
                                       

Forests and Water  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water and Peatland Forests 
 

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 
 
 
 
 
 

Tobias Salathé 
(incl. information by Hans Joosten, Greifswald Mire Centre) 



 wetlands 
       = water-related ecosystems 

  

     peatlands  =  wetlands with peat  

               peat  forms where waterlogged conditions prevent          
                              the complete decomposition of dead plant material 
 



 

  peatlands   
    -  areas with a naturally accumulated layer of dead organic material 
    -  are often forested (paludified and cloud forests, elfin woodlands,  
                                           paramos, mangroves) 
    -  many forests grow  - or: are grown -  on peatlands 
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