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Introduction 
 

The aim of this project is to use the information related to the implementation of EC Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC) –EC-HD– and EC Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) –EC-BD– in Spain to 
reinforce the implementation of the Ramsar Convention at national level and to promote synergies 
between both international nature conservation instruments. One of the expected results of this work 
will be a list of candidate sites for Ramsar designation that will contribute to build up a coherent 
and comprehensive network of Ramsar sites in Spain. This network will include relevant wetland 
ecological communities and will be important for the preservation of wetland species identified as 
vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered under national or international species 
legislation/programmes.  
 
The qualitative and quantitative information on the distribution, abundance and conservation status of 
wetland habitat types and species of community importance will be used to assess the significance of 
Natura 2000 Network sites in relation to wetland diversity, leading to a proposal of candidate sites for 
Ramsar designation. Besides, in the territory not included in Natura 2000 Network, existing information 
on the distribution, abundance and naturalness of EC-HD Annex I habitat types will be analyzed to 
locate other areas of importance for the conservation of wetland habitat types.  
 
The results will serve to improve the coherence among different Protected Areas Networks and Lists 
designated under international frameworks, specially the EC Nature Conservation Directives and the 
Ramsar Convention and will be relevant for the implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy 
and the National Wetlands Strategy.  
 
The project pursues an approach for the application of the “Strategic Framework and guidelines for the 
future development of the List of Wetlands of International Importance (Designating Ramsar Sites. 
Ramsar Handbook 7, 2004 Second Edition)”, in particular Objective 2: “Contribute to maintaining global 
biological diversity through the designation and management of appropriate wetland sites” and Objective 4: “To use the 
Ramsar site network as a tool to promote national, supranational/regional and international cooperation in relation to 
complementary environment treaties”. 
 
Ramsar Criteria for identifying Wetlands of International Importance will be applied to assess the potential 
contribution of wetlands included in Spanish Natura 2000 sites to the development of the Spanish List 
of Wetlands of International Importance.   
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Methodology 
 
Reference Lists 
 
Reference List of wetland-related habitat types 
 
A reference list of wetland-related Annex I habitat types will be prepared based on the EUNIS Habitat 
Classification System 1 and its relations with other habitat classifications.  
 
The cross-references between EUNIS Habitat Classification and EC-HD Annex I Habitat types 2 and 
the cross-references between EUNIS Habitat Classification and the Ramsar Classification System 3 will 
be combined to elaborate the equivalence table of Ramsar Wetland Types and EC-HD Annex I Habitat types. 
Additional information –including contacts with relevant experts, if necessary– will be compiled in 
those cases where there is no clear equivalence among EC-HD Annex I habitat types and Ramsar 
wetland types using the EUNIS classification as a link. 
 
Reference List of wetland-related species 
 
A reference list of wetland-related EC-HD Annex II species, EC-BD Annex I species, and other 
migratory species not included in EC-BD Annex I will be also compiled. 
 
 
Systematic approach to assess the conservation values of wetland biodiversity in Spain 
 
Territory included in the Natura 2000 network 
 
The current List of proposed Sites of Community Importance (pSCIs) under Habitats Directive 
(92/43/EEC) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) under Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) will be analyzed 
to identify wetland diversity (habitat types and species of community importance associated to 
wetlands) throughout the Natura 2000 Network in Spain. The objective is to assess the significance of 
Natura 2000 sites for the conservation of wetland diversity. 
 
 

The selection of Natura 2000 sites in Spain is being made in close cooperation with the Autonomous 
Communities –Regional Governments responsible for nature conservation–. To date, the Natura 2000 
Network in Spain is composed of 1.382 proposed Sites of Community Importance (pSCIs) covering 
11.912.183 Hectares (22% of the national territory) and 442 Special Protection Areas (SPAs) covering 
8.165.405 Hectares (16 % of the national territory). As sites belonging to different categories (pSCIs or 
SPAs) may overlap totally or partially, the real extent of the whole network is 13.162.322 Hectares (26% 
of national territory).  

The information on Natura 2000 sites is associated to a Data Management System (databases and GIS).  

 
                                                           

1 Davies C.E. & Moss, D. (2002). EUNIS Habitat Classification. Final Report to the European Topic Centre on Nature Protection and Biodiversity. 
European Environment Agency.  

2 Moss, D. & Davies, C.E. (2002). Cross-references between the EUNIS habitat classification and habitats included on Annex I of the EC Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC). European Environment Agency.  

3 EUNIS web page http://eunis.eea.eu.int/index.jsp and Dorian Moss (personal communication) 
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Assessment of site significance in terms of wetland-related habitat types 
 
The Natura 2000 Standard Data Form includes information about the presence and coverage of each 
habitat type of community importance in the site, its representativity, relative surface, and conservation 
status. A global assessment (i.e. the value of the site for the conservation of each habitat type) is also 
provided. 
 
Different variables will be calculated using the information compiled in the Natura 2000 Standard Data 
Forms to evaluate the significance of Natura 2000 sites in terms of wetland-related habitat types of 
community importance. Special attention will be given to the presence in the sites of wetland-related 
habitat types identified as “priority” in EC-HD Annex I but also to “rare” wetland-related habitat types 
(rarity will be estimated as a ratio to the total coverage of each habitat type in the Network). 
 

Assessment of site significance in terms of wetland-related species 
 
In relation to species of community importance included in EC-BD Annex I and other migratory 
species –for Special Protection Areas under Birds Directive– and species of community importance included in 
EC-HD Annex II and IV –for proposed Sites of Community Importance under Habitats Directive–, the Natura 
2000 Standard Data Form includes information about their presence in the site, an estimation of their 
populations, conservation status, and degree of isolation. A global assessment (i.e. the value of the site 
for the conservation of each species) is also provided. 
 
Different variables will be calculated using the information compiled in the Natura 2000 Standard Data 
Forms to evaluate the significance of Natura 2000 sites in terms of wetland-related species of 
community importance. Special attention will be given to the presence of wetland-related species of 
community importance identified as “priority” in EC-HD Annex II, species in relevant categories of the 
IUCN Red List, and endemic species. 
 

Global assessment of site significance 
 
As a result of the combined assessment of habitat types and species, a proposal of candidate sites for 
designation as Wetlands of International Importance will be prepared. Moreover, the proposal will allow the 
identification of the most relevant sites of Natura 2000 Network in terms of wetland values (habitat 
types and species) which may be seen as priority candidate sites for the Ramsar List. The proposal will be 
supported by detailed information on the results of the assessment, the specific values that justify site(s) 
selection and cartographic representations illustrating the location of the candidate sites. 
 
The inclusion of sites in Natura 2000 Network represents a formal commitment of the Autonomous 
Communities –Regional Governments responsible for nature conservation in their territories– to the 
preservation of European biodiversity. In this context, the identification of Ramsar sites from Natura 
2000 sites will improve the coherence of the network and increase the synergy between different nature 
conservation policies and strategies.  
 
 
Territory not included in the Natura 2000 network 
 
The information about species of community importance in the territory not included in NATURA 2000 
NETWORK is quite heterogeneous and it is not standardized. For this reason, the assessment will only 
take into consideration the presence, abundance and naturalness of wetland-related EC-HD Annex I 
habitat types. 
 
The source of information on EC-HD Annex I habitat types is the Atlas of the Habitats of Spain, a 
recent revision of the Spanish Inventory of Habitats Directive Annex I Habitat Types.  
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The Atlas of the Habitats of Spain (2003) is the result of the inventory and mapping (1:50.000 scale) of 
188.671 “inventory units” covering an extent of 20.641.273 Hectares (41% of national territory). As a 
whole, 390.913 individual occurrences of habitat types are mapped in the Atlas. Frequently, more than 
one habitat type is found in the same inventory unit; for this reason, the Atlas includes an estimation of 
the coverage of each habitat type and the assessment of its naturalness inside each inventory unit.  

The information of the Atlas of the Habitats is associated to a Data Management System (databases 
and GIS). 

 
 
The Atlas of the Habitats of Spain will be used to produce a Digital Cartography of Wetland-related EC-HD 
Annex I Habitat Types. Based on this digital data, the presence, abundance and naturalness of wetland-
related EC-HD Annex I habitat types will be studied through the definition and analysis of different 
variables. Special attention will be given to the presence in the inventory units of wetland-related 
habitat types identified as “priority” in EC-HD Annex I but also to “rare” wetland-related habitat types 
(rarity will be estimated as a ratio to the total coverage of each habitat type in the Atlas). 
 
An assessment of the importance of each inventory unit for the conservation of wetland-related Annex 
I habitat types will be made on the basis of the values of these variables. The inventory units will be 
ranked according to the qualitative and quantitative assessment of wetland-related habitat types to 
locate “hotspots of wetland habitats diversity” (measured in terms of richness and abundance of wetland-
related habitat types, but taking into consideration the degree of naturalness of these habitat types too). 
As a result, other areas of importance for the conservation of wetland-related habitat types will be identified outside 
the territory included in Natura 2000 Network.  
 


