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Purpose of this BN

The purpose of this Brief-

ing Note is to introduce the
scientific and technical Briefing
Note series by providing an
overview of the purpose of the
series, the target audiences,
and the types of topics to be
addressed. The document also
provides information on how
Briefing Notes are prepared,
reviewed and published, as
well as where to find all of the
Notes in the series.
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Introduction to the Briefing Notes series

Welcome to the Ramsar Convention’s Scientific and Technical Brief-
ing Notes series. This series is prepared and produced by the Sci-
entific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) of the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971). Briefing Notes enable the STRP to rapidly
share relevant, credible and interesting scientific and technical informa-
tion and advice on wetlands with a broad audience.

About the STRP and Ramsar’s scientific and technical work
programme

A key role of the Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) is to provide sci-
entific and technical advice and support for the implementation of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands by responding to requests from Contracting Parties,
Ramsar Site managers, and the Secretariat on issues related to the wise use of
wetlands and the designation and management of Wetlands of International
Importance (Ramsar Sites). Requests for such support may be formally com-
municated to the STRP in Resolutions of the Conference of Contracting Parties
(COP) or through decisions of the Standing Committee; alternatively, urgent or
less formal requests may be communicated to the STRP on an ad hoc basis
through the Secretariat for immediate consideration.

The work programme of the STRP is broad and diverse, covering several The-
matic Work Areas. The range and number of Thematic Work Areas that is being
considered by the STRP at any particular time depends on the priorities and
needs of the Convention, particularly the needs of those responsible for Con-
vention implementation such as Ramsar Administrative Authorities and Ramsar
Site managers. Work priorities for the STRP are decided every three years at
each Conference of the Contracting Parties.

Larger tasks and projects within the STRP work programme often run over
several years. Such larger projects can involve, for example, the preparation
of scientific and technical guidance for the Convention on aspects of wetland
management. Generally this guidance would be formally adopted by the Con-
vention through Resolutions of the COP.

Another example of a larger task is the collation and synthesis of large amounts
of data to prepare global or regional status and trends reports related to wet-
lands. Many collaborating organizations, wetland scientists, and policy experts
can be involved in such a larger STRP project, and often there are repeated
consultations with end users to design, test, and finalize a product.

The STRP pursues a number of avenues through which to formally communi-
cate its findings, advice, recommendations, and guidance to its various audi-
ences. These include:
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e preparation of scientific and technical guidance
documents, which may be annexed to draft Resolu-
tions and submitted by the Standing Committee to
the COP for consideration and adoption;

e preparation of COP Information Papers containing
background and supporting information for scien-
tific and technical guidance documents;

e presentation of regular reports on STRP activities,
progress and opinions to the COP and to the Stand-
ing Committee of the Convention;

e preparation of internal reports and memos in re-
sponse to requests for ad hoc advice;

e publication of Ramsar Technical Reports, which gen-
erally provide substantial scientific detail and depth
on a range of specific wetland-related topics; and

e publication of STRP Briefing Notes, which are the
subject of this document.

What is the purpose of STRP Briefing
Notes?

Briefing Notes were introduced in the 2009-2012 cycle
as another category among the STRP’s products. Their
primary purpose is to enable the STRP to rapidly share
relevant, credible and interesting scientific and techni-
cal information on wetlands with a relatively broad au-
dience. The intention of publishing in an organized se-
ries is to ensure easier and longer-term access to this
information for future reference.

Briefing Notes are not intended to provide formal guid-
ance related to Convention implementation. They are

The STRP uses Briefing Notes to:

e share information on current STRP work in progress,
particularly where work is part of a longer STRP task
which might be proceeding in phases over several
years;

e share STRP views on an emerging issue of impor-
tance or urgency for the Convention in the future, or
of general interest, or

e bring relevant scientific and technical information
related to wetlands to the attention of Contracting
Parties, wetland managers, and policy makers, with-
out necessarily being limited to the schedule of COPs
for dissemination of such information.

usually shorter than Ramsar Technical Reports, being
either a true “note” of perhaps 2 to 5 pages, or alterna-
tively a longer information document of around 5 to 15
pages. While Briefing Notes are reviewed by the STRP
for scientific correctness, they are generally presented
in less technical language than the Ramsar Technical Re-
ports in order to make them more accessible to a wide
audience.

What can be covered in Briefing Notes?

A broad range of topics and issues can be covered in
Briefing Notes, although generally the content would be
relevant in some way to current STRP work priorities or
to current and future implementation of the Conven-
tion. As examples, Briefing Notes might provide:

e a report or update on the results of initial scoping
of a larger STRP task, including characterization of
end users or target audiences for the final scientific
product, terms of reference for technical work to be
carried out, and results of exploratory review of sci-
entific literature;

e an annotated bibliography of current scientific ref-
erences and useful information on an issue of gen-
eral interest to the Ramsar Convention, such as wa-
ter resources management;

e athematic collation of STRP work and Ramsar docu-
ments produced to date on a specific topic or issue,
such as invasive alien species;

e a review and synthesis of relevant scientific infor-
mation on an issue of specific interest to the Ram-
sar Convention, such as the potential impacts of sea
level rise on coastal wetlands;
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e advice and recommendations from the STRP on
an emerging and/or urgent issue relevant to the
Convention, such as the status of and responses to
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI);

e background and supporting information for a sci-
entific or technical draft Resolution which is being
submitted to the COP for consideration (in which
case the Briefing Note might also be assigned a COP
Information Document number in order to identify
it in the package of documents for a specific COP).

What is the status of a Briefing Note vis-a-
vis the Convention’s “official” documenta-
tion?

Briefing Notes are part of Ramsar’s suite of communica-
tion products and as such they are facilitated by and is-
sued through the Ramsar Secretariat. Briefing Notes are
not adopted or otherwise approved by the Contracting
Parties of the Convention, but the information and ad-
vice contained in a Briefing Note might support or lead
to a formal decision on that topic or another Conven-
tion document which is then adopted or endorsed by
the Parties. Each Briefing Note carries a standard dis-
claimer to highlight that the views contained in the doc-
ument are those of the authors and the STRP and do
not represent an officially-adopted view of the Ramsar
Convention or its Secretariat.

Who prepares Briefing Notes and how are
they reviewed?

Briefing Notes can be issued at any time in the STRP
work cycle. Their preparation and publication are not

R
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Who are the target audiences for STRP Briefing
Notes?

Depending on the content and focus of any particular
Briefing Note, target audiences might include:

e Ramsar’s Contracting Parties;

e Ramsar Site managers and managers of other
wetlands, including those wetlands with or without
some other form of protected area designation;

e Wetland scientists, instructors and students;

e  Wetland CEPA (Communication, Education, Participa-
tion and Awareness) practitioners;

e Other scientific organizations interested in wetlands
or in ecology more generally;

e Interested civil society organizations and members
of the public.

constrained to fit within COP schedules or other inter-
nal Convention administrative cycles.

The preparation of a Briefing Note will usually be agreed
and initiated by the STRP, either at a meeting or work-
shop of the full Panel or through electronic discussion
via the STRP Support Service. The rationale, objectives,
target audience, scope and content of a particular Brief-
ing Note, once agreed, will be included in the STRP work
programme and authors will be assigned to prepare the
text.

Not only the appointed STRP members are involved
in discussing a Briefing Note, however; wherever rel-
evant and possible, people within the supporting STRP
network are encouraged to contribute their views and
| %7} expertise, including representatives of STRP

¥ observer organizations, STRP National Focal
Points, and invited experts.

Authors of Briefing Notes could be Panel mem-
bers, or they could be members of a working
group established for a specific STRP task. On
occasion, the STRP might commission a Briefing
Note from an invited expert outside the Ramsar
networks, if the necessary expertise is not avail-
able within the STRP’s scientific networks or in
the current Panel.

Working drafts of Briefing Notes are generally
circulated within STRP networks for comments
and to obtain further inputs. Once the authors
have prepared a final draft, the Briefing Note
is reviewed internally by STRP members, who
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provide their review comments to the authors. The final
content of a Briefing Note is approved and signed off by

Current scientific and
technical Briefing Notes
can be viewed or down-
loaded at http://www.
ramsar.org/BN.

a small internal editorial
panel comprising the STRP
Chair and the responsible
Thematic Work Area lead
or task lead, assisted by
the Convention’s Deputy

Secretary General. The
Ramsar Secretariat under-takesthe editorial check and
final layout, and then releases the final Briefing Note.

Where are current Briefing Notes pub-
lished and how can | access them?

Briefing Notes are published in English in electronic
(PDF) format. When resources permit, they will be pub-
lished also in French and Spanish (the other official lan-
guages of the Ramsar Convention) and in printed form.
A full list of current Briefing Notes and all those avail-
able for download is available from the Ramsar Secre-
tariat and on the Ramsar website www.ramsar.org/BN.

The lifespan of Briefing Notes will vary, depending upon
the content and topic of each. In cases where a Brief-
ing Note’s content may be completely superseded by
new work, the original Briefing Note will be retired or
withdrawn and this will be noted in the list. The original
Briefing Note will be archived and will remain available
on request from the Secretariat.

In some cases, a Briefing Note may be updated with
new information and issued in a revised version. This
too will be noted in the list and in the revised Briefing
Note in order for readers to follow the “paper trail” as a
topic or issue is developed further.
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territories.
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