

2017  
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WWF 



World Wetlands Day 
The Process  

Partner’s inputs to 
themes for WWD 2016 

and beyond 

Secretariat presents  
themes to Executive 

Committee for approval 

Announcement 
materials 
available  

for 
dissemination  

June 
2015  

November 
2015  

Executive Committee 
approves 2016 theme 

Consultations with 
Francophone countries 
to agree on translation 

into French 
“Modes de vie durables” 

selected  

AA’s, NFP,CEPA, IOPs 
WWD event 

organizer’s  informed 
of theme 

Other partners 
informed and invited 
to submit case studies  

CBD, Biodiversity-
related Conventions 

Liaison Group, 
 UN WTO, UN-Water, 

ILO, Regional 
initiatives  

Parties, IOPS, partners 
invited to submit case 
studies that illustrate 

Sustainable Livelihoods 

Print copies of posters  shared with  
• STRP meeting Gland (2-6 Nov) 
• Briefing SC51 to Asian missions, Geneva 

(6 Nov) 
• Ramsar National Committee Training in 

Zimbabwe (Nov 6-11) 
• Heads of Administrative Authorities 

RAMCEA Kampala (9 -10 Nov) 
• Mangrove and Coral Reefs Regional 

Initiative, El Salvador (9-13 Nov) 
• Workshop to Develop Regional Initiatives 

for Central Asia, Dunshabe (10-13 Nov) 
 

   

All materials uploaded 
on upgraded website 

France invited to test 
new map of events  

Map of events 
uploaded on website   

Development of  
materials starts 



2016 Outreach materials to 
support country activities.   

World Wetlands Day 2016 
Materials 



World Wetlands Day 2016 

Four Key Activities  
o Visit a wetland  
o Find out how wetlands are 

essential for livelihoods  
o Support communities that 

wisely use wetlands 
o Enter the Wetlands Youth 

Photo Contest from                   
2 February to 2 March  



World Wetlands Day 2016 
Youth Photo Contest 

o Starts 2 February and lasts till           
2 March 2016 

o Open to all youth aged 15 to 24 
o Theme “Wetlands are essential for 

Sustainable Livelihoods” 
o  Invite youth to take a picture of 

“people making a living from 
wetlands.” 

 
o Upload up to 3 pictures to 

www.worldwetlandsday.org 
 

o Main prize free flight to Wetland of 
choice courtesy of Star Alliance, 
Biosphere connections. 
 

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/


Results 2015: Download of Outreach 
Materials by Languages 

Source: www.worldwetlandsday.org 
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Materials 2016 
Logos   



Materials 2016 
Posters  



Materials 2016 
Guides  

Teacher and 
Organizer's Guide  

Graphic Guidelines  
 



Materials 2016 

Three Handouts      A Fact Sheet 

Video: This is my Job 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0I-jU5KSxQ


Materials 2016  

All materials available 
 www.worldwetlandsday.org  

Limited print materials 
Riera@ramsar.org 

In-design files available 
www.worldwetlandsday.org  

 

 

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/


Reporting Events  

www.worldwetlandsday.org/map 



Reporting Events 2016 

Success of World Wetlands Day depends on the event 
organizers 
 Goal  

o Capture the global celebration  
o Inspire and share event ideas  
o Facilitate public participation 
o Promote WWD events around the world  

 
 



Results: Total Number of Reported 
Activities 2015 

Top 10 
Countries 

Number of 
Activities 
Reported 

France  692 
Japan  21 
Romania  14 
China  13 
Australia  7 
Philippines  7 
Slovakia  7 
Brazil  6 
Congo  5 
India  4 
South Africa 4 
USA 4 

Africa , 25 

Asia, 59 

Europe, 737 

Neotropics, 8 
North America, 6 Oceania , 9 



Reporting 2016 
New events map 

o Visit 
http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/map 

o Create an account to: 
o Add your event to global 

map 
o View WWD events around 

the world  
o Promote your own event 
o Add your pictures, videos  
o Register your 2016 activities  

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/map


Reporting 2016 
Add your event (s) 

1. Create an Account  

2. Check your e.mail    

3. Add your event details 



World Wetlands Day 2016 
Main outreach channels  

 WWD Micro site and Ramsar Website  
o www.worldwetlandsday.org 
o www.ramsar.org 

 
 Social media platforms  

 
 Key Partners  

o Administrative Authorities  
o CEPA Focal Points 
o Wetland site managers 
o Regional centres 
o Teachers 
o Youth societies, university clubs associations 
o Ramsar partners – international and national 
o Media  

 
 

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
http://www.ramsar.org/


World Wetlands Day 2016 
Join us  

 
o Create awareness 
o Encourage youth to participate in the Photo contest 
o Organize an event 
o Visit a wetland and or Ramsar site  
o Register your event at www.worldwetlandsday.org  

http://www.worldwetlandsday.org/


World Wetlands Day 
Proposed 5 year Strategy 

Wetlands why should I care ? 
• Support sustainable livelihoods  
• Provide fresh water 
• Feed humanity 
• Filter harmful waste 
• Fight climate change  

2017  
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Thank you  
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