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What do
the Contracting
Parties do?

Countries that join the Ramsar
Convention are expressing
their commitments to working
towards the conservation and
wise use of wetlands and their
resources, both within their
own territories and through
cooperation globally and with
other Parties. In the broadest
sense, their treaty obligations
are grouped under the “Three
Pillars of the Convention”:

1. Wise use of
wetlands

There is a general obligation for
the Parties to include wetland
conservation considerations

in their national land-use plan-
ning. They have committed
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themselves to implement

this planning so as to promote,

as far as possible, “the wise
use of wetlands in their
territory” (Article 3.1). Parties
have also undertaken to
establish nature reserves in
wetlands, and they are
expected to promote training
in the fields of wetland
research, management and
wardening (Article 4).

2. Listed sites

Another commitment is for

a Party to designate at least
one wetland at the time of
accession for inclusion in the
List of Wetlands of Inter-
national Importance (the

to promote its conservation,
and in addition to continue

to “designate suitable wetlands

within its territory” for the List
(Article 2.1).

3. International
cooperation

Contracting Parties also agree

to consult with other Con-
tracting Parties about imple-
mentation of the Convention,
especially in regard to
transboundary wetlands,
shared water systems, and
shared species (Article 5).
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“Ramsar List”) (Article 2.4) and

“the conservation and
wise use of all wetlands
through local, regional
and national actions and
international cooperation,
as a contribution towards
achieving sustainable
development throughout
the world”.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Contracting Parties to the
Ramsar Convention:

www.ramsar.org/key_cp_e.htm

Administrative Authorities
and other National Focal Points:

www.ramsar.org/index_nfp.htm

The “Ramsar Toolkit": Handbooks
for the wise use of wetlands,
3rd edition, 2007:

o/
oks2006_a.him

WWWL T
ib/ib t
Ramsar Sites Information Service,

Wetlands International:
) rsis/

www. wetlands.on

List of Wetlands of International

Importance:
www,ramsar.org/sitelist. pdf
Annotated List of Wetlands of

International Importance:
www.ramsar.org/profile/

profite index.htm

The Convention on Wetlands
(Ramsar, Iran, 1971)

Rue Mauverney 28
CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland

Tel: +4122999 0170
Fax: +41 22 999 0169

E-mail: ramsar@ramsar.org
Web: www.ramsar.org
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National Focal Points

and their roles
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