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Gabon: 

Reports of World Wetlands Day activities, 2009 

By Célestine Mengue, WWF-Central Africa  

 

The World Wetlands Day 2009 was celebrated by newspaper’s articles and a conference 

took place at the University Omar Bongo Ondimba (UOB). This discussion panel was 

organized by the Association Eau-Claire and an Environmental Club of the National Institute 

of Management Sciences, with the technical and financial support from many partners 

including CARPE programme, WWF, FAO, UNESCO, WHO and AFD. 

Many students, professors and researchers from the University, donors and government 

representatives, local and international NGOs attended the conference. Compared with the 

global theme " Upstream-Downstream: Wetlands connect us all’, guest speakers for the 

event focused their speeches on the potential of Gabon in wetlands. Dr. Mounganga 

Magloire, a researcher at UOB, made a presentation of the results of studies conducted 

during the project of designing the Ogooué Basin as a Ramsar site. He recalled all the issues 

associated with these fragile environments such as wetlands 

 WWF-Gabon strongly supported this event with the communication of Dr Célestine Mengue, 

WWF-Gabon programme Officer, whose presentation focused on the problem of wetlands 

and extractives industries, including the impacts of mining development on wetland 

ecosystems.  

In terms of information dissemination during this World Wetlands Day, two newspaper 

articles were published in the national newspaper “L’UNION”. The objective was to increase 

awareness on the importance of wetlands on ecological boany, zoology, limnology and 

hydrology perspectives. Some pictures of this event are presented below. 
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Pictures from Conference within the University Omar Bongo (Source: Eau-Claire) 
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Article on the Conference published in the newspaper l’Union  

 


