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Note from the Secretariat:

At the resumed session of its 59th meeting, the Standing Committee in Decision SC59/2022-46
agreed to forward the draft resolution on the Establishment of the International Mangrove Center
in the Framework of the Ramsar Convention in document SC59/2022 Doc.24.16 to COP14 for its
consideration, with the entire resolution in square brackets.

Draft resolution on establishment-ef the proposal to establish an
International Mangrove Center
inthe-framework-of-theCentre (a Ramsar ConventionRegional Initiative)

Submitted by China, cosponsored by Cambodia and Madagascar

1bis. RECOGNISING that mangrove ecosystems are rich in biodiversity and “some 341 species that
use mangroves are considered threatened—vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered—
by the international community and IUCN” (State of the World’s Mangroves, 2021);

2. ACKNOWLEDGING mangroves are ameng-the-meost important coastal blue carbon ecosystems,
stoecking1,023-tons-of carbonper-hectare; which is-3-te-4-times-thatof tropicalforests {HUEN
ahd-Ramsar-2020)-Mangrovescan store approximately 5.73 gigatons of carbon (conversion of

21 gigatons of CO,, GMA, 2021), with Wetlands of International Importance that include
mangroves and for which data are available holding an estimated 1.61 gigaton of carbon (Global

Wetland Outlook, 2021)-4-64-gigatens-in-Ramsarsites-of-mangrove{GWO-2021);




4.

4bis.

NOTING-BE-AWARE-that conservation and restoration of mangroves contributes to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development-multiple- SBGs, especially

SDG 6.6.1 on Water Ecosystems, SDG13 on Climate Action, and SDG14 on Life below Water;-and

FURTHER NOTING the levels of poverty in wetland-dependent communities and the need to

support socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable livelihoods; and RECOGNISING
the benefits of access to innovations, knowledge, data, and capabilities relevant for monitoring
mangroves and coastal blue carbon ecosystems and for the development of effective
conservation, restoration, and wise use policies;

4bisl. FURTHER RECOGNISING that a Ramsar Regional Initiative focused on mangroves and coastal

blue carbon ecosystems can build regional cooperation under the Convention for these crucial
ecosystems, enhance partnerships and networks, provide a platform for scientific and technical
support, and allow for joint actions and projects on mangroves and coastal blue carbon

ecosystems;

4bis2. NOTING the importance of delivering on the theme (“Wetland Actions for People and

Nature”) of the 14th Conference of Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
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https://www.hacfornatureandpeople.org/home
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/global-ocean-alliance-30by30-initiative
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/global-ocean-alliance-30by30-initiative

THE CONFERENCE OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES

14bis2. WELCOMES the proposal to establish a Ramsar Regional Initiative (“International Mangrove
Centre”) by the People’s Republic of China and interested Contracting Parties, in line with the
relevant Ramsar Convention rules, procedures, and guidelines;

14bis3. FURTHER WELCOMIES the focus of the proposed Ramsar Regional Initiative as the
conservation, restoration, and wise use of mangroves and coastal blue carbon ecosystems;

14bis4. ENCOURAGES interested Contracting Parties, hon-governmental organisations, and other
civil society organisations to voluntarily participate in the establishment and operation of the
proposed Ramsar Regional Initiative in an open, inclusive, and transparent manner;

14bis5. FURTHER ENCOURAGES close communication and cooperation with other organizations and
on-going mangrove initiatives to ensure complementarity of efforts during the establishment
and future operation of the proposed Ramsar Regional Initiative;

14bis6. INVITES submission of the proposed Ramsar Regional Initiative to the 62nd Meeting of the
Standing Committee for consideration.
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