Informative Document
VI Panamerican Regional Meeting of the Convention on Wetlands
Bogota - Colombia
26-31 October 2014
The government of Colombia, through the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of Environment and Sustainable Development, with the support of the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention (Ramsar, Iran, 1971), is
organizing the VI Panamerican Regional Meeting of the Convention on Wetlands which will take place in
Bogota from the 26th to the 31st of October 2014

Venue of the meeting

Arrival in Colombia

The meeting will take place at the Dann Carlton
Hotel, Bogotá. The hotel is located in the north of
the city and it is 40 minutes away from El Dorado
airport. It is has access to internet as well as a photocopier and fax.

Financed delegates will receive a personalized
letter that must be shown upon arrival in the
country.

Hotel Dann Carlton Bogotá
Avenida 15 # 103 – 60
Tel: 6350010
For more information :
http://en.hotelbogotadanncarlton.com/
The Secretariat will be at the Dann Carlton Hotel
from October 21.

Reservations
The Ramsar Secretariat will be responsible for co
coordinating hotel reservations and airline tickets
for all the delegates that are financed by the Convention. Any participant that is not funded by the
Secretariat should make their own hotel reservations, stating that they will be participating in the VI
Pan-American Regional Meeting of the Convention
on Wetlands.

Insurance
Please note that financed participants will have
travel insurance for the duration of the meeting
covered by the Ramsar Secretariat. The insurance
policy covers medical and travel emergencies.

Transport
Transport from El Dorado airport to the hotel and
from the hotel to El Dorado airport will be provided for all delegates. However, if any issues
arise, financed delegates are advised to take a
taxi. This cost will be reimbursed by the Secretariat.

Payment of DSA
For financed delegates, the Secretariat will pay a
DSA according to the United Nations scale for
Bogota. The DSA will cover the cost of dinners
and other minor expenses not covered directly by
the Secretariat.

Documents
The documents for the meeting will be available
in English on the Convention’s website on October 10. Subsequently, the documents will be
available in Spanish.
Participants are kindly asked to bring their own
set of documents as a limited number of copies
will be available.

Field Visit
A field visit is planned for October 30.

General Information
Colombia is strategically positioned in the American hemisphere. On the one hand, it is an important link between the North and the South countries of the hemisphere and on the other it has
extensive coastlines on both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. This location allows the country to
be the entrance door to South America while having ports to the rest of the Americas, Europe and
the countries of the Pacific. In addition, its location on the equatorial zone determines the existence of a variety of climates and ecosystems.
Colombia consists of a large mountainous region
belonging to the Andes mountain range and a flat
region comprising the Amazon and Orinoco regions. The mountainous region covers more than
half of the western part of the country while the
flat region covers the eastern area of the country.
Colombia shares borders with Venezuela, Brazil,
Peru, Ecuador and Panama. It has an area
1,147,140 Km2 making it the fourth largest country in South America after Brazil, Argentina and
Peru.

Population
Colombia is the most populated country of the
Andean Community and the third in Latin America after Brazil and Mexico. As of 2006, the country’s population was estimated to be 43,593,035
people.

Currency and currency exchange
The currency is the Colombian peso and the exchange rate is $2,000 pesos for 1 US Dollar. To
change dollars into pesos you may do so at the
hotel or at Unicentro, a shopping centre located 5
-10 minutes from the hotel by taxi.

Bogotá
Bogotá, the capital of Colombia, is located in the
centre of the country on a vast plain in the Andes
mountain range at 2,600 meters above sea level.

Usaquén

Gold Museum

It has a population of around eight million people
from all corners of Colombia and the world. It is a
city as diverse as the whole country and it is the
most important cultural centre in the country. It
has hundreds of places to visit and offers a wide
variety of activities.
The gastronomy in the city must also be mentioned, explored and enjoyed. The offer of traditional local food as well as international food is
wide and known as one of the best in Latin America. Some of the traditional dishes of the region
are ajiaco, cocido, tamal or almojabanas. There is
also a great variety of fresh fruit juices and Colombian desserts.

Weather
Bogota has high altitude temperate weather as it
is located at 2,600 meters above sea level. Daily
temperatures vary between 6 and 24 oC all year
round. The rainy seasons are between March and
May and October and November.
It is recommended to wear layers and bring
sweaters or jackets. Nights are very cold and
dawn has the lowest temperatures of the day.
During the rainy season it is important to wear
rain coats or use an umbrella.
During the day the sun, especially at around
noon, may be very strong. It is a good idea to
wear a cap or a hat and sunglasses.
Regarding the transportation within the city, the
best option is to use taxis. It is recommended to
take taxis directly at the hotel or call one.
For more information:
http://www.colombia.travel/en/internationaltourist/vacations-holidays-where-to-go/bogotatravel-guide
Source: Official Travel Guide of Colombia

Plaza de Bolivar

Tourist areas in Bogota D.C.
Historical Centre – La Candelaria and the International Centre
A visit of this area is recommended, particularly
around 10th street between 3rd and 7th carreras
where you can observe the original architecture of
the city. In this area you will also find numerous
colonial churches as well as the Gold Museum, a
place that should not be missed.
Other important places in this area are:











Colón Theatre
Luis Angel Arango Library
The Colombian Mint
“Donación Botero” Museum
Plaza de Bolivar
Plaza de Toros La Santa María
Museum of Modern Art of Bogota
(MAMBO)
National Museum
The Planetarium of Bogota
The Church of San Diego – an example
of colonial architecture.

Usaquén
Located in the Northern part of Bogota, Usaquén
was originally a town outside of Bogota. Today it
is a touristic and gastronomically important area
that maintains the traditional architecture. Besides the numerous local and international restaurants, Usaquén is known for its traditional
arts and crafts fair which takes place every Saturday and Sunday. However during the week you
may also find some stalls selling crafts. Hacienda
Santa Barbara, one of the oldest shopping centres in Bogotá, is also located in this area.
Other areas to visit are the Zona T and Parque de
la 93 which have a large variety of national and
international restaurants as well as shopping
centres such as Centro Andino and El Retiro.
Close to the hotel, 5-10 minutes by taxi, there is
Unicentro, a shopping centre with a variety of
restaurants, banks, currency exchange offices,
shops and supermarkets.

Biodiversity
Colombia has the second highest levels of biodiversity in the world, surpassed only by Brazil. It is estimated that, on average, one out of ten species of flora and fauna in the world is found in Colombia. This is
the reason why Colombia is part of the group of like-minded Megadiverse Countries.
Besides being rich in biodiversity, Colombia is also diverse in terms of ecosystems. It has almost all the
ecosystems found on the planet and also the highest number of ecosystems represented in one country
(99 ecosystems).
Of the 114 million hectares of the continental part of Colombia almost 64 million hectares are covered by
natural forests that maintain a large portion of the megadiversity of the country.
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Wetlands
Colombia is a country rich in fresh water and marine wetlands. Freshwater wetlands cover 20,252,500
hectares; the are represented mainly by lakes, swamps, peat lands, marshes, and floodplains and treedominated wetlands. The marine wetlands cover an area of around 20 million hectares, represented by
300,000 hectares of coral formations, 380,000 hectares of mangroves and 43 hectares of seagrasses. This
variety of wetlands allow the existence of many species of mammals (capybaras, otters, manatees), nonmigratory birds (herons, spoonbills, whistling ducks, the Bogota rail), migratory birds (blue–winged teal),
reptiles (spectacled caiman, caiman, turtles) and fish which are the main source of income and food for
fishermen.

Ramsar Sites
Colombia has five Ramsar Sites as described below.
Complejo de Humedales Laguna del Otún
Designated on the 25th of June 2008, this Site has an area
of 6,579 ha and is located within the Los Nevados National Park in the Central Andes of Colombia. It includes
lagoons, swamps, peatlands interconnected or functionally related with one another and influenced by glaciers
and páramo vegetation. The site is home to 52 species of
birds, of which the most vulnerable are the aquatic species Oxyura jamaicensis andina and Podiceps occipitalis
juninensis, with reduced populations and very localized
distribution in Colombia – this makes them more susceptible to the degradation of their habitats, generated mainly
by agricultural and livestock expansion. Other endangered
bird species include Vultur gryphus, Hapalopsittaca
fuertesi and Ognorhynchus icteriotis. Among the important flora species found in the site are Espeletia hartwegiana centroandina, Podocarpus oleifolius and Polylepis
sericea, which are also found under special protection.
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Sistema Delta Estuarino del Río Magdalena, Ciénaga
Grande de Santa Marta.
Designated on the 18th of June 1998, This Ramsar Site is
located in the department of Magdalena and covers an
area of 400,000 ha. The site is a coastal estuarine system
with 20 lagoons, several rivers running and extensive
zones of mangroves. The Site is important for these mangroves as they are the part of the largest area of mangroves on the Caribbean coast of Colombia. It also serves
as habitat and winter breeding ground for several bird
species, of which at least two are endemic species. Furthermore it is a spawning ground for many fish and shellfish species. The Site is of particular importance for the
local economy which is based on fishing.

Sistema Lacustre de Chingaza
Designated on the 25th of June 2008 and with an area of
4,058 ha, this Sites is includes a complex of wetlands that
provide water for Bogotá and that are located in the Colombian Andes. This region supports one of the dampest
páramos of the country and is a centre of particular endemism which has been the refuge for more than 400
flora species and 500 fauna species, some of them endangered and others which have not yet been totally
identified. The complex is formed by 20 lagoons and is of
great importance for migratory birds. Among the species
found under special protection, at national as well as international levels, the following mammals are noteworthy: Tremactus ornatus, Mazama rufina bricenni,Tapirus
pinchaque and Tapirus terrestris, and among the flora:
Espeletia grandiflora, Podocarpus oleifolius, and the palm
genus Xeroxilum.
©Cristiam Garcia

Delta del Río Baudó.
Designated on the 5th of June 2004, this Ramsar Site has an area of 8,888 ha and it is located in the department of Chocó in the Colombian Pacific. The Site comprising flood banks, sand beaches, shrub-swamps
and swamp forests. Outstanding vegetation includes nato mangroves (Mora oleifera, Mora megistosperma), with trees reaching 35 m or more in height and mangrove forests (Pelliciera rhizophorae, Avicennia germinans). Noteworthy fauna include the Spotted Paca (Agouti paca), the peccaries (Tayassu pecari
and Tayassu tajacu), Jaguar (Panthera onca) and Neotropical Otter (Lontra longicaudis). The Site is also a
spawning area for numerous species of fish.

Laguna de la Cocha.
Designated on the 8th of January 2001, this Site has an area
of 39,000 ha and it is located in the department of Nariño.
The Site is largely made up of a volcanic lake and its surrounding highland Andean peatlands and forest. It supports a diverse range of associated flora and fauna among
which are endangered mammals such as the tapir (Tapirus
pinchaque) and the spectacled bear (Tremarctos ornatus)
and endemic species such as the ducks (Anas cyanoptera
borreroi, Oxyura jamaicensis ferruginea). With respect to
the flora, there are two important endemic species of
frailejon (Espeletia cochensis, Espeletia schultesiana). The
Site is important for the local economy and for local indige- ©Gobernación de Nariño
nous communities that consider the site sacred. Likewise
the Site is archaeologically important as it was inhabited by
Precolombian communities.

