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Rockström (2009): 
“business as usual” is 
not an option 

Rockström & Raworth 
(2013):  joined up 
social and 
environmental 
solutions needed 

Already over planetary boundaries 



Universal action:  
Sustainable Development Goals 



But, natural capital is the bottom line 



 

? 



SDGs will depend on improved wetland 
status – because of the link with water 



Conservaton, restoration and sustainable 
use of wetlands 



Reversing land degradation, desertification, 
floods and droughts 



Sustainability of Water for All 



Resilience and equity in food production 
systems 



Reducing impacts of water-related 
disasters and making cities & settlements 
safe & resilient 



SDGs best chance to mainstream 
wetlands in development 



Stimulate landscape scale investments in 
wetlands as natural infrastructure; 
connecting across sectors 



But..... 
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Summary based on analysis together with by Chris Dickens, IMWI 

Wetlands, Ramsar Strategy & SDGs  
: some recognition, many gaps 



II don’t see any 
boxes! 

Connecting sectors for integrated approach 



Ramsar Convention network has body of knowledge & 
experience as well as political access:  
 
Coordinated lobby on SDG texts prior to the summit – 
addressing the gaps in targets and indicators on wetlands 
Press for financing systems that intertwine investments 
for environment with development 
Catalyse action for wetlands linked to SDGs globally, 
regionally and nationally  through partnerships, dialogue 
and capacity building; use of Ramsar guidance 

 

What’s needed to make a big step? 
A unique opportunity to raise the profile of wetlands 



Could the SDGs help save wetlands? 
It’s up to us.... 



Muchas gracias! 

Visit Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries  12 
17 March 2014 
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