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PANTANAL
The world's largest inland floodplains.Privates ranches: nearly 95% of 
the floodplains

Area: 140,000 km2

FLOOD PULSE
The main ecological factor shaping  the landscape, 

nutrient cycling, species  distribution, and 

ecosystem productivity



Mainthreats
ÅDevelopmentof the higlandssurroundingthe floodplain: erosion, 

siltationandpollution

ÅReplacementof nativevegetationby cultivatedpasturesusingAfrican
grasses

ÅIntroductionof exoticspecies

ÅDevelopmentprojects: 
ÅHydroelectricpowerplantsin Paraguayriver basinςinterferencein the flood

pulse andnutriente cycling

ÅHydroviain the Paraguayriverςpotential impactson the hydrological
signatureof the Pantanal.
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