Second Pan Cyprian Celebration of the
World Wetlands Day

Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education
Saint Nicolaos Akrotiri
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Cyprus, along with many other countries (150) around the world, which are
signatories to the Ramsar Convention, celebrated the World Wetlands Day, February
2", with events aiming in raising public awareness for the many and important
functions of wetlands, not only for the conservation of their ecological balance but also
for the resources which they provide supporting the prosperity and the growth of
human societies.
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Hundreds of people along with representatives of Government ministries, and
environmental organizations as well as representatives of the church, participated in
this year’s Second Pan Cyprian Celebration of the World Wetlands Day. The event was
~co-organised by the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education
ﬁi@ CY.C.E.R.E. (Kipriako Kentro Perivallontikis Erevnas kai Ekpedeusis-KY.K.P.E.E.) the
m Federation of Environmental and Ecological organizations of Cyprus and the Ministry of
|n IINEll Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment on Sunday the 29" of January, at the
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Saint Nikolaos Farm in the Akrotiri Peninsula, a site famous for its high and rare
ecological value.
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3:00 p.p.  ITpooéhevon

3:15 p.p.  IMaynoomo Hpéoa YypoBotonwy 2006 — Myvopa g Dooppateiag g
2opBaong Poposp amd tov Emomupovind Ymedbuvo tov Kumpronod
Kévtoov [IleptBariroviinne Epevvag xoar  Exnaidevone Ap. Avdpéa
Xotlnyopunn.

3:20 p.p.  Xowpetiopog amod tov Emiupo Ilpdedpo tov Kumpuarod Kévrpou
[TeptBorhovtiung Epevvag noar Bxmaidevong Ilaviepwtato Mnrtpomorit
Aepecob ux. Abavdoto.

3:25 p.p. Xowpetiopog  and  tov  Bovkevtq  touv Kuwnpatog  Owoloywv
[TeptBarrovtiotwv, Méhog ¢ Emrtponng IleptBdrioviog g Boving, x.
INwoyo I1epdiny.

3:35 .. Xowpetiopog anod tov I1pdedpo g Opoomovdiog TleptBarioviinwy uot
Oworoywwv Opyavwoewyv Konpov . [Tavtedn Metaéa.

3:45 p.p.  Ilapovoicon pe Oépa «YyooBtotomor: Xnuoacte, anethég, OloyeLlOLoTIXES
dpaoelg pe v vroomedy tov moyeappatos LIFE-pdony and
Broroyo Katepiva Kop1). ZvuBovievtinn Etoupsta Athavtic Atd.

3:55 p.p. Opnkio pe Oépa «H 2oppocn Papodo noar n onpacic g yix t0Ug
vyeoftotonovg g Kompov» amd tov  Aettovpyd e Yanpeotog
[TeptBaihovtog %. Anunton Kovtpounidn.

4:15 p.p.  ZvpBolwn Aevrpopitevon.

4:30 p.p.  Acioon
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The Despotiki Lake, one of the most important wetlands of Cyprus, exists within the
natural domain of the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education. The
Lake constitutes the last Cypriot and also European freshwater habitat which is of
crucial ecological importance for the migratory birds. An anthropogenic lake which
satisfies on one side the human needs for irrigation and on the other the needs of the
ot several million birds which cross this corridor annually, as well as of a variety of other

m 24 animal and plant species.
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This significant double role of the Despotiki Lake, which Supports Life and Sustains
Livelihoods, was the core message of the second pan Cyprian celebration.

The pancyprian celebration of the World Wetlands Day in the Saint Nikolaos
Farm has become henceforth an annual initiative. An event which symbolizes at the
same time, one of the most important environmental actions for the environmental
movement of Cyprus, to save the important wetlands of Akrotiri peninsula from its
obvious and also continuing destruction, and from the deterioration of the peninsula’s
natural landscape.

The event included Messages from the Minister of Education and Culture, the
Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, the Environmental Committee of the Cyprus
Parliament, the Bishop of Holy Church of Limassol, and the President of the Federation
of Environmental and Ecological Organizations of Cyprus.

It deserves to be mentioned that the event took place in the completely
equipped conference room of the newly completed buildings of the Cyprus Centre for
Environmental Research and Education in Saint Nicolaos Akrotiri.

Many Elementary and High schools from all over Cyprus participated in
environmental education projects for the ecosystems and the fauna of Akrotiri
peninsula organized by the Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education.
More than 3000 students participated to the environmental education programs of
CY.C.E.R.E. watched the ecological documentary film produced by the CY.C.E.R.E. and
participated in field workshop as well as in other activities in the environmental
education laboratory of the center.
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The celebration ended with a walk around the Despotiki Lake and a symbolic
planting of trees.

Dr. Andreas Hadjichambis
Scientific Responsible of the
Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education

Contact information:

Cyprus Centre for Environmental Research and Education
www.imlemesou.org/Zimlkykpee.html

E-mail: a.chadjihambi@cytanet.com.cy

Agiou Andreou 306, P.O.Box 56091, 3304 Limassol Cyprus

Tel.: 25864351 / Fax: 25371548
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