
RAMSAR CONVENTION

Ramsar National Report to COP15

Help desk 

If you have any questions or problems, please contact Secretariat staff at nationalreports@ramsar.org. Use of this

email address will facilitate a timely response from the Secretariat. 

Link to online tutorials on how to access and use the ORS:  

https://www.ramsar.org/document/ramsar-online-reporting-system-tutorial 

Find previous reports here: https://www.ramsar.org/search 

Link to sample National Report Submission Letter: https://www.ramsar.org/document/national-reports-cop15-sample-

letter 

Please read the general guidance section before starting to complete the form.
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Section 1: Institutional Information

Important note: The responses below will be considered by the Convention on Wetlands Secretariat as

the definitive list of your focal points. All individuals listed below agree that the submitted information will

be used to update the information in the Secretariat’s contact database and will be published on the public

website here Contacts on website.

Name of Contracting Party

The completed National Report must be accompanied by a letter in the name of the Head of Administrative

Authority, confirming that this is the Contracting Party’s official submission of its COP15 National Report. It can be

attached to this question using the "Manage documents" function (blue symbol below) 

Link to sample National Report Submission Letter: https://www.ramsar.org/document/national-reports-cop15-sample-

letter

››› Republic of Zambia

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

Memo_submission_of_National_Report_to_COP15_signed_Zambia_NFP.pdf  - Confirmation Letter of report submission

signed by Zambia NFP

Designated Administrative Authority for the Convention on Wetlands

Name of Administrative Authority

››› Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW)

Head of Administrative Authority - name and title

››› Dominic L Chiinda - Director DNPW

Mailing address

››› Department of National Parks and Wildlife

Private Bag 1 Kafue Road

Chilanga

Zambia

Postcode 10101

Telephone

››› +260977894723

Email

››› info.dnpw@mot.gov.zm

Designated National Focal Point for the Convention on Wetlands

Name and title

››› Sandra Ponde Imbuwa Senior Ecologist

Mailing address

››› Department of National Parks and Wildlife

Private Bag 1 Kafue Road

Chilanga

Zambia

Postcode 10101

Telephone

››› +26096335852

Email

››› sandra.ponde@mot.gov.zm

Designated Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) National Focal Point

Name and title

››› Griffin K Shanungu Coordinator Sustainable Wildlife Management

Name of organisation

››› The Center for International Forestry Research and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-ICRAF)
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Mailing address

››› St Eugene Office Park, Kabulonga- Lake Road

Lusaka, Zambia

Telephone

››› +260969282452

Email

››› g.shanungu@cifor-icraf.org

Designated Government Communication, Capacity Building, Education, Participation

and Awareness (CEPA)Programme National Focal Point

Name and title

››› Harriet Malaya Natural Resources Management Officer

Name of organisation

››› Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

Mailing address

››› Mulungushi House, Independence Avenue, P.O. Box 50694, Ridgeway, Lusaka

Zambia

Telephone

››› +260976970733

Email

››› Harriet.Malaya@MLNR.GOV.ZM

Designated Non-Governmental Communication, Education, Participation and

Awareness (CEPA) Programme National Focal Point

Name and title

››› Agatha Chisha Wetlands Officer

Name of organisation

››› WWF Zambia

Mailing address

››› WWF Zambia

Plot 4978, Los Angeles Boulevard, P.O.Box 50551 RW, Long acres., 10101 Lusaka

Telephone

››› +260969644419

Email

››› achisha@wwfzam.org

Designated National Focal Point on Strengthening the Convention on Wetland’s

Connections through Youth

Name and title

››› Francis Phiri Wetland Ecologist Bangweulu Swamps

Name of organization

››› Department of National Parks and Wildlife

Mailing address

››› Chiundaponde Area Management Unit Bangweulu Swamps, Chiundaponde

Phone

››› +260973312306

Email

››› francisjr.jack@gmail.com
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Section 2: General summary of national implementation progress

and challenges

In your country, in the past triennium (i.e., since COP14 reporting)

A. What have been the five main achievements of the implementation of the

Convention since COP14?

1)

››› 1. Formulation of the Ramsar National Committee comprised of government agencies, and civil society

members working on wetlands-related matters. The AA is the chair of the committee and the co-chair is the

national CEPA Government Focal point agency

2)

››› Payment of the outstanding annual contributions to the convention (2017-2024)

3)

››› Appointment of the National Ramsar Youth Focal Point

4)

››› Development of national guidelines for sustainable management of wetlands in Zambia. The CEPA

Government FP engaged a consultant to develop the guidelines with financial support from UNDP Zambia

office. The AA and NFP were actively engaged in the process of development. The guidelines will be made

available when they have been approved for implementation by the CEPA Government FP

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

Final_guidelines_for_sustainable_management_of_wetlands_in_Zambia_Dec.docx  - Final validated guidelines for the

sustainable utilization of wetlands in zambia

5)

››› Update of Bangweulu Swamp Ramsar Site Information sheet which has not been updated in the last 15

years. The site has new information offline and is currently being entered on the RSIS

B. What have been the five main challenges in implementing the Convention since

COP14?

1)

››› Lack of funding to support the implementation of the Convention's resolutions such

2)

››› Lack of human capacity to map wetland extent

3)

››› Lack of technology knowhow in wetland inventories

4)

››› Institutional challenges as Zambia's natural resource management is sectoral based however, with the

establishment of the national Ramsar Committee we hope there is synergy

C. Please outline five priorities for implementing the Convention in your country

during the coming triennium (2026-2028)

1)

››› Developing Zambia National Wetland Inventory document and setting it up

2)

››› Updating the ramsar site information sheet for:

1. Lukanga swamps

2. Luangwa floodplains

3. Zambezi floodplains

4. Kafue Flats

3)

››› Conducting biannual waterbird counts and endemic lechwe counts in 3 Ramsar sites:

1. Bangweulu swamps

2. Kafue flats
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3. Busanga Plains

4)

››› Developing a map of potential wetlands in Zambia

5)

››› Assessing the extent of invasive species in two Ramsar sites

1. Kafue Flats

2. Zambezi floodplains

D. Does the Administrative Authority have any recommendations concerning implementation assistance

from the Convention Secretariat?

››› Yes, the AA requires capacity building for the NFP in resource mobilization skills and networks to

complement government budgeting to implement the convention.

E. Does the Administrative Authority have any recommendations concerning implementation assistance

from the Convention’s International Organization Partners (IOPs) (including ongoing partnerships and

partnerships to be developed)?

››› Yes, the IOPs should engage with the NFP whenever they have a project that they are implementing

because Zambia is not aware of some wetland projects implemented by IOPs that are not registered in

Zambia

F. In accordance with paragraph 21 of Resolution XIII.18 on Gender and wetlands, please provide a short

description about the balance between genders participating in wetland-related decisions, programmes

and research.

››› In implementing paragraph 21 of Resolution XIII.18, Zambia has appointed 3 female Ramsar Focal points

(NFP, CEPA Government and CEPA NGO), and 2 male Ramsar focal points (STRP and NYFP) of varying age

class to ensure inclusivity in wetland discussions. The chair of the National Ramsar Committee locally referred

to as Subcommittee on Wetlands is a female Principal Warden from the AA while the co-chair of the

subcommittee is a male Chief Natural Resources Management officer from the CEPA Government focal point

G. On the basis of your indications above, list possible areas where change is necessary for the

achievement of gender equality.

››› None, we strongly believe that gender equality is being observed in appointments

H. Please describe lessons learnt in the context of wetlands and gender equality work in your country.

››› The inclusion of a diverse age class of wetland expertise has enhanced Zambia's ability to implement the

convention

J. If applicable, identify examples of strategies and actions your country is implementing to support youth

participation in the implementation of the Convention’s Strategic Plan or in wetlands management

(Resolution XIV.12 on Strengthening Ramsar connections through youth, paragraph 21).

››› Appointment of the national youth focal point

K. Please list the names of the organizations which have been consulted on or have contributed to the

information provided in this report.

››› Ministry of Tourism

Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources

WWF Zambia

Zambia Environmental Management Agency

International Crane Foundation

African Parks Bangweulu swamps
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Section 3 - all goals: Indicator questions and further

implementation information

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/

upload documents where applicable and relevant.

Section 3 - Goal 1. Addressing the drivers of wetland loss and degradation

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/

upload documents where applicable and relevant. 

[Reference to Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 6, 8, 11, 13, 14, 15]

Target 1

Wetland benefits are featured in national/local policy strategies and plans relating to key sectors such as

water, energy, mining, agriculture, tourism, urban development, infrastructure, industry, forestry,

aquaculture, fisheries at the national and local level. 

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 14]

1.1 Have any actions been taken since COP14 to integrate wetland protection, wise use and restoration, or

wetland benefits, into other national strategies and planning processes, including: {1.1}

Please select only one per square.

a) National policy or

strategy for wetland

management

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☑ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☐ A=Yes

b) Poverty eradication

strategies

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☑ B=No

☐ A=Yes

c) Water resource

management and water

efficiency plans

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

d) Coastal and marine

resource management

plans

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☑ B=No

☐ A=Yes

e) Integrated coastal

zone management plan

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☑ B=No

☐ A=Yes

f) National forest

management

plan/strategies

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

g) National policies or

measures on agriculture

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes
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h) National Biodiversity

Strategy and Action Plans

drawn up under the CBD

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☑ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☐ A=Yes

i) National policies on

energy and mining

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

j) National policies on

tourism

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

k) National policies on

urban development

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

l) National policies on

infrastructure

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

m) National policies on

industry

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

n) National policies on

aquaculture and fisheries

{1.3.3}

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

o) National plans of

actions (NPAs) for

pollution control and

management

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

p) National policies on

wastewater management

and water quality

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

q) National policies,

strategies or plans on

sanitation

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

r) National policies,

strategies or plans on

food security

☐ Y=Not Relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☐ A=Yes

Target 2

Water userespects wetland ecosystem needs for them to fulfil their functions and provide services at the

appropriate scale inter alia at the basin level or along a coastal zone. 
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[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 7, Sustainable Development Goal 6, Indicator 6.3.1]

2.1 Have the Guidelines for allocation and management of water for maintaining the ecological functions of

wetlands and the additional guidance on tools and methodologies been brought to the attention of national

ministries and/or agencies at different levels of territorial organizations (Resolutions VIII.1, VIII.2)? {2.1}

☑ A=Yes

2.2 Have assessments of environmental flow been undertaken in relation to mitigation of impacts on the

ecological character of wetlands? {2.2}

☑ A=Yes

2.3 Have the designation or management of Wetlands of International Importance (“Ramsar Sites”)

improved the sustainable use of water (e.g. reduced drainage, reduced use of pesticides, controlled

pollution etc.) in your country? 

 

☑ C=Partially

2.5 Have projects that promote and demonstrate good practice in water allocation and management for

maintaining the ecological functions of wetlands been developed {2.4}

☑ A=Yes

2.6 Does the country use constructed wetlands/ponds as wastewater treatment technology? {2.8}

☑ B=No

Target 3

Public and private sectors have increased their efforts to apply guidelines and good practices for the wise

use of water and wetlands. 

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 7, 10, 15, 16 and 18]

3.1 Has your country put in place policies, including incentives, guidelines or other instruments  to

encourage the private sector to apply the wise use principle and guidance (Ramsar handbooks for the wise

use of wetlands) in activities and investments related to wetlands? {3.1}

☑ A=Yes

3.2 Has the private sector undertaken any activities or actions for the conservation, wise use, and

management of (a) Ramsar Sites or (b) wetlands in general? {3.2}

Please select only one per square.

a) Ramsar Sites ☐ Y=Not relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes

b) Wetlands in general ☐ Y=Not relevant

☐ X=Unknown

☐ D=Planned

☐ C=Partially

☐ B=No

☑ A=Yes
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Section 4. Optional annex to allow any Contracting Party that has

developed national targets to provide information on those  

Goal 1

Target 1: Wetland benefits

Wetland benefits are featured in national/ local policy strategies and plans relating to key sectors such as

water, energy, mining, agriculture, tourism, urban development, infrastructure, industry, forestry,

aquaculture, fisheries at the national and local level. [Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target

14]

Target 1: Wetland benefits - Priority

 

☑ B=Medium

Target 1: Wetland benefits - Resourcing

☑ C=Limiting

Ramsar National Report to COP15 [Sandra Ponde Imbuwa, Zambia] Page 9 of 10



Ramsar National Report to COP15 [Sandra Ponde Imbuwa, Zambia] Page 10 of 10


