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40th Anniversary Honorary Ramsar Award 
Dr Luc Hoffmann 
 
To recognize and celebrate one of the founders of the Ramsar 
Convention, in this 40th anniversary year, the Standing Committee has 
decided to bestow a 40th Anniversary Honorary Ramsar Award to Dr Luc 
Hoffmann. 
 
 
You are often referred to as one of the founding fathers of the Ramsar 
Convention.  What was the path that led to the idea of creating a 
Convention, then to its becoming reality? 
 
The idea was proposed by attendants of the conference on wetlands in 
1962 in Saintes Maries de la Mer and formulated as a recommendation. 

Since I was the organizer of the conference, I have then tried to find support by governments and 
intergovernmental organisations.  
 
Ed. Note: The initial call for an international convention on wetlands came in 1962 during a conference 
which formed part of Project MAR, a programme established in 1960 following concern at the rapidity 
with which large stretches of marshland and wetlands in Europe were being "reclaimed" or otherwise 
destroyed, with a resulting decline in numbers of waterfowl. 
 
The MAR Conference was organized by Mr Luc Hoffmann, with the participation of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (now IUCN), the International Waterfowl 
and Wetlands Research Bureau, IWRB (now Wetlands International), and the International Council for 
Bird Preservation, ICBP (now BirdLife International), and was held in Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer in the French 
Camargue, 12-16 November 1962. 
 
The breadth of your achievements and influence is breath-taking.  It is obvious you have a wide vision 
of conservation.  What gave you this broad perception?  And what motivated you to dedicate your life 
to conservation? 

 
I was always interested in nature and was inspired by personalities like Max Nicholson, Peter Scott and 
François Bourlière.  
 
Why do wetlands interest you in particular? 

 
There was an emotional predilection for wetlands, and also the fact that wetlands were neglected by 
naturalists.  
 
In your opinion, what is the value (and the contribution) of the Ramsar Convention to wetland and 
water conservation? 
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The Ramsar Convention is a very important contribution to sensibilisation for wetlands, to the study of 
wetlands and to the conservation of particularly valuable areas.  
 
What does the 40th anniversary Honorary Ramsar Award mean to you? 

 
This is proof that if you insist on a process, you reach success.  
 
Do you have any general messages about the importance of wise use of wetlands? 

 
Wetlands play an important part in the functioning of nature but they can only play this part if they are 
wisely used. Therefore wise use is as important as preservation.  
In your opinion, what are the most important aspects of your achievements that you would like to see 
highlighted in the context of this award? 

 
With the pressure for destruction of wetlands increasing, we need to extend wetlands observatories to 
intensify permanent observation of wetlands.  


