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Ramsar small grants
project assistance
programmes
Small Grants Fund for Wetland Conservation and Wise Use
The Small Grants Fund for Wetland Conservation and Wise Use (SGF) was established by
the Conference of the Contracting Parties in 1990, and it provides financial assistance in the
form of small grants (maximum Swiss francs 40,000, ca. € 25,000, per project) for projects
in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. At present, funding
is provided for activities related to the implementation of the Convention’s Strategic Plan
2003-2008, including requests for emergency assistance.
From 1990 through 2006, some 198 projects have been funded in about 87
countries, for a total amount of about 7.5 million Swiss francs.
The Fund relies entirely upon voluntary contributions for its operations.
In recent years, voluntary financial contributions have been made to
the SGF by the governments of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Monaco, the Netherlands, Spain,
Sweden, the UK, and the USA, as well as from WWF International. In
addition, in some cases projects submitted to the Ramsar Small Grants Fund have been
taken over for direct funding support by such organizations as Wetlands International,
as part of its agreement with the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DGIS), and the
World Wide Fund for Nature’s Global Freshwater Programme.
Normally, completed applications in English, French or Spanish must be received
by the Ramsar Secretariat by 30 June of each year, but Secretariat staff can advise on
project proposals submitted prior to 30 April. Applications have to be endorsed by the
Administrative Authority of the Convention in each country. After an evaluation carried
out by the technical staff of the Ramsar Secretariat, with advice from other experts as
required, recommendations for approval are submitted for the consideration of the
Standing Committee. Only very infrequently are two project proposals from the same
country awarded grants in the same annual cycle, and proposals are not usually funded in
countries that have not satisfactorily completed their previous SGF projects.
The Small Grants Fund Operational Guidelines and application form can be obtained in
English, French, or Spanish from the Ramsar Secretariat or on the Ramsar Web site (www.
ramsar.org/sgf/key_sgf_index.htm).

Wetlands for the Future
Since 1995, the Ramsar Secretariat, the United States State Department, and the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service have collaborated on a special initiative, the Wetlands for
the Future Fund (WFF) training programme, to benefit Latin American and Caribbean
institutions and individuals through capacity
building and training in the conservation and
wise use of wetlands. This initiative promotes
the implementation of the concept of “wise
use” of wetlands through strengthening the
capacity of countries to manage their wetland
resources in perpetuity and contributing to
integrate wetland conservation and management
with the development process. All proposed activities must be in line with the principles,
recommendations and guidelines of the Ramsar Convention. Following proposal
evaluations by Ramsar Secretariat staff, projects are chosen by the Secretariat and US Fish
and Wildlife jointly and administered by the Secretariat.
Since its inception, the WFF has assisted approximately 225 projects in 22 countries for a
total of almost US$ 3 million in grants ranging from several hundred dollars to a maximum

of US$ 20,000, which required counterpart funding representing at least 50 per cent of the
total cost of the project.
The sponsors of Wetlands for the Future wish to establish partnerships with training
institutions, catalyze wetland training activities currently underway or planned within
the region, or complement existing training and education initiatives with wetland-related
instruction. Further information can be found at www.ramsar.org/wff/key_wff_index.htm.

The Swiss Grant for Africa
The Swiss Grant Fund for Africa administered by the Ramsar Secretariat
is a generous contribution offered by the Federal Government
of Switzerland over and above the annual dues provided to the
Convention’s core budget, in order to support wetland conservation
and wise use and the implementation of the Convention in Africa. This
annual contribution dates back to 1989 following the establishment of
the Convention secretariat in Switzerland in 1988. The Swiss Grant is
extremely useful in financing suitable emergency action or specific activities in needy areas
of wetland conservation and wise use. This contribution, amounting to 130-150,000 Swiss
francs per year, is also particularly helpful in promoting the Convention in the region. It is
administered under the supervision of the Senior Advisor for Africa (africa@ramsar.org) in
the Ramsar Secretariat, in collaboration with the Swiss authorities, and there is no formal
application process for this initiative.

Project support and external support agencies
The Ramsar Secretariat has a mandate to initiate and maintain contacts with external
support agencies, both in order to sensitize them to the need for wetland conservation and
wise use as an integral part of their projects, and to solicit from them greater support for
projects aimed at the environmentally sound management of wetlands.
The Secretariat places a high priority on working with donor agencies to assist in
wetlands work in developing countries. Presently, for example, in Africa alone, Ramsar
staff is working with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) on multinational wetland
projects involving the Lake Chad Basin Commission’s five member states, the Niger Basin
Authority’s nine states, and the range states of the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird
Agreement (AEWA). In addition, Ramsar is involved in wetland projects in Africa which
are benefiting from bilateral assistance from agencies in Belgium, Denmark, France, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and the European Union. At the same time,
Ramsar is also working with African projects receiving financial and in-kind assistance
from the Convention’s International Organization Partners (BirdLife International,
IUCN, the International Water Management Institute, Wetlands International, and WWF
International), as well as from Oiseaux Migrateurs du Paléarctique Occidental (OMPO),
the Macarthur Foundation, the MAVA Foundation, the Fondation internationale du Banc
d’Arguin (FIBA), and the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. Private-sector financial
assistance for Ramsar-related projects in Africa has also come from the Danone Group,
Banrock Station Wines, and Point Afrique, a French air transport company that donates
low-cost transportation and accommodation to assist in African development.
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