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Preénnbl'e' -

Smoe 1ts mceptlon in 1971, the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar; Iran, 1971) has provrded
the single most 1mportant mtergovemmental forum on: wetland conservation issues.
- According to the Convention's mission statement, the Contracting Parties agree to "the

- conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local, regional and national actions and
international cooperation, as a COIltL‘lbuthl‘l towards achJevmg sustamable development
'throughout the world" '

aThe.Conventlon is founded on three pillars of:
* « promoting wise use'of wetlands, -
» "developing international cooperatron and ‘
. developmg a network of Wetland s1tes of Intematlonal Importance -
b
: The conservation and wise management of wetlands through the des1gnatron of wetlands for
_ the Ramsar List.of Wetlands of International Importance, especially the obligation to maintain
~ the ecolog1ca1 character of designated sites, deseives special recognition: This obligation
recognizes the importance of wetlarids for the maintenance:of healthy and productive inland
freshwater and coastal systems. In the context of water and wetlands, the Convention on
. Wetlands. thus'addresses issues which gulde its Contractmg Parties on Ways to achreve
Asustamable development ' : : :

: Wlthm the general obl1gat10ns set out by the treaty, Contractmg Pames meetmg as the e
Conference of the Partles (COP) 1dent1fy pr10r1t1es for actlon through a Strategic Plan ‘




Implementatlon of thrs Memorandum of Cooperation will be through Jomt actrons w1th1n the
framework of the Strategrc -Plan, detalled in the attached annex. :

WAZA and wetlands as part of brodrversrty conservatron

B10_d1versrty conservauon and oonservauon education are central elements of WAZA’s

mission. WAZA, the World: Association of Zoos and Aquariums, promotes the link between
ex-sith and in-situ conservation and encourages its members to be engaged infield -
conservation projects. WAZA is in the unique position t6 be the only global voice of zoos and -
aquanums the latter focusmg on freshwater and marine sﬁecres ' '

»

Via the unique possrbrllty to have live ammals in human care, to be engaged n conservatlon
breeding programmes worldw1de and to support ﬁeld conservation, WAZA andits members
have a focus on envrronmental educatron and pubhc awareness work. (CEPA) )

" Zoos and aquanums are occupred wrth wetland related specres as part of their exhrbrts
education work as well as field conservation projects. The international community of zoos
and aquariums recognises not only that watér resources are scarce throughout the world, but .
also that wetlands are lmportant water storages ; for all life supportmg systems R

To aclneve eonservatmn WAZA is partnenng w1th 1nternat1onal organ1sat1ons and treatles
like IGVCN (Internatronal Union for Conservation of Naturc and Natural Resources), CBD .
(Conventron on Biological Diversity), CMS (Conventron on the Conservat1on

of Migratory Species of Wild Ammals ).

Therefore, the Secretarrat of the Conventron on Wetlands and WAZA agree the '
followmg

Artlcle 1. Mechamsms for Programme Cooperatron

A- The Secretanat of the Conventron on Wetlands and WAZA will develop a collaboratrve
action plan’in order to support sustamable wetland and water resource conservation and
management g : - ‘ :

B- - The Secretariat of the Convennon on Wetlands and WAZA Wlll 1nform their focal pomts
at natlonal and reg1onal levels of therr cooperatwe activities.

C- The primary . contact points (see Art1cle3 D), or their assrgned delegates shall meet once a
~_year (or communicate in anether way as- appropnate) to assess the nnplementanon of thrs '
Memorandum exchange documents and review on—gomg act1v1t1es

Article 2. J o'int Activities '

A- Common arcas’ for ]omt conservanon act1v1t1es relate clearly to the Ramsar Strategic -
Plan, as annexed to this Memorandum of Cooperatron and also to the WAZA World Zoo
- and Aquarium Conservatlon Strategy

‘ _ B Support establishmert of liaison between WAZA members and Ramsar national focal .

. points (especlally CEPA) in order to support, and assist in implementing at all levels, where - -
.. appropriate, the Conventron s Commumcatlon Education, Participation and Awareriess
Programme (Resolutlon X.8) for promotmg the conservation and wise use of wetlands
through communlcatron education, partlc1pat10n and awareness (CEPA), and work towards
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w1der awareness of'the Conventlon s goals mechamsms and key ﬁndmgs

C- Ra1se awareness for wetiand conservatmn and mse use by promotmg sustamabrhty

' D- Promote World Wetlands Day (2“d February) The Secretarrat w111 disseminate 1nformat10n
about World Wetlands Day to WAZA members and prov1de promotronal rnatenal upon’

request

_ E- Promote the establishment of partnerships in wetland proj ects of WAZA members. -

- Article3, Irnplementation of the Memorandum of Cooperation :

A-No party to thls Memorandum will make any commitments or take any pos1t10ns on behalf
of the other party Wlthout that orgamsatlon s Written consent

B- ertten use of Ramsar § Or WAZA'S name and logo’ by the other party must be approved in
advance .

C- Nothmg in thrs Memorandum will create or 1mp1y a ﬁnanc1a1 obhgatlon of elther party to.
th}s Memorandum o . e

D~ The pnrnary contact. pomt for the 'Ramsar Secretariat on matters covered by thls _
Mernorandum is the Secretary GeneraI and on behalf of WAZA i is the Executive Dlrector

-E This MoU shall becomeg effective on the date of 31gnature by both Pames and shall remain
+ in effect indefinitely until and. unless. terminated by either Party. _Either Party may terminate

this Memorandum by giving the other Party six (6) months’ ‘advance wntten notice of
'termmatton : :

.

F- ThjsMoU‘inay be amended only in writing.

" . Anada Tiega ' o o . o
- Secretary General S SRR EXecutive Director. -
Ramsar Convention T - WAZA

Gland; 17 June 2009
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Annex

. | Ramsar Conventlon Strateglc Plan 2009—2015

WHAT DO WE WANT TO ACHIEVE" OUR GOALS
_ Implementmg the Conventlon -

~ GOAL 1. Wise Use. To work towards achrevmg the wise use of a]l wetlands by ensunng that all

Contractmg Parties develop, adopt and use the necessary and 4ppropriate instruments and

- measures, with the participation of the local indigenous and nor-indigenous population and

- making use of traditional knowledge; while at the same time ensuring that conservation and wise

 use of wetlands contribute to poverty eradication, mitigation of and adaptauon to chmate
change, as well as prevention of disease and of natural disasters.

s . Dehvers Articles 3.1, 4, 3 4 4 and 4.5 of the Convenuon

OUTCOME SOUGHT ' e

‘The wise use of all wetlands being achleved in all Parties, mcludlng more pamelpanve :
“management of wetlands, and conservation decisions being made with an awareness of the
- unponance of the ecosystem services provided by wetlands ~ : -

G()AL 2 Wetlands of International Importance. To develop and maintain an mtemauonal

- network of weglands that are important for the conservation of* global biological diversity,
~including waterbird flyways and fish populations and for sustaining human life, by ensuring that -
~ all Contracting Parties appropnately unplement the Strategzc Framework and gmdelmes for the
- Juture

development of the Lzst of Wetlands of Internationial Importance and by appropnate e
‘management and wise: :
use of those internationally important wetlands that are not yet fonnally de51gnated as Ramsar *
- sites but have been identified as quahfymg through domestic application of the Stmtegw '
Framework or an equivalent process.”" . '
,'Dehvers Artlcles 2.1,22,25,26,3.1,3.2,4.1 and42 ofthe Conventlon

OUTCOME SOUGHT ' -

Parties’ desxgnatlng and managing Ramsar sites within their terntones wﬂh 2 view to

supporting an international network of Wetlands of International Importance, fully
~implementing their reporting commitments under Articles 3 and 8.2, and using the.
. "Meontreux Record as. part of the Convenuon s governance process, as appropnate

- GOAL 3. Internatlonal cooperatlon To enhance the conservation and wise use of we;lands
- using effective imernational cooperation, through inter alia the active application of the -
Guzde]‘mesfor mternat:onal cooperation una’er the Ramsar Canventzon _ :

. Dehvers Artlcie 5 of the Convenuon

OUTCOME SOUGHT: S
Parties developing their coherent national approaches to the implementation.of the Ramsar

-+ Convention in such a way as to benefit from developing effective parmerships with related -

. -convemntions and mnernauonal agencies and with other Parties to the Convention on We;lands

- Managmg the Conventlon

GOAL 4. Institutional capaelty and effectlveness To progress towards fulfillment of the _
Convenuon s missiont by ensunng thiat it has the reqwred mechamsms resources, and. capamty 179)
. . . - 4 - . K
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doso.”. , - :
Dehvers Artlcles 6, 7 and 8 of the Convention. -

- OUTCOME SOUGHT
‘Increasing success of.the Convention in achlevmg the conservation and wise use of

wetlands, as mieasured by agreed éffectiveness indicators, and increased: recogmuon of the

- -Convenuon s achlevements by other sectors of govemments and civil society.

GOAL 5. Membershlp To progress towards umversal membershlp of the Convenuon -
* Delivers Articles'2.4:and 9-of the Convenuon -
- OUTCOME SOUGHT: -

Ali counmes ehg1ble for accession to have ]omed the Ramsar Gonventlon by 2015




