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Action requested: The Standing Committee is requested to review the attached proposed draft
Resolution and annexed guidance and consider adopting it for finalization, translation, and
eventual transmittal to COP10.

Note from the Ramsar Secretariat

Request for consideration of additional document by the 36" meeting of the Standing
Committee

1. Following the highly successful 14™ meeting of the Scientific & Technical Review Panel
last week (28 January-1 February 2008), the outcomes of which will be reported to
Standing Committee under Agenda items 6. and 12., the Secretariat has assessed the
significant number of documents to be prepared for submission to COP10 and is
becoming increasingly concerned that the Secretariat will face considerable difficulties in
ensuring that the final editing, and particularly the translatiing, of all such COP10
documents can be completed in the short period between the end of the 37" meeting of
the Standing Committee (6 June 2008) and the deadline of 25 July 2008 on which all such
materials must be distributed to Contracting Parties.

2. During STRP14 very significant progress was made in finalizing some of the guidance
materials from the Panel for COP10 consideration. In particular, the Panel’s task team on
issues concerning Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, led by STRP member David Stroud,
have advised the Secretariat that their proposed draft COP10 Resolution and its annexed
“Guidance on responding to the continued spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza
H5N1” are now very close to finalization.

3. Given that this is one of the larger and more complex documents being prepared by the
STRP for Standing Committee and COP10 consideration, and that it will therefore take
the Secretariat some time to final-edit and translate it, the Secretariat is transmitting this
technical guidance document to the Standing Committee at this point, immediately after
STRP14, with the request that the Standing Committee consider approving this STRP
guidance for finalization and translation at its 36™ meeting.

4. The technical guidance on HPAI prepared by the STRP is in the form of a ‘guide to the
available guidance’ based around a set of risk-based scenarios concerning preparing for,
and responding to, outbreaks of avian influenza in relation to wetland and waterbird issues.
The STRP’s task team have advised the Secretariat that the only further significant changes
they anticipate needing to make to this draft guidance are a) some small updates to the
Scientific Summary (Appendix 1), and b) the addition of links and references to some of
the available guidance documents in the listings in section 2.3 of the guidance document.




DOC. SC36-27, page 2

In view of this, and whilst recognizing that the formal deadline for submission of papers
for the Standing Committee’s consideration at SC36 has passed, in order to assist in
ensuring the smooth and efficient preparation of COP10 materials the Secretariat would
be most grateful indeed if the Standing Committee could consider adopting this attached
STRP guidance product during its 36" meeting for finalization, translation, and eventual
transmittal to COP10.



DOC. SC36-27, page 3

Draft Resolution X.[x]

Guidance on responding to the continued spread of highly
pathogenic avian influenza H5N1

CONSCIOUS of the continued spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)
subtype H5NT1 of Asian lineage across Eurasia and into Africa, the implications of this
disease on livelihoods and human health, and direct and indirect implications on
conservation of waterbirds and their wetland habitats, including at Ramsar sites and other
protected wetlands; and UNDERSTANDING that control of this disease within the
poultry sector will reduce risks to wetlands and wild waterbirds;

VERY CONCERNED at reported instances of the destruction of waterbirds, their nests,
and wetland habitats, as both misguided and ineffective responses to the spread of HPAI
H5NT1 which, as stressed by Resolution IX.23 on Highly pathogenic avian influenza and its
consequences for wetland and waterbird conservation and wise use, does not amount to wise use;

RECOGNIZING that issues related to HPAI H5N1 outbreaks affect many sectors and
thus in order to address risk reduction and to maximise response effectiveness, fully
integrated responses are needed (at both national and international levels), with common
visions, engagement and coordination between stakeholders, including effective co-
ordination within governments as a critical need, as well as close co-operation between
MEAs and other relevant international and national organisations;

COGNIZANT that the implementation of response strategies for HPAI H5N1 will
involve various approaches according to particular national situations and extent of disease
prevalence;

NOTING the continuing lack of understanding of the role of wild birds in the possible
transmission and spread of HPAI H5N1, the important need to undertake and report
epidemiological investigations following cases where HPAI H5NT1 infection is found in
wild birds — whether associated with outbreaks in poultry or not — so as to learn from
these and in order to reduce future risks;

CONSCIOUS that capacity development and training are essential to all responses to this
and other emerging infectious diseases, giving wider benefits to other aspects of wetland
conservation, yet in many countries this remains a major issue requiring attention,
especially within the veterinary sector;

AWARE that long-term success of disease control measures will depend critically on
developing better public awareness of and education about relevant issues, especially with
stakeholders in particular poultry keepers, the media, the public, wetland site managers and
those within government;

RECALLING the request from COP 9 to STRP to develop practical advice to assist
countries to respond to this serious and rapidly developing situation, and to report this to
COP 10;
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THE CONFERENCE OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES

STRONGLY REAFFIRMS the conclusion of Resolution IX.23 that attempts to eliminate
HPAI in wild bird populations through lethal responses such as culling are not feasible and
may exacerbate the problem by causing further dispersion of infected birds and that
destruction or substantive modification of wetland habitats and watetrbird nest sites with
the objective of reducing contact between wild birds and humans and their domestic birds
does not amount to wise use as urged by Article 3.1 of the Convention;

ENCOURAGES stakeholders to plan and test response strategies at national, local and site
scales according to level of risk and, where possible, conduct this planning at times of low
risk prior to outbreak situations;

STRONGLY ENCOURAGES Contracting Parties and other governments to establish
arrangements to involve those with specialist ornithological expertise to advise
governments on the gathering, use and interpretation of relevant data and information in
developing risk assessments, wild bird surveillance strategies and programmes, appropriate
response strategies and the implementation of epidemiological investigations in the event
of outbreaks of HPAI, so that these responses are made on the basis of best available
information;

URGES the further development of information tools for decision makers that collect and
then synthesize relevant data and information on waterbirds and wetlands (such as
preparation and use of wetland inventories, information on distribution, abundance and
movements of birds), as well as that related to the movements of poultry and poultry
products as a critical part of preparing risk assessments at various scales, as well as a part
of essential contingency planning;

STRESSES the need for surveillance programmes to follow international scientific
standards as defined znter alia by the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation ensuring high
quality data to facilitate successful epidemiological investigations;

URGES Contracting Parties and other governments to co-operate internationally in:
under-pinning research programmes, surveillance in response to outbreaks, the
undertaking of risk assessments, and the exchange and sharing of relevant data,
information, and samples from surveillance programmes especially at times of heightened
risk and using initiatives such as the Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance

(GAINS);

EMPHASISES the need for improving capacity for surveillance and response strategies,
understanding that structures and capability for avian influenza control will aid control of
future disease problems affecting wetland biodiversity and livelihoods.

ADVOCATES the development of communication programmes aimed at promoting
balanced understanding and awareness of actual risks and appropriate responses in a range
of stakeholder groups including poultry keepers (to reduce risks to human health and
increase early disease diagnosis); the public and media to reduce inappropriate responses;
and the public to aid in public reporting for surveillance programmes; and wetland site
managers to improve contingency planning;
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WELCOMES the broad consensus on approaches and responses developed between UN
agencies, international conventions and other international organisations;

ACCORDINGLY STRONGLY ENCOURAGES the continuing work of the Scientific
Task Force on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds to keep this developing situation under
review especially as regards wetlands, and REQUESTS the continued participation in its
work by the Convention working through the STRP and the Secretariat;

REQUESTS STRP to determine whether lessons learnt from best practice responses to
HPAI H5NT1 have implications for Ramsar guidance relating to protected sites and other
aspects of wetland wise-use, and to suggest any such resulting modifications to guidance to
COP 11; and

ADOPTS the guidance annexed to this Resolution on responding to the issues raised by
the spread of HPAI H5N1; URGES Contracting Parties and other governments to
implement this guidance and further disseminate it to other interested parties (including its
translation into local languages); and FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretariat and STRP to
assist, with relevant international agencies and the Scientific Task Force on Avian
Influenza and Wild Birds, to continue to develop guidance that will assist countries
effectively to respond to the continued spread and re-emergence of HPAI H5N1, and to
report progress to the Standing Committee and COP 11.
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1 INTRODUCTION AND MANDATE

Disease can have significant impacts on wildlife populations, and is of special concern for species
of conservation importance that have small populations. Many wildlife diseases are zoonotic, not
only affecting wild and domestic animals, but also having the capacity to affect humans.

Avian influenza is a widespread disease, which occurs naturally within some waterbird species.
The spread of infection with these viruses to a range of other species, including humans, is well-
known. The emergence and spread of highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 of Asian lineage
(HPAI H5NT1) since 2003 has been historically unprecedented both in the extent of geographical
range of the virus and its high pathogenicity to wild birds (as opposed to only domestic birds). It
has had major impacts on rural livelihoods linked to the keeping of domestic birds (mainly
chickens, ducks, turkeys, ostrich and quail) and on nature conservation, including mortality of
waterbirds at many Ramsar sites. There have also been major concerns as to the potential for
viral change that might precipitate a human influenza pandemic given the high mortality rate of
people who have become infected with H5N1.

Addressing issues raised by the spread of HPAI H5N1 — a zoonosis that has attracted
widespread media attention and the attention of decision makers within governments - gives an
important opportunity to promote effective structures and policies that can also provide models
for the control of other emergent diseases. This is an important objective since wildlife disease is
increasingly and correctly recognised as a central issue for conservation managers, apart from its
significant impact on domestic animals and human health.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE) are leading efforts to control avian influenza within the agricultural sector (poultry
industry), while measures to contain the spread of avian influenza H5N1 as the potential source
of a global pandemic affecting human populations are being coordinated by the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Ramsar’s ninth Conference of the Parties (CoP 9) in 2005 recognised that - as well as the direct
impacts of HPAI H5N1 on susceptible birds - public attitudes and therefore support for wetland
conservation, particularly of Ramsar sites and other wetlands of importance for waterbirds, could
be negatively affected by concerns as to the possible role of waterbirds in the spread of HPAI
H5NI. Parties were also greatly concerned that in many countries there was a significant lack of
information and, in some countries, public misunderstanding, on important issues related to the
spread of HPAI, the risks it may pose, and how to anticipate and respond to outbreaks of HPAIL
Accordingly CoP 9 agreed Resolution IX.23 on Highly pathogenic avian influenza and its consequences
Jor wetland and waterbird conservation and wise use. Inter alia this called on STRP to develop practical
advice to assist countries to respond to this serious and rapidly developing situation, and to
report this to CoP 10.

Since November 2005, there has been further spread of this virus westwards through Eurasia
and into Africa.

The positions and recommendations of the main international conventions and agreements
concerned with the conservation of wild birds, including the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the Ramsar Convention, have been set out
in Resolutions from their respective Conferences of Parties (see Section 2.3). In addition, the
Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza and Wild Birds (Appendix 2) established by CMS and
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now co-convened with FAO, is coordinating international scientific advice including on the
conservation impact of avian influenza. The Task Force website provides access to a wide range
of resources on avian influenza, wildlife and the environment: www.aiweb.info.

Further experience since Ramsar CoP 9 in 2005 has been gained with respect to the
establishment of surveillance systems for the virus and with respect to responding to cases of
infection. Important lessons include:

e That there is a need for risk assessment and response processes at various scales,
including the preparation and implementation of cross-sectoral national contingency
plans involving all relevant parts of government. Such planning is central to preparing
and responding to HPAI outbreaks, and should be undertaken, wherever possible, before
disease occurs.

e That the development and implementation of surveillance and eatly warning systems
valuably informs responses. These schemes should be developed on the basis of best
practice international guidance, be undertaken to the highest standards - including
validation and quality assurance of data - and be implemented using strategic approaches
at regional or wider scales informed by risk assessments.

e That accurate identification of wild birds, either captured as part of surveillance
programmes, or reported from infection outbreaks is critical to the understanding the
epidemiology of the disease and thus the processes of risk assessment.

e That whilst there now is a wide range of guidance on issues concerning HPAI H5N1,
this is mostly in just a few international languages, and there is an important need to
ensure that key elements are made more widely available to stakeholders and others via
other languages.

e That there has been a welcome increase in the amount of surveillance, including the
development of national and regional early warning systems. The development of the
Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance (GAINS) has been a very positive
development, which has facilitated the sharing of relevant data and information at
international scales. Yet the quality of much ornithological information from Al
surveillance programmes is often poor, especially with regard to the precise identification
of bird species. The involvement of ornithologists in these programmes would help
resolve these issues as recommended by the Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza
and Wild Birds (Appendix 2).

e New methodologies, such as the wider application of satellite telemetry have the
potential to provide information on the movements of wild birds especially at flyway
scales, and thus can better inform risk assessments.

e That there remains a need for further analysis of ornithological datasets, and research on
a range of issues related to the potential role of waterbirds in possibly transmitting
infection.
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2 GUIDANCE RELATED TO PREPARING FOR AND RESPONDING TO
OUTBREAKS OF HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA, ESPECIALLY
AT WETLANDS

2.1 Introduction

Ramsar CoP 9 requested the STRP, with the Scientific Task Force on Avian Influenza and Wild
Birds, to provide relevant input on practical measures to reduce the risk of disease transmission
between wild, captive and domestic birds, to those agencies developing contingency and wetland
management plans related to HPAI H5N1; to share this information, including practical advice

that will assist countries to respond to this serious and rapidly developing situation, and to report
to CoP 10.

There is now a large body of guidance related to responding to the challenges of the spread of
HPAI H5N1, including much material made available through FAO & OIE websites (see
Section 2.3). This includes guidance related to surveillance, enhancing biosecurity, contingency
planning and preparation, as well as responding to outbreaks of HPAI infection.

This ‘guide to avian influenza guidance’ aims to summarise the significant body of information
that has been published (mostly since 2005) and which is of potential utility to Ramsar
Contracting Parties and others governments and organisations.

Available guidance (Section 2.3) has been arranged under a number of separate issues:
1. Risk assessment;

Contingency planning;

Expert advice and integration within government;

Surveillance and early-warning (wild birds);

Epidemiological investigations (response and reporting);

Communication, education and public awareness, including media handling; and

A A o

Guidance for other stakeholders including relevant statutory bodies.
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2.2 A guidance framework

Table 2.1 provides a ‘road-map’ to this guidance according to level of risk of HPAI incursion to
a country. This is organised around five ‘risk’ levels:

e Low risk (No known infection in geographical region)

e Medium risk (Spreading infection in wild birds or poultry in region)

e High risk (Infection in neighbouring countries/regions)

e Immediate risk (Active infection in a country affecting either wild birds or poultry)

e DPost infection (following an incursion of HPAI)

For each issue (for example contingency planning) and at each risk level (above), Table 2.1
provides an introduction to main issues to be considered and the principle sources of guidance
that are available. Note, however, that this table does not provide a definitive summary of
legal obligations under the auspices of other relevant international organisations.

A further — cross-cutting — theme of capacity development is of very great importance and
underpins the ability to respond in all issues and at all risk stages. Relevant guidance is separately
highlighted in Table 2.1.
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Table 2.1. A guide to avian influenza guidance: a conceptual map of responses. Numbers relate to specific guidance listed in Section 2.3.

Ornithological
Expert Panel (OEP
—Section 5 [1,2]

Develop
information tools
to assist decision
making [8, 9, 10]

Collaboration with
neighbouring
countries [14]

Ensure contingency
plans are in line
with relevant
international and
national obligations,
inter alia, for nature
conservation and
animal health [12]

Identify OEP links
with neighbouring
countries

Develop
information tools
to assist decision
making [8, 9, 10]

address
shortcomings

Implement strategy
[26, 27, 28, 33, 34,
40]

Ensure provision of
data to GAINS [30]
and/or other
reporting hub(s)

stories, images, etc.

Publish relevant
explanatory
materials on
appropriate web-
sites

Identify
organisational
spokespeople and
appropriately train
them

Risk assessment | Contingency Expert advice & | Surveillance & Epidemiological | Communication | Other
planning integration early-warning investigations (CEPA) & stakeholders
within (wild birds) (tesponse & media issues including
government reporting) relevant
statutory bodies
Low risk As part of the Develop Identify relevant Develop national Identify multi- Establish media Develop and
development of a contingency plan multi-disciplinary strategy [23,24,25] disciplinary strategy in context maintain contact
No known contingency plan, for appropriate area | expertise [12] - Lists of potentially | expertise of the National networks with
T establish (including wetland higher risk species Contingency Plan appropriate
geographical arrangements for sites [11, 13, 14, Establish [1] and areas Establish [14 CEPA, 40-43] stakeholders and
. developing risk 17], captive Ornithological - Consultation arrangements with establish
fegion assessments collections [15,16]) | Expert Panel (OEP | - International co- multi-disciplinary Develop media tool | communication
in consultation with | — Section 5) ordination epidemiological kit [44, 45] — procedures
Undertake risk appropriate processes & teams including frequently
assessment in stakeholders and arrangements [39] Determine capacity asked questions, Establish dialogue
discussion with experts [4, 2, 5, 3, 7] dev needs and Establish protocols | maps, positive regarding best

practice biosecurity

[18]

Disseminate best
practice health and
safety guidance to
relevant
stakeholders
[20,21,34]
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Risk assessment | Contingency Expert advice & | Surveillance & Epidemiological | Communication | Other
planning integration early-warning investigations (CEPA) & stakeholders
within (wild birds) (response & media issues including
government reporting) relevant
statutory bodies
Medium risk Update risk Implement Undertake risk OEP to consider Update media tool Review and update
. assessment in appropriate assessment in need for enhanced kit and explanatory | contact network
Spreading discussion with processes of discussion with surveillance materials [44]
infection in wild | OEP and contingency plans OEP Brief appropriate
birds or poultry | neighbouring Consider briefing stakeholders via a
in region countries/regions apptoptiate media contact network
on relevant issues
Advise on relevant
and necessary
responses [18]
High risk Update risk Implement Convene OEP OEP to consider Ensure Update media tool | Review and update
assessment in appropriate need for enhanced | preparedness of kit and explanatory | contact network
TiafEasiion i discussion with processes of Update risk surveillance epidemiological materials [44]
neighbouring OEP and . contingency plans assessment investigation teams . . Brief appropriate
5 neighbouring and wider Brief appropriate stakeholders via a
countries/ ) . . . .
. countries/regions Exchange risk contingency media on relevant contact network
reglons assessment with planning isues in issues
neighbouring the event of an Advise on relevant
countties/regions outbreak Implement media and necessary
strategy responses [18]
Update risk Implement Convene OEP OEP to consider Undertake Update media tool | Review and update
assessment in appropriate need for enhanced | epidemiological kit and explanatory | contact network
discussion with processes of Use expert advice surveillance investigations materials [44]
OEP and contingency plans to guide especially around around Infected Undertake regular
neighbouring epidemiological infected premises Premise(s) Undertake regular briefings of
countties/regions invests and including involving briefings of appropriate
potential bridge appropriate appropriate media stakeholders via
Undertake formal Use expert advice species expertise on relevant issues contact network
reporting to OIE as to guide local
appropriate responses at Communicate Implement media Advise on relevant
Infected Premise(s) epidemiological strategy and necessaty
findings with linked responses [18]
Use expert advice countries/regions
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Post infection

Risk assessment | Contingency Expert advice & | Surveillance & Epidemiological | Communication | Other
planning integration early-warning investigations (CEPA) & stakeholders
within (wild birds) (response & media issues including
government reporting) relevant
statutory bodies
to determine Publish results

surveillance needs

including negative
results

Review and update

Review and update

Review and update

Review list of

Review and update

Review and update

Review and update

. risk assessment contingency plans OEP procedures in | potentially higher epidemiological media strategy in communication
.(fOHOng an procedures in light | in light of lessons light of lessons risk species and investigation light of lessons arrangements in
incursion of of lessons learnt learnt learnt [e.g. 39] areas strategy in light of | learnt light of lessons
HPAI) lessons learnt learnt

Review and update
surveillance strategy
in light of lessons
learnt
CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES
Risk assessment | Contingency Expert advice & | Surveillance & Epidemiological | Communication | Other
planning integration eatly-warning investigations (CEPA) & stakeholders
within (wild birds) (response & media issues including
government reporting) relevant
statutory bodies
Capacity Develop Ensure capacity Develop Determine capacity | Ensure adequate Training of
development information tools development in information tools dev needs and capacity to spokespeople
to assist decision addressed is to assist decision address undertake
making contingency making shortcomings investigations

planning
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2.3 A directory of good practice guidance concerning highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 of Asian lineage

This directory aims to provide an introduction to the increasingly large number of technical and other guidances that have been produced in recent years
related to issues arising from the spread of HPAI H5N1 since 2003.

It provides hyperlinks to publications that are accessible via the internet, and has also attempted to categorise such guidance with respect to its intended
audience, its technical level (... accessibility to various groups within society), as well as by language. The current listing is heavily dominated by
publications in the English language. It is hoped that future versions of this listing will contain better representation of publications in other languages.
Contracting Parties and others are encouraged to submit further examples of good practice guidance to the co-ordinator of the Scientific Task Force on
Avian Influenza and Wild Birds (contact details in Appendix 2) so that this listing can be continue to be updated.

Important note: the Ramsar Convention does not necessarily endorse any of the content of the external web-links listed here. These are
given solely in the context of their possible utility to Contracting Parties and others.

Levels of intelligibility are roughly assessed as follows:

Public Content accessible to untrained public
General Content accessible to informed public, other stakeholder groups and interested parties, as well as trained professionals
Technical Language and content aimed largely at professionals or technical specialists in the subject area concerned

Audience Level Languages

Contingency planning and risk assessment

General

1 Opinion of European Food Safety Authorities’ (EFSA) Panel on Animal Health and Welfare Scientific/policy Technical English only

and their Scientific report on migratory birds and their possible role in the spread of Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza. Risk assessment for the EU regarding the potential for the arrival and spread of
H5N1 in the EU by European Food Safety Authority (20006).

2 EFSA Opinion adopted by the AHAW Panel related to Animal health and welfare risks associated | Policy/scientific Technical English only
with the import of wild birds other than poultry into the Enropean Union European Food Safety
Authority (2000).

2a Updated list of species known to have been infected with HPAI H5N1 maintained by USGS | Scientific Technical English only
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Audience Level Languages
National Wildlife Health Center
3 National web-sites of EU Member States dealing with H5N1 Public/ policy; General Various
poultry sector languages of the
Buropean
Union
4 Manual on the preparation of national animal disease emergency preparedness plans. FAO (1999). | Vetetinary Technical i
professionals and
national policy
makers
5 National contingency and avian/human pandemic influenza preparedness plans. Web-links to | Professional and General Various
35 national plans compiled by FAO. policy languages of the
European
Union
6 Wildlife trade and global disease emergence. (Karesh.ez a/. 2005). Scientific/ policy General English only
6a Ramsar Handbook 11: Inventory, assessment and monitoring (3% edition) Managers of Technical/ | English, French,
protected areas General Spanish
Poultry holdings
7 Preparing for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza: a mannal for countries at risk. FAO & OIE (2000). Veterinary General English only
professionals,
poultry sector and
policy makers
8 Avian Influenza Incursion Analysis (through wild birds). British Trust for Ornithology Research Scientific Technical English only
Report No. 448. (2000) (12.2 MB file) (ornithological) and
policy makers
Nature reserves and wild birds
9 Urgent preliminary assessment of ornithological data relevant to the spread of Avian Influenza in Europe. Scientific Technical English only

Wetlands International, (2000).

(ornithological) and
policy makers
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Audience Level Languages
9a Ornithological data relevant to the spread of Avian Influenza in Europe (phase 2): further identification and | Scientific Technical English only
forst field assessment of Higher Risk Species. Wetlands International, (2007). Add hotlink when on (ornithological) and
DG Environment site policy makers
10 Methodology for rapid assessment of ornithological sites Wetlands International (2006). See Scientific Technical English only
also example assessments of example Huropean wetlands. (ornithological) and

policy makers

11 Guidelines for Reducing Avian Influenzga Risks at Wetland Protected Areas of International Importance for | Managers of nature | General English
Migratory Waterbirds. Annex 2 of this document. reserves and French
protected ateas, and Spanish
policy makers with
responsibility for
such areas
12 Ramsar Convention Resolution I1X.23 on Highly pathogenic avian influenza and its Ramsar Formal English, French,
consequences for wetland and waterbird conservation and wise use (November 2005). Administrative Spanish

Authorities and
other national
policy makers

13 The Ramsar Wetland Risk Assessment Framework. (Adopted by Ramsar Resolution VII.10; Managers of nature | Technical/ | English, French,
1999). reserves and General Spanish

protected areas, and
policy makers with
responsibility for

such areas
14 The Ramsar ““Toolkit” 31 Edition (Ramsar Handbooks for the Wise Use of Wetlands). Ramsar Technical/ English, French,
Administrative General Spanish

Authorities and
other national
policy makers;
managers of
protected areas

14a Ramsar Handbook 16: Managing wetlands (3% edition) Managers of Technical/ | English, French,
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protected areas General Spanish
Zoos and collections
15 Advice from the British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums on avian influenza. Managers of zoos General English only
and other wildlife
collections
15 BIAZA guidelines on vaccinating birds against Avian Influenza. British and Irish Association | Veterinary Technical English only
of Zoos and Aquariums (September 20006). professionals
responsible for
zoos and other
animal collections
16 Risk assessment: avian influenza in public parks/parkland & open waters due to wild bird Managers of public | General English only
exposure. (UK Health Protection Agency/Depattment for Environment Food and Rural spaces; policy
Affairs, 2000). makers and public
Responding to avian influenza infection
17 Prevention and Control of Avian Flu in Small-scale Poultry: A guide for veterinary Veterinary para- General English, French,
paraprofessionals. A guide for veterinary paraprofessionals in V'ietnam and A guide for veterinary professionals and Indonesian,
paraprofessionals in Cambodia. FAO. [DATE?] others in the Kyrgyz,
poultry health Laoatian,
sector Russian,
Spanish,
Vietnamese
18 Summary record of the Joint meeting of the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Policy makers General English only?
Animal Health and of the Ornis Committee, Brussels, 1 December 2006. (Includes a review of
HPATI outbreaks in the EU 2005-2000).
19 Interim Guidance for Protection of Persons Involved in U.S. Avian Influenza Outbreak English only
Disease Control and Eradication Activities. US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(2000).
20 Avian Influenza: Protecting Poultry Workers at Risk. US Safety and Health Information English only

Bulletin. U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (2004).
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21 Sims, L.D. 2007. Lessons learned from Asian H5N1 outbreak control. Avian Diseases 50: 174- | Scientific/policy Technical English only
181. Abstract at: hyperlink
Surveillance and early warning systems
The process of undertaking surveillance for avian influenza
22 EU Guidelines for Al surveillance in wild birds and poultry in 2007. European Commission, Scientific Technical [All EU
DG SANCO (2007). (ornithological), languages]
veterinary

professionals and
national agricultural
policy makers

23 Guidelines on the implementation of survey programmes for avian influenza in poultry and Scientific Technical [All EU
wild birds to be carried out in the Member States in 2007. European Commission, DG (ornithological), languages]
SANCO (2006). Includes: Recommended ornithological information to be collected during veterinary
surveillance programmes for the field assessment of mortality events in wild birds [pp. xx-yy]. | professionals and

national agricultural
policy makers

24 Guiding Principles for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Surveillance and Diagnostic Networks in Asia. Veterinary Technical English only?
FAO (2004). professionals,
scientific

(ornithological) and
national agricultural
policy makers

25 Wild Bird HPAI Surveillance: sample collection from healthy, sick and dead birds. FAO (20006). Scientific Technical M
(ornithological),
veterinary
professionals
25a Wild birds and avian influenza: an introduction to applied field research and disease sampling | Scientific Technical English
techniques. [ EINISIEINE] FAO. 2007. FAO Animal Production and Health Manual No. 5. (ornithological),
Rome. (Also available at www.fao.org/avianflu) veterinary

professionals
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26 Emergency assistance for eatly detection and prevention of Avian Influenza; Terms of Scientific General English only
Reference for Participants in Field Sampling Missions. Wetlands International internal (ornithological)
guidance (2000). [Available from Wetlands International]

Results of avian influenza surveillance

27 Wild birds and Avian Influenza in Africa: summary of surveillance and monitoring Scientific General English [French
programmes. Wetlands International, CIRAD & FAO. (ornithological) also?]

28 Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance (GAINS) Scientific General English only?

(ornithological)

29 Results of EU avian influenza surveillance. European Commission, DG SANCO. [Web-site Scientific/policy Technical [All EU
presenting quarterly published results of EU Al surveillance and a range of other relevant languages]
publications and materials]

30 EU Animal Disease Notification System. European Commission, DG SANCO. Scientific/policy Technical [All EU

languages]
Health and safety guidance

31 Diseases from birds, with particular reference to Avian Influenza. UK guidance to bird Bird ringers General English only
ringers; British Trust for Ornithology (March 2000).

32 Working with highly pathogenic avian influenza virus. UK Health and Safety Executive ? Public English only
guidance.

33 Risk assessment: avian influenza in public parks/parkland & open waters due to wild bird Managers of public | General English only
exposure. [check link broken] UK Health Protection Agency/Department for Environment spaces; policy
Food and Rural Affairs (20006). makers and public

33a Links to several guidelines for hunters are given in the US Fish & Wildlife Service website on | Wildlife hunters General Mainly in
Al in wild birds at http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/issues/AvianFlu/WBAvianFlu.htm English only

33b Joint position statement on avian influenza of CIC-International Council for Game and Wildlife hunters General English only
Wildlife Conservation and FACE Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of
the EU
Epidemiology: tracing sources of infection

34 Epidemiology of H5N1 Avian Influenza in Asia and implications for regional control. Report | Scientific/policy, Technical *English only?
to FAO (April 2005). [Historical background and major review of events from January 2003 — | especially the
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11 February 2005] veterinary sector
35 Outbreaks of H5N1 HPAI virus in Europe during 2005/2006: an overview and commentary. | Policy makers/ Genera; English only
UK Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (20006). [3.4 MB] scientific
(ornithological)
36 Guidelines on the implementation of survey programmes for avian influenza in poultry and Scientific Technical [All EU
wild birds to be carried out in the Member States in 2007. European Commission, DG (ornithological), languages]
SANCO (20006). vetetinary
professionals and
national agricultural
policy makers
37 Summary epidemiological report on a HSN1 HPAI case in turkeys in England, January 2007 Scientific, policy, General English only
which illustrates the #odus operandi of the UK Ornithological Expert Panel (OEP) in a public
structured epidemiological investigation. UK Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs (2007). [The OEP is one model of integrated provision of specialist ornithological
advice to government policy makers]
Communication, education and public awareness
38 TUCN Species Survival Commission Media Guide Those responsible | General English only
for media briefings
38a Ramsar Handbook 4: Communication, education and public awareness (3 edition) Managers of Technical/ | English, French,
protected areas, and | General Spanish
those responsible
for media briefings
39 Science and Development Network: Dealing with the media Those responsible General English only
for media briefings
40 Green 