RAMSAR CONVENTION

Ramsar National Report to COP15

Help desk

If you have any questions or problems, please contact Secretariat staff at nationalreports@ramsar.org. Use of this
email address will facilitate a timely response from the Secretariat.

Link to online tutorials on how to access and use the ORS:
https://www.ramsar.org/document/ramsar-online-reporting-system-tutorial
Find previous reports here: https://www.ramsar.org/search

Link to sample National Report Submission Letter: https://www.ramsar.org/document/national-reports-copl5-sample-
letter

Please read the general guidance section before starting to complete the form.
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Section 1: Institutional Information

Important note: The responses below will be considered by the Convention on Wetlands Secretariat as
the definitive list of your focal points. All individuals listed below agree that the submitted information will
be used to update the information in the Secretariat’s contact database and will be published on the public
website here Contacts on website.

Name of Contracting Party

The completed National Report must be accompanied by a letter in the name of the Head of Administrative
Authority, confirming that this is the Contracting Party’s official submission of its COP15 National Report. It can be
attached to this question using the "Manage documents" function (blue symbol below)

Link to sample National Report Submission Letter: https://www.ramsar.org/document/national-reports-copl5-sample-
letter

>>> Austria

You have attached the following documents to this answer.
Confirmation_Letter National Report COP15_Austria.pdf - Confirmation Letter National Report COP15 AUSTRIA

Designated Administrative Authority for the Convention on Wetlands

Name of Administrative Authority
>>> Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management

Head of Administrative Authority - name and title
>>> Dr. Heinz Stiefelmeyer, Head of Division

Mailing address

>>> Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
Directorate 1/6 Flood Risk Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Austria

Telephone
>>> +43 1 71100 607138

Email
>>> heinz.stiefelmeyer@bml.gv.at

Designated National Focal Point for the Convention on Wetlands

Name and title
»»> DI Julia Lorenz

Mailing address

>>> Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
Directorate 1/6 Flood Risk Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Austria

Telephone
>»>>+431 71100 607133

Email
>»> julia.lorenz@bml.gv.at

Designated Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) National Focal Point

Name and title
>>> Univ.Prof. Dr. Stephan Glatzel

Name of organisation
»»> University of Vienna, Department Geography

Mailing address
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>>> University of Vienna
Department Geography
Josef-Holaubeck-Platz 2
1090 Vienna

Austria

Telephone
>>> +43 1 4277 48660

Email
>>> stephan.glatzel@univie.ac.at

Designated Government Communication, Capacity Building, Education, Participation
and Awareness (CEPA)Programme National Focal Point

Name and title
>>> DI Julia Lorenz

Name of organisation
»>>> Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management

Mailing address

>>> Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
Directorate 1/6 Flood Risk Management

Marxergasse 2

1030 Vienna

Austria

Telephone
>>> +43 1 71100 607133

Email
>>> julia.lorenz@bml.gv.at

Designated Non-Governmental Communication, Education, Participation and
Awareness (CEPA) Programme National Focal Point

Name and title
»»> Mag. Birgit Mair-Markart, Head of Naturschutzbund Austria

Name of organisation
»>>> Naturschutzbund Austria / National League for Nature Conservation Austria

Mailing address
>>> Museumsplatz 2
5020 Salzburg
Austria

Telephone
>>> +43 662 642909-12

Email
>>> birgit.mair-markart@naturschutzbund.at
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Section 2: General summary of national implementation progress

and challenges
In your country, in the past triennium (i.e., since COP14 reporting)

A. What have been the five main achievements of the implementation of the
Convention since COP14?

1)
>>> Start of the nationwide LIFE-project AMooRe (Austrian Moor Restoration) for the implementation of the
Peatland Strategy Austria 2030+

2)
>>> Publication of the Floodplain Strategy Austria 2030+

3)
>>> New Ramsar site "Lendspitz Maiernigg"

4)
>>> Update of wetland inventories (peatlands and floodplains)

5)
»>>> Start of the new RRI LIFE WILDisland

B. What have been the five main challenges in implementing the Convention since
COP14?

1)
>>> Federalism and bureaucracy

2)
>>> Personal and financial ressources in National Administrations (Laender) are still insufficient

3)
»>> Conflict of objectives (biodiversity vs. food security) and therefore lack of consent of the landowners

4)
>>> High pressure on land: land consumption, urban sprawl, soil sealing, tourism

5)
»>> Insufficient liability of Ramsar resolutions and still missing transformance into national law

C. Please outline five priorities for implementing the Convention in your country
during the coming triennium (2026-2028)

1)
>>> Raising awareness for ecosystem services of wetlands, espaciallly peatlands, mires and floodplain areas
and (forests and meadows) also in light of climate change and bidodiversity conservation

2)
»»> Better involvement of young people in preparation and decision processes

3)
>>> Protection of remaining wetlands

4)
>>> Improvement of cooperation between Federal Ministry and 9 Laender

5)
>>> Better integration of Ramsar resolutions in Austrian water management, especially flood risk management
and NBS

D. Does the Administrative Authority have any recommendations concerning implementation assistance

from the Convention Secretariat?
>>> No
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E. Does the Administrative Authority have any recommendations concerning implementation assistance
from the Convention’s International Organization Partners (IOPs) (including ongoing partnerships and
partnerships to be developed)?

>>»> I0OPs should aim to support establishment or improvement of national offices in order to transport

important Ramsar Resolutions into the national implementation e.g. BirdLife, WWF should have national

"bureaus" with Ramsar focus. Wetlands International should improve dialouge with CPs

F. In accordance with paragraph 21 of Resolution XIII.18 on Gender and wetlands, please provide a short
description about the balance between genders participating in wetland-related decisions, programmes
and research.

>>> In principle, there is a balanced distribution of women and men in decision making processes, programmes

and scientific projects. The water management sector however is still heavily male-dominated.

G. On the basis of your indications above, list possible areas where change is necessary for the
achievement of gender equality.

>>> Change is necessary in leading positions of agricultural, forestry and water management- related
organizations.

H. Please describe lessons learnt in the context of wetlands and gender equality work in your country.
>>> Decision making processes are running smoother since women are increasingly involved. The professional
discourse was partly overshadowed by personal socio-political attitudes.

I. If possible, please list gender-related policies, strategies and action plans in place relevant to wetlands in

your country.
>> none

J. If applicable, identify examples of strategies and actions your country is implementing to support youth
participation in the implementation of the Convention’s Strategic Plan or in wetlands management
(Resolution XIV.12 on Strengthening Ramsar connections through youth, paragraph 21).

>>> Gen blue programme of the federal ministry of agriculture

ICPDR network for young people

several dialouges and other communication activities at local level

K. Please list the names of the organizations which have been consulted on or have contributed to the
information provided in this report.

>>> Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry Regions and Water management and 9 offices of regional governments

(with responses from 7)
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Section 3 - all goals: Indicator questions and further

implementation information

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/
upload documents where applicable and relevant.

Section 3 - Goal 1. Addressing the drivers of wetland loss and degradation

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/
upload documents where applicable and relevant.

[Reference to Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 6, 8, 11, 13, 14, 15]

Target 1

Wetland benefits are featured in national/local policy strategies and plans relating to key sectors such as
water, energy, mining, agriculture, tourism, urban development, infrastructure, industry, forestry,
aquaculture, fisheries at the national and local level.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 14]

1.1 Have any actions been taken since COP14 to integrate wetland protection, wise use and restoration, or
wetland benefits, into other national strategies and planning processes, including: {1.1}

Please select only one per square.

a) National policy or

O Y=Not Relevant

strategy for wetland O X=Unknown

management O D=Planned
O C=Partially
O B=No
A=Yes

b) Poverty eradication
strategies

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially
B=No

O A=Yes

c) Water resource

O Y=Not Relevant

management and water O X=Unknown

efficiency plans O D=Planned
O C=Partially
O B=No
A=Yes

d) Coastal and marine
resource management
plans

Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

e) Integrated coastal
zone management plan

Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

f) National forest
management
plan/strategies

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

A=Yes

g) National policies or
measures on agriculture

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

A=Yes
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h) National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plans
drawn up under the CBD

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

A=Yes

i) National policies on
energy and mining

O Y=Not Relevant
X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

j) National policies on
tourism

O Y=Not Relevant
X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

k) National policies on
urban development

O Y=Not Relevant
X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

I) National policies on
infrastructure

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned
C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

m) National policies on
industry

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially
B=No

O A=Yes

n) National policies on
aquaculture and fisheries
{1.3.3}

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned
C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

o) National plans of
actions (NPAs) for
pollution control and
management

O Y=Not Relevant
X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

p) National policies on
wastewater management
and water quality

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned
C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

q) National policies,
strategies or plans on
sanitation

O Y=Not Relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially
B=No

O A=Yes

r) National policies,
strategies or plans on
food security

O Y=Not Relevant
X=Unknown

O D=Planned

O C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

Target 2

Water userespects wetland ecosystem needs for them to fulfil their functions and provide services at the

appropriate scale inter alia at the basin level or along a coastal zone.
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[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 7, Sustainable Development Goal 6, Indicator 6.3.1]

2.1 Have the Guidelines for allocation and management of water for maintaining the ecological functions of
wetlands and the additional guidance on tools and methodologies been brought to the attention of national
ministries and/or agencies at different levels of territorial organizations (Resolutions VIII.1, VIII.2)? {2.1}
C=Partially

2.2 Have assessments of environmental flow been undertaken in relation to mitigation of impacts on the
ecological character of wetlands? {2.2}
A=Yes

2.2 Additional Information

>>> greenhouse gas emissions and groundwater level monitoring in some wetlands in Austria by the University
of Vienna (e.g. Ramsar Site Plrgschachener Moor in Styria)

2.3 Have the designation or management of Wetlands of International Importance (“Ramsar Sites”)
improved the sustainable use of water (e.g. reduced drainage, reduced use of pesticides, controlled
pollution etc.) in your country?

C=Partially

2.3 Additional Information
>>> F.i. protection of extensive land use and containment of tourism

2.4 Have the Guidelines for allocation and management of water for maintaining ecological functions of
wetlands (Resolutions VIII.1 and XIl.12 ) been used/applied in decision-making processes? {2.3}

A=Yes

2.4 Additional Information
>>> In Austria it is a basis for our work since many years

2.5 Have projects that promote and demonstrate good practice in water allocation and management for
maintaining the ecological functions of wetlands been developed {2.4}
A=Yes

2.5 Additional Information
>>> many LIFE and INTERREG-projects in Austria

2.6 Does the country use constructed wetlands/ponds as wastewater treatment technology? {2.8}
A=Yes

2.6 Additional Information
>>> yes, occasionally as a last modul in a wastewater treatment

Target 3

Public and private sectors have increased their efforts to apply guidelines and good practices for the wise
use of water and wetlands.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 7, 10, 15, 16 and 18]

3.1 Has your country put in place policies, including incentives, guidelines or other instruments to
encourage the private sector to apply the wise use principle and guidance (Ramsar handbooks for the wise
use of wetlands) in activities and investments related to wetlands? {3.1}

A=Yes

3.1 Additional Information

Please specify if it was applied for policy formulation or in implementation of good practice.

>>> Via Donau, Austrian Hydro Power, VERBUND AHP, mostly in connection with LIFE projects along Danube
River, Managers of the Ramsar site Gussinger fish ponds (funding agreement between the federal state
Burgenland and the Managers), project on sheep grazing

3.2 Has the private sector undertaken any activities or actions for the conservation, wise use, and
management of (a) Ramsar Sites or (b) wetlands in general? {3.2}
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Please select only one per square.

a) Ramsar Sites O Y=Not relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned
C=Partially

O B=No

0O A=Yes

b) Wetlands in general O Y=Not relevant
O X=Unknown

O D=Planned
C=Partially

O B=No

O A=Yes

3.2 Additional information

>>> Especially in Upper Austria:

a) Projects of "Verbund Hydro Power": Riverscape Lower Inn and Blue Belt Danube
b) Releases at Seeleithensee for ground nesting birds

3.3 Have actions been taken to implement incentive measures which encourage the conservation and wise
use of wetlands? {3.3}
A=Yes

3.3 Additional information

Please specify the types of incentive measures (loans, tax breaks, or others).
>>> within elaboration of National Floodplain strategy and National peatland strategy

3.4 Have actions been taken to remove perverse incentive measures which lead to degradation or loss of
wetlands? {3.4}
A=Yes

3.4 Additional Information

Please specify the actions that have been taken to remove perverse incentive measures (e.g. removal of subsidies for
agricultural expansion) and provide the source links or upload the source documents here.
>>> sensitization and awareness raising for farmers, land owners and others

Target 4

Invasive alien species and pathways of introduction and expansion are identified and prioritized, priority
invasive alien species are controlled or eradicated, and management responses are prepared and
implemented to prevent their introduction and establishment.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 6]

4.1 Does your country have a national inventory of invasive alien species that currently or potentially
impact the ecological character of wetlands? {4.1}
A=Yes

4.1 Additional information
>»>»> implementation of the EU regulation 1143/2014

You have attached the following Web links/URLs to this answer.

http://neobiota-austria.at

http://https://maps.tirol.gv.at/synserver?user=guest&project=tmap_master&client=core

http://www.neophyten.net

4.2 Has your country adopted any national policies, strategies, or guidelines on invasive species control
and management that are relevant for wetlands? {4.2}
A=Yes

4.2 Additional information

>»> Fi. upper-austrian invasive alien species law, upper-austrian Management action plan on invasive alien
species, Invasive alien species - Strategy and management plan for Vienna for species on Union lists 1 to 4,
through regional management, hunting of invasive bird species, brochures on invasive alien species, co-
operation in projects, Water status monitoring, Detection and control of an occurrence of the marbled crayfish
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and many more

4.3. Has your country successfully controlled through management actions invasive species of high risk to
wetland ecosystems? {4.3}
E=# species

>>> 20

4.4 Has the effectiveness of wetland invasive alien species control programmes been assessed?{4.5}
X=Unknown

Section 3 - Goal 2. Effectively conserving and managing the Ramsar Site network

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/
upload documents where applicable and relevant.
[Reference to Sustainable Development Goals 6, 11, 13, 14, 15]

Target 5

The ecological character of Ramsar Sites is maintained or restored through effective planning and
integrated management

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 1, 3 and 5]

5.1 Have a national strategy and priorities been established for the further designation of Ramsar Sites,
using the Strategic Framework for the Ramsar List? {5.1}
C=Partially

5.1 Additional information
>>> there is a national list of potential Ramsar Sites under consideration of National Ramsar Committee

5.2 How many Ramsar Sites have a management plan? {5.3}
E=# Sites

> 14

5.3 How many of the Ramsar Sites are actively implementing their management plan? {5.4}
E=# Sites

>» 14

5.4 How many Ramsar Sites are implementing management actions outside of formal management plans?

{5.5}

X=Unknown

5.2 - 5.4 Additional information
>>»> implementing management actions outside of formal management: 6 known, the rest unknown

5.5 Have all Ramsar Sites been assessed regarding the effectiveness of their management (through formal
management plans where they exist or otherwise through existing actions for appropriate wetland
management)? {5.6}

If “yes”, please indicate the number of Ramsar Sites

If “partially”, please indicate the number of Ramsar Sites
If “planned”, please indicate the number of Ramsar Sites
B=No

5.6 How many Ramsar Sites have a cross-sectoral management committee? {5.7}
E=# Sites
»> 3

5.6 Additional information
>>> Ramsar sites: Rheindelta and National Park Upper Austrian Kalkalpen

5.7 For how many Ramsar Sites has an ecological character description been prepared (see Resolution

X.15)7?
X=Unknown
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5.8 Resolution VI.13 urges Parties to give priority to providing the Secretariat with maps and completed
Ramsar Information Sheets (RIS) for all Sites designated for the Ramsar List, and to revise this data at least
every six years. If your country has not updated its RIS as required, describe the challenges in updating
RIS, particularly descriptions of ecological character.

>>»> Insufficient personel ressources

Target 7
Sites that are at risk of change of ecological character have threats addressed {2.6.}.
[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 3, 4 and 10]

7.1 Are mechanisms in place for the Administrative Authority to be informed of negative human-induced
changes or likely changes in the ecological character of Ramsar Sites, pursuant to Article 3.2? {7.1}
A=Yes

7.1 Additional information

If “Yes”, please provide the source links or upload the source documents here describing the mechanisms established
>>> via National Ramsar Committee (meets once a year)

7.2 Have all cases of negative human-induced change or likely change in the ecological character of
Ramsar Sites been reported to the Ramsar Secretariat, pursuant to Article 3.2? {7.2}
B=No

Section 3 - Goal 3. Wisely Using All Wetlands

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/
upload documents where applicable and relevant.
[Reference to Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15]

Target 8

National wetland inventories have been either initiated, completed or updated and disseminated and used
for promoting the conservation and effective management of all wetlands

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 21]

8.1 Does your country have a National Wetland Inventory (NWI)? {8.1}
A=Yes
8.1 Additional information

For example, if “in progress” or “planned”, by when will it be completed?
>>> Mire, floodplain and wetland inventories

8.2 If your country has an NWI, has it been updated in the last decade [2014-2024]? {8.2}
A=Yes

8.2 Additional information
>>> comprehensive Mirelnventory - update in progress
national floodplain forest inventory completed

8.3 How often is the NWI updated?
B=lrregularly = 7 years

8.4 Is wetland inventory data and information publicly available? {8.4}
A=Yes
8.4 Additional information

For example if “partially” or “planned” by when will the data/information be made public?
>>> Mire inventoryready for download,

Floodplain inventory overview available for download

detailed inventory pubication in progress

8.5 Please explain how the NWI data/information is maintained if at all? {8.3}
»>> Federal environment agency is charged with data management

8.6 Based on the information in NWI, if available, please provide the total area in square kilometres (km2)
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for the extent of wetlands (according to the Convention on Wetland’s definition) for the year of available
data and provide the relevant disaggregated information in the box below. This information will also be

used to report on SDG 6, Target 6.6, Indicator 6.6.1, for which the Convention is a co-custodian. {8.6}
E=# km2

»»> floodplains.... 1.000 km2
peatlands .... 800 km2
lakes ....613 km?2

8.7 How has the ecological character of wetlands in your country, overall, changed since COP14 ? {8.5}

Ecological character is the combination of the ecosystem components, processes and benefits/services that
characterize the wetland at a given point in time.
Please select only one per square.

a) Ramsar Sites O P=Status improved
O=No change
O N=Status deteriorated

b) All wetlands in your O P=Status improved
country O=No change
O N=Status deteriorated

8.7 Additional Information

>>> Depending on the site there are also improvements and deteriorations, but overall the status hasn't
changed.

8.8 On a scale of 1-5 rate the change in the ecological character of wetlands in your country, overall, since

last COP

Please select only one per square.

a) Marine/coastal O 5=major improvement
O 4=improvement

O 3=no change

O 2=deterioration

O 1=major deterioration

b) Inland O 5=major improvement
O 4=improvement

3=no change

O 2=deterioration

O 1=major deterioration

c) Human-made O 5=major improvement
O 4=improvement

3=no change

O 2=deterioration

O 1=major deterioration

8.8 Additional Information
>>> marine/coastal not relevant in Austra

8.9 What are your main needs in developing or updating an NWI to suport SDG Indicator 6.6.1 reporting for

tracking global wetland status and trends? Please select below. {8.7}

Ye
s
a) Access to data and
data acquisition
standards
b) Wetland delineation O

methods and approaches

c) Habitat classifications O

d) Standardization in O
data interpretation
methods
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e) Regulatory framework
and governance structure

f) Resources O
g) Relevant skills O
h) Data collection and
mapping

i) Collaboration O
j) Others O

8.10 Please select from the list below the main needs of your country in using NWI results to implement
COP mandates, e.g. conservation and wise use of all wetlands (Resolutions X.2, XIII.12, XIII.I3, XIII.14,
X11.16, XIV.17 and Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)) to achieve sustainable development.

Ye
s
a) Resources O
b) Relevant skills O
c) Data systems and O
management
d) Application of NWI O

information for decision
making (climate,
biodiversity and sectoral
planning/reporting)

e) Regulatory framework
and governance structure

f) Data interpretation and | O
communication

g) Collaboration
h) Others O
Target 9

The wise use of wetlands is strengthened through integrated resource management at the appropriate
scale, inter alia, within a river basin or along a coastal zone {1.3.}.
[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 1, 9, 10 and 15].

9.1 Is a national wetland policy (or equivalent instrument) that promotes the wise use of wetlands in place?

{9.1}
A=Yes

9.1 Additional information
>>> National wetland and biodiversity strategies (peatlands, floodplains)

9.2 Since COP14 have any amendments to existing legislation or policies been made to reflect
commitments under the Convention on Wetlands? {9.2}
A=Yes

9.2 Additional information
>>> But only 1 amendment of the nature protection law of Vorarlberg

9.3 Do your country’s water governance and management systems recognize wetlands as natural water
infrastructure integral to water resource management at the scale of river basins? {9.3}
A=Yes

9.3 Additional information
>»> flood risk management includes wetland areas in its politics
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9.4 Have communication, capacity building, education, participation and awareness (CEPA) expertise and
tools been incorporated into catchment/river basin planning and management (see Resolution X.19)?
{9.4}

A=Yes

9.4 Additional information
>>> within national floodplain and peatland strategies

9.5 Has your country established policies or guidelines for enhancing the role of wetlands in mitigating or
adapting to climate change? {9.5}
C=Partially

9.6 Has your country included wetland actions in Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and other
related national policies on climate change mitigation and adaptation?
A=Yes

9.6 Additional Information
>>> for peatlands

9.7 Has your country formulated policies, plans or projects to sustain and enhance the role of wetlands in
supporting and maintaining viable farming systems? {9.6}
A=Yes

9.7 Additional information

>>> National implementation of the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP),
pilot actions in "paludicultur",

adjustable weirs,

National forest strategy

9.8 Has research to inform wetland policies and plans been undertaken in your country on: {9.7}
Please select only one per square.

a) agriculture-wetland O C=Planned

interactions O B=No
A=Yes

b) climate change O C=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

c) valuation of ecoystem O C=Planned
services O B=No
A=Yes

9.9 Has your country made efforts to conserve and wisely use urban and peri-urban wetlands in line with
Resolutions X1.11 and XIV.10? {9.8}
A=Yes

9.9 Additional information
>>> Through land purchase, designations as nature conservation areas and other measures or under legal
protection anyway.

9.10 Has your country made efforts to conserve small wetlands in line with Resolution XIII.21 and XIlI.15?
{9.9}
A=Yes

9.10 Additional information
>>> Designations as nature conservation areas and conservation projects in small wetlands

Target 10

The traditional knowledge innovations and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities relevant
for the wise use of wetlands and their customary use of wetland resources, are documented, respected,
subject to national legislation and relevant international obligations and fully integrated and reflected in
the implementation of the Convention with a full and effective participation of indigenous and local
communities at all relevant levels.
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[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 22]

10.1 Do you have national legislation or equivalent on indigenous and local communities at all relevant
levels in wetland management, and/or Site management?
C1l= Partially

10.1 Additional Information
»»> Local communities have to be involved according to Austrian Environment Impact Assessment legislation in
certain wetland projects.

10.2 If the answer to question 10.1 is “yes”, have the guiding principles for considering the cultural values
of wetlands including traditional knowledge for the effective management of Sites (Resolution VIII.19) been
used?

X=Unknown

10.3 Have case studies on the participation of indigenous people in projects or successful experiences on
cultural aspects of wetlands been compiled? (Resolutions VIII.19 and 1X.21) {10.1}
B=No

10.4 Have the guidelines for establishing and strengthening local communities” and indigenous people’s
participation in the management of wetlands been applied? (Resolution VII. 8) {10.2}
B=No

10.5 Have traditional knowledge and management practices relevant to the wise use of wetlands been
documented and their application encouraged {10.3}
A=Yes

10.5 Additional information
>>> extensive use of litter meadows and management of reed (f.i. Ramsar sites Rheindelta and Neusiedler See-
Seewinkel) are constantly promoted

Target 11
Wetland functions, services and benefits are widely demonstrated, documented and disseminated. {1.4.}
[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 11, 12 and 13]

11.1 Has an assessment been made of the ecosystem benefits/services provided by Ramsar Sites and
other wetlands? {11.1}
Cl=Partially

11.1 Additional information

If “yes” or “partially”, please indicate how many Ramsar Sites and their names
>»>»> assessment been made of the ecosystem benefits/services provided by Austrian National Floodplain
Strategy and Austrian National Peatland strategy

You have attached the following Web links/URLs to this answer.

Methodenentwicklung zur Evaluierung von RestaurationsmaBnahmen mittels kultureller (")kosystemleistungen -
ResCules

11.2 Since COP14, have wetland programmes or projects that contribute to food and water security and
hence poverty alleviation been implemented? {11.2}
B=No

11.3 Since COP14 have wetland programmes or projects that contribute to other benefits for human well-
being been implemented?
A=Yes

11.3 Additional Information
>>> Fi. Visitor guidance in Vienna and Burgenland, restoration of water bodies at Unterer Inn, Waldviertler
Teiche, Moore und FluBlandschaften, Neusiedler See Seewinkel

11.4 Have socio-economic values of wetlands been included in the management planning for Ramsar Sites

and other wetlands? {11.3}
A=Yes

11.4 Additional information
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If “yes” or “partially”, please indicate, if known, how many Ramsar Sites and their names
>>> Neusiedler See - Seewinkel, Waldviertler Teiche, Moore und Flusslandschaften, Nationalpark O6. Kalkalpen,
Untere Lobau

11.5 Have cultural values of wetlands been included in the management planning for Ramsar Sites and
other wetlands in general? {11.4}
A=Yes

Target 12

Restoration is in progress in degraded wetlands, with priority to wetlands that are relevant for biodiversity
conservation, disaster risk reduction, livelihoods and/or climate change mitigation and adaptation.
[Reference Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 2, 8 and 11]

12.1 Have national wetland restoration targets been established?
A=Yes

12.1 Additional Information
>>> Floodplain strategy; amongst others: restoration of 5.000 ha until 2030
Peatland Strategy restoration of 5.000 ha until 2030

12.2 Have priority sites for wetland restoration been identified? {12.1}
A=Yes

12.2 Additional information

If “yes”, please provide a list of sites, specifying wetland types
>>> proposed in a Study by Austrian environment agency 2021, especially for wetlands relevant for climate
protection and climate change adaptation (peatlands, floodplains)

12.3 Since COP14 have wetland restoration/rehabilitation programmes, plans or projects been
implemented? {12.2}
A=Yes

12.3 If applicable provide information on the extent of restored wetland area and types since last COP, in
square kilometres

Restoration planned m2 or Under Total

km2 restoration Restored
Marine/Coastal not relevant not relevant not relevant
Inland unknown unknown unknown
Human-made unknown unknown unknown

12.4 Have the Guidelines for Global Action on Peatlands (Resolution VIII.1) and Resolution XIl.11 on
Peatlands, climate change and wise use: Implications for the Ramsar Convention been implemented?
{12.3}

A=Yes

12.4 Additional Information

If “yes” or “partially”, please indicate the progress in implementation
>>»> in several national and transboundary peatland restoration projecs, mostly co-financed by EU (e.g.
INTERREG), in the national CAP programme

Target 13

Enhanced sustainability of key sectors such as water, energy, mining, agriculture, tourism, urban
development, infrastructure, industry, forestry, aquaculture and fisheries when they affect wetlands,
contributing to biodiversity conservation and human livelihoods.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Targets 10 and 14]

13.1 Have actions been taken to enhance sustainability of wetlands when they are affected by key sectors
including
Please select only one per square.
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a) Energy O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

b) Mining O D=Planned
B=No
O A=Yes

c) Agriculture O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

d) Tourism O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

e) Urban development O D=Planned
B=No
0O A=Yes

f) Infrastructure O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

g) Industry O D=Planned
B=No
O A=Yes

h) Forestry O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

i) Aquaculture O D=Planned
B=No
O A=Yes

j) Fisheries O D=Planned
O B=No
A=Yes

13.1 Additional Information
>>> Management Plans and legal proceedings

13.2 Are Strategic Environmental Assessment practices applied when reviewing policies, programmes and
plans that may impact wetlands? {13.1}
A=Yes

13.3 Is there a legal requirement in your country to conduct environmental impact assessments for
development projects (such as new buildings, new roads, extractive industry) from key sectors (e.g., water,
energy, mining and agriculture) that may impact wetlands? {13.2}

A=Yes

13.3 Additional information
>»> Env. Impact Assessment law

Section 3 - Goal 4. Enhancing implementation

In responding to each of these questions, Contracting Parties are encouraged to provide links, references/
upload documents where applicable and relevant.

[Reference to Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17]

Target 15
Ramsar Regional Initiatives with the active involvement and support of the Parties in each region are
reinforced and developed into effective tools to assist in the full implementation of the Convention.

15.1 Has your country been part of the development and implementation of a Ramsar Regional Initiative??

{15.1}
1 A=Yes

15.1 Additional information

If “yes”, please list the Ramsar Regional Initiatives in which your country is actively involved.
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>>> WILDisland Ramsar Regional Initiative

15.2 Has your country supported or participated in the development of other regional (i.e., covering more

than one country) wetland training and research centres? {15.2}

B=No

Target 16

Wetlands conservation and wise use are mainstreamed through communication, capacity development,

education, participation and awareness.
[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 21].

16.1 Has an action plan (or plans) for wetland CEPA been established? {16.1}

Even if no CEPA plans have been developed, if broad CEPA objectives for CEPA actions have been established, please

indicate this in the Additional information section below

Please select only one per square.

a) At the national level

O D=Planned

O C=In Progress
O B=No

A=Yes

b) Sub-national level

O D=Planned

O C=In Progress
B=No

O A=Yes

c) Catchment/basin level

O D=Planned

O C=In Progress
O B=No

A=Yes

d) Local/site level

O D=Planned

O C=In Progress
O B=No

A=Yes

16.1 Additional information

If “yes” or “in progress” to one or more of the four categories above
>>> ICPDR (International Commission for the Protection of danube River), Danube Day in 10 countries in the

Danube river basin.

16.2 How many centres (visitor centres, interpretation centres, education centres) that focus on wetlands
have been established? {16.2}

a) at Ramsar Sites
G=More than #

»> 5

b) at other wetlands
X=Unknown

16.2 Additional information

>»> F.i. Ramsar center UnterWasserReich Schrems in Lower Austria

16.3 Does the Contracting Party {16.3}

Please select only one per square.

management?

a) ensure stakeholder O D=Planned
participation in decision- O C=Partially
making on wetland O B=No
planning and A=Yes
management

b) specifically involve O D=Planned
local stakeholders in the O C=Partially
selection of new Ramsar O B=No
Sites and in Ramsar Site A=Yes
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16.3 Additional information
>>»> Fi. through involvement in site management, information events and dialogues, involvement of mayors

16.4 Do you have an operational cross-sectoral national Ramsar/wetlands committee? {16.4}
A=Yes

16.4 Additional information
>>»> since 1992, meeting at least annually

16.5 Do you have an operational cross-sectoral body equivalent to a national Ramsar/wetlands committee?

{16.5}
A=Yes

16.5 Additional information
>>> Steering Groups and working groups for implementation of Austrian peatland strategy and floodplain
strategy

16.6 Are other communication mechanisms (apart from a national committee) in place to share the
Convention’s implementation guidelines and other information between the Administrative Authority and:
{16.6}

Please select only one per square.

a) Ramsar Site managers | O D=Planned
O C=Partially
B=No
0O A=Yes
b) other MEA national O D=Planned
focal points C=Partially
O B=No
O A=Yes
c) other ministries, O D=Planned
departments and O C=Partially
agencies O B=No
A=Yes

16.7 Has your country organized any Convention on Wetlands-branded World Wetlands Day events,
whether led by government or NGOs, since COP14? {16.7}
A=Yes

16.7 Additional information
>>> Ramsar hiking event in Styria and several actions in Vienna in co-operation with the forest school and the
national park visitor center

16.8 Did your country undertake any campaigns, programmes or projects to raise awareness about the
importance of wetlands to people and wildlife during the World Wetlands Days since COP14? {16.8}
A=Yes

16.8 Additional information

>>> There is a lot of awareness raising through activities by Austrian League for Nature Conservation
("Naturschutzbund"), mostly supported by the Ministry, and WWF Austria. Also in Vienna serval actions are
taking place taking into account topics relevant to wetlands

16.9 Has information about your country’s wetlands and/or Ramsar Sites and their status been made
public (e.g., through publications or a website)? {18.5}
A=Yes

16.9 Additional Information
>>> on the website of the ministry, and on the websites of Austrian Federal Environment Agenciy
You have attached the following Web links/URLs to this answer.

Austrian Nature League of Nature Conservation
Website of Env. and Climate ministry
Ramsar website of Agri and Forest Ministry
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Target 17

Financial and other resources for effectively implementing the Convention’s fourth Strategic Plan 2016 -
2024 from all sources are made available.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 19]

17.1 [For Contracting Parties with a development assistance agency (“donor countries”)] Since COP14, has
the agency provided funding to support wetland conservation and management efforts in other countries?

{17.3}
1 A=Yes

17.1 Additional information
>>> 5 projects

You have attached the following Web links/URLs to this answer.

ENHANCING THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR SUSTAINABLE AND EQUITABLE WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT IN

THE VOLTA RIVER BASIN - The project will help to realize the long-term vision for the Volta River basin of a basin shared
by partners driven by good will and a spirit of cooperation, managing water resources in a rational and sustainable
manner for their overall socioeconomic development by strengthening the institutional capacity of the Volta Basin
Authority (VBA).

EU4RIVERS / EU FOR WATER - The project specifically aims to increase Albania’s approximation with the EU water
acquis. The overall objective of the project is to enhance the implementation of the National Water Reform and the
progress of Albania towards meeting EU water legislation requirements - resulting in increased capacities for managing
the sector in line with EU policies.

GENDER-RESPONSIVE ECONOMIC ENHANCEMENT & NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS RESILIENCE (GREENER) PROJECT - The
project aims to increase social and ecological resilience to climate vulnerability in the Albertine Rift region of Uganda,
through incorporating climate mitigation and adaptation response strategies into local practices.

ENHANCING CLIMATE RESILIENCE IN THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE "PRUTUL DE |OS" (LOWER PRUT) - The intended Impact
of the project: The Natural Protected Area Biosphere reserve “Prutul de Jos” is managed sustainably taking into account
climate change impacts and delivers ecosystem services for local communities. The project's expected outcome is:
Climate resilience of the Natural Protected Area Biosphere reserve “Prutul de Jos” is enhanced and communities and
local authorities have increased their capacities for climate change adaptation.

RESTORATION OF WETLANDS AND ASSOCIATED CATCHMENTS IN EASTERN UGANDA - Support the Government of
Uganda to restore wetlands and associated catchments by promoting catchment based integrated, equitable and
sustainable management of water and related resources.

17.3 [For Contracting Parties that have received development assistance since COP14] Has your country
received financial support specifically for national wetland conservation and management: {17.5}
Please select only one per square.

a) from development O Z=Not applicable
assistance agencies of O B=No
another country? O A=Yes
b) from non-national or [0 Z=Not applicable
multilateral development | O B=No
assistance agencies? O A=Yes

17.4 Has any financial support from the national budget been provided by your country to facilitate the
implementation of the Convention on Wetlands? {17.6}
A=Yes

17.4 Additional information

If “yes” please state the amounts, and for which activities.
>>> at national and sub-national level

Target 18
International cooperation is strengthened at all levels

18.1 Are the national focal points of other MEAs invited to participate in the national Ramsar /wetland
committee? {18.1}
D=Planned

18.2 Are mechanisms in place at the national level for collaboration between the Convention on Wetland’s
Administrative Authority and the focal points of UN and other global and regional bodies and agencies (e.g.
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UNEP, UNDP, WHO, FAO, UNECE, ITTO)? {18.2}
B=No

18.3 Has your country received assistance from any of the following UN or other global and regional bodies
and agencies in implementing the Convention on Wetlands since COP14? {18.3}

a) UNEP O
b) FAO O
c) UNECE O
d) UNFCCC O
e) Global Environment O
Facility

f) UNDP O
g) UNESCO
h) World Health O

Organization

i) World Meteorological O
Organization

j)ITTO O

k) The Convention’s IOPs

18.3 Additional information

For example describe the support and indicate the amount of funding.
>>> nomination of the 5-country biosphere reserve "Mura-Drava-Danube"

18.4 Has your country established international network(s), such as twinning arrangements, to facilitate
knowledge sharing and training related to wetlands that share common features? {18.4}
A=Yes

18.4 Additional information
>>> Fi. Trilateral Ramsar platform for the trilateral Ramsar site Morava-Dyje-Danube

18.5 Have all transboundary wetland systems been identified? {18.6}
A=Yes

18.5 Additional information
>>> Austria has a number of transboundary river systems / commissions and some transboundary peatlands as
well (f.i. Ramsar Site "Bayrische Wildalm - Wildalmfilz")

18.6 Is effective cooperative management in place for shared wetland systems (for example, in shared
river basins and coastal zones)? {18.7}
A=Yes

18.7 Does your country participate in regional networks or initiatives for wetland-dependent migratory
species? {18.8}
A=Yes

18.7 Additional information

If “yes”, please list which regional networks or initiatives
>>> Austria has joined AEWA Agreement

Target 19

Capacity building for implementation of the Convention and its 4th Strategic Plan 2016 - 2024 is
enhanced.

[Reference to Global Biodiversity Framework Target 20]
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19.1 Has your country conducted any national needs assessment since COP14 to inform capacity building
planning to implement the Convention’s Strategic Plan? {19.1}
B=No

19.2 Does your country or institution implement capacity development strategies or actions for the
Convention’s Strategic Plan?
B=No

19.3 Are wetland conservation and wise-use issues included in formal education programmes (Resolution
XIV.11)? {19.2}
D=Planned

19.4 How many training events for wetland site managers have occurred since COP14? {19.3}
a) at Ramsar Sites
G=More than #

> 5

b) at other wetlands
G=More than #

»> 5

19.4 Additional information
>>> especially in Vienna and Vorarlberg

19.5 Have you (AA) used your previous National Reports in monitoring implementation of the Convention?

{19.4}
B=No
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