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World Wetlands Day Celebrated
in Monrovia and Rohertsport

By Yurfee B. Shaikalee

he Environmental
Pratection Agency
A). Society for the

mczvn:_.____s_._ of Nature of
in (SCNL) and Formers

Iranian City o Ramsar.
WWD was {irst celebrated
in 1977. Each year,
government agencies,- non-
governmental organizations
and group of citizens at oll
levels take advaniage of the
apportunity to undertake
actions aimed at raising public
awareness of wetlands valiics

Supt. Khasu & Mayor Frances

abserved World  Wetlands
Day (WWI2) on Monday i
Monrovie and Tuesday in
ispart, Grand Cape
Maount County on February 2 -
3, 2009, The celehration
coincided with the

and benetits in general und the
Ramsar Convention in
particular, The theme of this
year celebration is 'River
basgin and their management’
and it Has the slogan,
‘Upstream, Downsiream-
Sm,_nhnunn.—:oﬂ?nin__.

EPA and local partners
celebrated the event im
Monrovia und Robertsport with
focus on the Mesurndo and

Catherine Watson Khasu,

welcomed the local NGOs
and 3@!_5& her n..rﬁE 1o

jointhecl:

Lake Piso. After the radio
program. they led the teams
araund the shores of the

Lake Piso Wetlands i v

respectively, In Monrovia, the
program commenced with &
march from the: YMCA
Building-to Providence island
where an indoor program wus

* held,

The Keynote speaker, Dr
Lawrence Broplch, Minister of
Information Cultire and
Tourism, at the program on
Providenee lsland
seknowledped the need for
Government to conserve and
protect the wetlands throughout
Liberia. The keynote speaker
also informed the audience of
the government cffort to
renovate the Providence Island
back to its pre-war status:
“There 'is moncy for the
renovation work and it's not just
another talk.” The keynote
speaker said.

The program exiended the
following disy Tuesday to
Robertsport City with SCNL,
FACE, EPA, FDA and AACCI
leading the cleaning campaign
ulong Lake Piso

.ﬂ._ﬁg.._ﬂna_nugn.a of Grand.

s Y P

Exceitive Dircetofs of
SCNL & FACE Mr. Flomo I3,
Mulbah und’ Mr. ‘Richard
Sambolah  respectively
infirmed. the public on the
local Radio Piso nbout the
Mamsar, Capvention_and the

beaches and Lake Piso banks

_“_E_.___“._..maﬁ_a the lake

10 et an example for the
community.

The clean-up cxercise
included the posting of
billboarids along the beach and

_the lake with various

messages that highlighied the

Lake Piso.

The campaign ensded
successiully with the
Superintendent supgesting 4

one-day cleaning in the last
Saturday o every month,
‘This reporter really wishes
that. Grand Cupe Mount
could become @ model for
gleanliness in Liberia
because. e was breathless

——



Report of the Wetlands Day Celebration

The Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia (EPA) in collaboration with its
local and International partners celebrated the World Wetlands Day in Monrovia
and Lake Piso Wetland in Grand Cape Mount County from the 2-3 February 20009.
The theme of the celebration was “River Basins and Their Management” and it
carried the slogan Upstream, Downstream- Wetlands connect us all’.

Introduction

The program brought together representatives from Government Ministries and
Agencies, International and local NGOs, University and High School students, and
others. It began with a march from the YMCA building on Crown Hill, Broad Street
to the Providence Island. The Providence Island is a very sacred site in the history
of the Republic of Liberia. It is where the first settlers arrived in Liberia and
interacted with the indigenous .Fortunately, it falls within one of our largest
wetlands, the Mesurado Wetlands. The Island lies at the mouth of the Mesurado
River where early settlers to Liberia first settled between 1820 and 1822. At the
Providence Island, an indoor program was held. The Minister of Information
Culture and Tourism, Hon Lawrence Kunmlah Bropleh, the Assistant Minister
graced the program for Tourism, Ms. Scholarstica Doe, and the Acting Executive
Director of the Environmental Protection Agency, Mr. Jerome Nyenka and others
graced the occasion.. The program was concluded with some awareness activities
at Lake Piso in Grand Cape Mount County on February 3.

Activities in Monrovia

Activities in Monrovia included wetland parade, and an indoor program, which
consisted of wetland messages, speeches, quizzing competition etc.

In Dr. Bropleh’s speech, he stressed that “We need to find a way to develop more
effective and even creative management strategies, and thus allow appropriate
authorities to help focus our energy and conserve our river basin to ensure the
maintenance of their ecological approaches, within the context of sustainable
development.”



The Secretary General message was read and there was a quizzing competition
among high school students from about four different schools. The competition
helped to enlighten the participants and improve their knowledge on what
wetlands is about.

The press took advantage of the occasion and there were radio broadcast on
some radio stations, which highlighted the Minister’s speech and the remark
given by the Acting Executive Director of the Environmental Protection Agency.
The National Wetland Focal Point was also interviewed to inform the public about
the importance of wetlands

Grand Cape Mount Activities

Around the Lake Piso area in Grand Cape Mount, there was a talk show on the
Radio Piso about the need to conserve and protect the wetlands and on the
Ramsar Convention, there was also some clean up exercise including the posting
of billboards along the beach and the lake with various messages that highlighted
the importance of the beach. Due to this, a proclamation has been made for
cleaning up to be done on the last Saturday of each month in the area.



