
CAMBODIA 
 

Cambodia Celebrate World Wetland Day at  
Boeung Tonle Chmar Ramsar Site 

 
Cambodia is one of contracting parties to the Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance, called the Ramsar Convention. This convention is an intergovernmental treaty 
that provides the framework for national action and international cooperation for the 
conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. Since 1997, the convention 
initiate public awareness event, call World Wetland Day (WWD). This event organize on 2nd 
February every year however all contracting parties and NGO who work to conserve the 
wetland can organize this ceremony at any days during February.   
 
The theme of World Wetland Day was changed base on priority issue and role of wetlands 
however the theme of World Wetland Day in year focus on the important of wetland link to 
climate change – highlight the bonds between wetlands, biodiversity and climate change. 
 
Cambodia Ramsar Administration Authority with support from project entitle “Strengthening 
partnerships for Ramsar implementation in South-East Asia” of BirdLife 
International/Darwin initiative/Keidanren Nature Conservation Fund and relevant stakeholders 
as mention above organized the World Wetland Days every year since 2008. In year 2008, 
themes- Healthy Wetland Healthy People and we organized this event in Kok Kapik one of 
three Ramsar sites in Cambodia locate in costal zone. In year 2009, themes- Up stream 
down stream wetland connect us all and we organized this event in Stung Treng Ramsar site 
along Mekong river. This year, with support from Beoung Tonle Chmar Ramsar management 
team, Department of Environment and government of Kampong Thom province we organize 
this event on 20th February 2010 in Msar Krorng Commune, Stung District, Kampong Thom 
where located near by Boeung Tonle Chmar Ramsar site of Tonle Sab Great lake.  
 
The agenda for the day's event began with an opening speech from the Stung district 
governor  to introduce the situation in his district and welcome every one. H.E. Heng Hout, 
Advisor to Deputy President of National Assembly and director of Kampong Thom 
Environmental department, provided a speech about important of Wetlands and significance 
of participation from local people in conserving wetland ecosystem particularly he encourage 
people in this commune to help in conserve the Boeung Tonle Chmar Ramsar site. Dr. Srey 
Sunleang, Director of Department Wetland and Costal Zones of Ministry of Environment 
(MoE), Mr. Bou Vorsak, Acting Program Manger of BirdLife- Cambodia Program, and Ms. 
Anita, Dean of Pannasastra University spoke of the important of World Wetlands Day, role of 
wetland link to climate change, and wise use of wetland concept. H.E. Ouk Sam Orn, Deputy 
Governor of Kampong Thom, on behalf provincial governor warmly welcomes all participants 
in this meeting and special thanks to all NGO who sponsor this event. He also provide a 
message all participants about the role of wetland play to reduce global warming and 
decrease risk cause by nature disaster including Typhoon Ketsana  destroy local villages in 
Kampong Thom last year. “If we clear inundate forest, build irrigation and fulfill the wetland 
with no management plan and monitoring, the important role of wetland will be lost “, said 
H.E. Sam Orn.  
 
Once speeches were concluded, the day's activities commenced.  150 secondary school 
student, 100 local people, 50 University Student and more than 60 representative from district 
authorities and relevant organization stakeholders participated in a parade walking across 
village to tree planting place. Wearing WWD t-shirts and holding the posters, most students 
were really happy in walking in distant more than 1.5 Km. University students, MoE staff and 
BirdLife staff spoke with locals in the village about the WWD theme and the role of wetland. 
100 sheets of posters were distributed to locals to hang in their homes during this time. The 
parade spend about one and haft hour to plant the 1400 tree seed on the wetland as symbol 
of joining protection ecosystem of wetland and reduce global warming.   
 
After tree planting event, all student and local communities were divided into five groups for 
lunch and listen to presentation made by university students. To motivate the kids and local 
people who enthuse in learning about the role and method to conserve their wetland, the 
question and answer for gift were organized in order to select best 50 kids and local people. 
After the question and answer agenda, most university student really exciting about quick 



learning of the kids (the majority of them can answer from 5 to 10 out of 10 prepared 
questionnaires) and requested organizers to increase the number of gift from 50 to 54 
because those four additional kids smart and we could not find the way to drop them.  
 
This celebration was also developed and released as conservation news about 15 minutes 
on radio FM 93.5 on 23 and 24 February 2010. This radio can be reach people in more than 
10 provinces. The copies of this news also release in Stung Treng Radio and Ratanakiri 
provincial radios too. An article about this event was also developed by student for release in 
local Khmer Newspaper including Kok Santepheap and Reak Smei Kampuchea. The 
activities of the WWD event were shown on CTN, National TVK and Bayon channel too.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities carried out during the WWD 



 

CHILE 
  

WWD articles on Chilean Press  
 
In the framework of the WWD 2010, CODEFF - the BirdLife Associate in Chile - participated 
in activities in the Recamo Lake and supported the publication of articles in national press.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article on El Sur Newspaper: “Wetlands: 60% loss from 1975” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article published on El Diario de Concepcion: “Wetlands: a fight for survival” 



 
 

PARAGUAY 
 

National Tourism Secretariat  
Recognises WWD as a National Tourist Event 

 
Guyra Paraguay, the BirdLife Partner in Paraguay supported the recognition of the World 
Wetlands Day as a “National Tourist Event”. This declaration considered the WWD as a key 
event to promote awareness and raise interest in the conservation of wetlands. The 
document of recognition has been included below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Photography Exhibition 
 
In addition to the recognisement of the WWD celebration as a national tourist event, the 
BirdLife Partner in Paraguay launched a Photography Exhibition of the Asuncion Bay 
Wetland. The full report of the event can be found below.  
 
 
Celebracion Día Mundial de los 
Humedales 
 
El pasado 29 de enero en la sala Ruy Díaz de 
Guzmán de la Manzana de la Rivera; La 
Municipalidad de Asunción y la Asociación 
Guyra Paraguay, con el apoyo de la Secretaría 
Nacional de Turismo (SENATUR), realizaron la 
celebración del Día Mundial de los Humedales. 
El Dr. Alberto Yanosky, Director Ejecutivo de la 
Asociación Guyra Paraguay, dio las palabras 
de bienvenida, explicó el significado de la 
fecha y destacó la importancia de la Bahía de 
Asunción como uno de los principales 
humedales del Paraguay, el cual por 
encontrarse en la capital del país presenta 
numerosas amenazas y dio apertura a la 
muestra fotográfica sobre tan importante 
humedal capitalino; la muestra se encuentra 
abierta hasta el 5 de febrero. Más adelante la 
Lic. Leticia López, Oficial de Políticas y 
Cabildeo, presentó los materiales educativos y 
científicos generados para lograr el uso 

sostenible de peces de la Cuenca del Plata en 
Paraguay y Argentina, y concienciar a la 
ciudanía acerca de la importancia de los 
humedales.  
 
La Compañía Estación Danza-Teatro de 
Areguá dio un toque particular con la obra 
“Tierra y Agua”, posteriormente el Lic. Amb. 
Ivo Brun Cuquejo, Jefe del Centro de 
Educación y Promoción Ambiental Dirección 
General de Gestión Ambiental - Municipalidad 
de Asunción dirigió unas palabras. También el 
Lic. Fernando Britez, director de medio 
ambiente de la Municipalidad destacó la 
importancia de la fecha y agradeció a todos la 
colaboración a la institución. Los presentes 
fueron acompañados a observar las fotos con 
la especie bandera de la Campaña del orgullo 
de la Bahía de Asunción, Tringites 
subruficollis, más conocido como playerito 
canela o chululu-í, en forma de disfraz.  Las 
fotografías de la Bahía de Asunción 
permanecerán hasta el 5 de febrero.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Apertura del evento 


