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Report of the STRP

• Document 19. STRP Chair report.

• https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2024-

03/sc63_19_strp_chair_e.pdf

Technical proposal for Waterbird population estimates

• Document 20. STRP Chair report.

• https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/fils/2024-

03/SC63_20_waterbird_population_estimates_e.pdf

Submission to AHTEG on K-M GBF Indicators

• Information paper.

• https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2024-

03/SC63_Inf_3_ahteg_submission_e.pdf

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/sc63_19_strp_chair_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/fils/2024-03/SC63_20_waterbird_population_estimates_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/SC63_Inf_3_ahteg_submission_e.pdf


STRP Chair 

Report

Agenda Item 19



STRP 26
(February 2024)

• 97 participants, including STRP members, STRP 

observer organisations, IOP representatives, 

Contracting Party representatives, and invited experts.

• Working sessions on high priority tasks to progress 

the STRP Workplan 2023-2025

• Plenary discussion on: 5th Strategic Plan; Ramsar 

wetland classification; Emerging Issues

STRP report @ https://www.ramsar.org/document/report-

decisions-26th-meeting-scientific-technical-review-panel

https://www.ramsar.org/document/report-decisions-26th-meeting-scientific-technical-review-panel


STRP outputs

Task 5.2



Decision 

SC62-50

Wetland 

classification

• Requested STRP “to discuss the application of the 

Ramsar Classification System at STRP26 and to report 

back to SC63, including, if required, the outline of a 

proposed approach for a technical review” (Decision 

SC62-50).

STRP recommends

• a two-phase review of the Ramsar wetland classification 

system as a high priority STRP task, predominantly 

implemented in the 2026-2028 triennium

• an initial assessment (phase 1) to determine whether a 

comprehensive assessment is necessary (phase 2) 

Refer to Annex 1 (Doc.19)



Emerging 

Issues

Refer to Annex 2 (Doc. 19)

Emerging issues for STRP 2026-2028 (draft list)

1. Promote tools for wetland mapping and inventory.

2. Adequate reporting on the ecological character of 

Wetlands of International Importance in the RIS.

3. An assessment of transformative change assessment for 

wetland conservation and wise use.

4. Increasing frequency of harmful algal blooms.

5. Improved global reporting: Synergies on development of 

indicators and methods Source.

6. Advances in nature-based solutions to address climate 

change.

7. Plastic pollution in wetlands and effects on wetland 

species.

• Comments requested from Contracting Parties and IOPs



STRP 

Recommendations 

for SC63

Recommendations for SC63.  Refer to paragraph 49 of 

STRP Chair’s Report (Doc. 19)

a. Note the STRP comments relating to the 5th Strategic Plan.

b. Consider and endorse the proposal for a two-phase review of the 

Ramsar Classification System for Wetland Type.

c. Consider and endorse the Technical Proposal on resourcing and 

implementing Waterbird Population Estimates. (Agenda Item 20)

d. Consider the emerging issues detailed in Annex 2

e. Note the STRP proposes updating guidance for applying 

Criterion 9 in a draft resolution. Annex 3.

f. Note the STRP proposes updating guidance for applying 

Criterion 6 in a draft resolution. Annex 4.



STRP 

Recommendations 

for SC63

Refer to paragraph 49 of STRP Chair’s Report (Doc. 19)

g. Acknowledge the outputs of STRP Task 5.2 relating to wetlands 

and the KM-GBF

h. Request the STRP organize a consultation with the earth 

observation community to foster dialogue, knowledge exchange 

and guidance for earth observation.

i. Note the importance of global reporting on wetland extent and 

degradation and support a request from the STRP to the Secretariat 

to further streamline reporting requirements between UNEP and 

the Convention on Wetlands.



Waterbird 

population 

estimates

Agenda Item 20



Waterbird 

population 

estimates

STRP Task 1.1c

Paragraph 16 of Resolution XIV.18 requested:

• the STRP to develop a technical proposal to enable the 

resourcing and implementation of future timely and 

comprehensive Waterbird Population Estimates updates in 

consultation with Contracting Parties, relevant flyway 

agreements and partnerships, Wetlands International and 

interested entities, including an outline of funding 

implications, to be presented to SC63. 

• ahead of a draft resolution for the next meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties, concerning the arrangements 

for future regular updates of the Waterbird Populations 

Portal;



Refer to Annex 5 (Doc.19) and Doc.20

• The technical proposal highlights the urgent need to 

update waterbird population data to support the 

Convention’s objectives

• Some data is 35 years old, and many flyways have 

incomplete data

• Proposal to deliver the 6th edition of the Waterbird 

Population Estimates by 2027 as a priority (WPE 2027)

• Dependent on resource mobilisation

Waterbird 

population 

estimates

STRP Task 1.1c



• Also, recommend development of an international 

Waterbird Estimates Partnership to guide future updates 

of waterbird population assessments

• Financial implications for WPE 2027 and Waterbird 

Estimates Partnership are presented

SC63 requested to

• Endorse the technical proposal for WPE updates

• Consider the resource mobilization implications to deliver 

WPE2027

• Support approach to develop a Waterbird Partnership 

Proposal (draft resolution submitted to SC64)

Waterbird 

population 

estimates

STRP Task 1.1c



Many thanks



TWA1: Wetlands of International Importance, development of 

the Site network and application of criteria (Lead: Lammert Hilarides)

TWA2: Tools for wetland assessment, mapping and monitoring, and 

development of inventories (Lead: Laurent Durieux)

*Task 1.1: Further guidance on application of criteria for designating Wetlands of International Importance
• Task 1.1. (a)Guidance on application of Ramsar Criterion 9 for the designation of Wetlands of International Importance [SC63 Report]

• Task 1.1. (b) Guidance to facilitate application of Criterion 6 [SC63 Report]

• Task 1.1. (c) Technical proposal for resourcing and implementation of Waterbird Population Estimate updates. [Proposal]

*Task 1.2: Global assessment of gaps in the network of Wetlands of International Importance, and synergies with global 

climate and biodiversity goals [Briefing Note]

*Task 2.1: Wetland mapping and inventories to catalyse greater use of available methodologies for wetland carbon 

assessments [Technical Report]

*Task 2.2: Prepare guidance on inventories and monitoring of small wetlands, and their multiple values for biodiversity 

conservation, especially in the contexts of landscape management and climate change [Policy Brief]



TWA3: Direct and climate-change-related pressures on wetlands, their 

impacts, and responses (Leads: Siobhan Fennessy; Anne van Dam)

*Task 3.1: Climate change and wetlands – updated information on the current and projected impacts 

of climate change on the world’s wetlands, and responses [Briefing Note]

*Task 3.2: Blue carbon guidance, data and models, and support for integration of blue carbon in 

climate change planning frameworks [Briefing Note; Technical Report]

• Task 3.2. (a)Development of guidance on prioritizing coastal blue carbon ecosystems for conservation and restoration.

• Task 3.2. (b)Compiling and reviewing data and models on carbon stock and fluxes

*Task 3.3: Agriculture and wetlands: maintaining and restoring the ecological character of wetlands 

in agricultural settings [Technical Report; Policy Brief]



TWA4: Wise use, sustainable management, and restoration of wetlands 

in the wider landscape/seascape (Lead: Ritesh Kumar)

TWA5: Cross-cutting issues, supporting functions, and synergies with 

other MEAs (Leads: Hugh Robertson; Sevvandi Jayakody)

*Task 4.1: OECMs as an opportunity in promoting wetland conservation and wise use [Briefing Note]

*Task 4.3: Integrating wetland protection, conservation, restoration, sustainable use and 

management into national sustainable development strategies [Briefing Note]

*Task 5.1: Financial costs of wetland loss and degradation, and investment required to maintain and restore 

wetlands [GWO 2025]

*Task 5.2: Guidance on K-M Global Biodiversity Framework [Technical Report]

*Task 5.3: Develop an approach to deliver future Global Wetland Outlooks (GWOs) [SC64 Report]

*Task 5.4. Review of policy and legal frameworks for wetland conservation and wise use [Scoping report]


